
 
 
 

 

give 
thanks 
 
Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures for ever. 
Psalm 106:1 
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Welcome 
 

Dear friends, 
 

While we are now well into 2020, the Give 
Thanks booklet reflects mainly on the year 
2019 – a time before covid, social distancing 
and universal masks! I know that much has 
changed since then, but it is always good to 
look back and celebrate what God has been 
doing. The Israelites were masters of this. 
Psalm 105 is just one example of the way that 
the people of God told stories in their worship, 
stories of the things God had done, both long ago and in more recent 
years. They reflected together on what had happened and what God had 
done in their midst – in good times and in bad. 
 

2019 was an exciting year for me, as I started at St Stephen’s in March. 
Before the pandemic, I was working with the PCC to help me understand 
more about the church and who you are, and we had begun significant 
work on determining our priorities. I had hoped to be able to share with 
you our top 3 priority areas for development at the APCM we had planned 
for earlier in the year, but unfortunately, we have had to put that on hold 
while we dealt with the circumstances in front of us. We hope to complete 
the work in the next couple of months with the new PCC. 
 

We were also beginning to make progress with putting an accessible toilet 
into the church building. This will enable us to use the building for more 
community activities, as well as being important to enable those who are 
disabled or unable to use stairs to play a full part in our worship and 
ministry through the week. Although this has been put on hold while we 
are in these turbulent times, we hope to pick the project up again very 
soon. 
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Alongside these practical things, we have also see Helen ordained to the 
priesthood, James beginning training as an ordinand, Louisa coming to 
the end of her training (she’ll be licensed in October) as an LLM and Sarah 
being selected to train as an LLM. Seeing people choosing to take these 
sort of vocational steps makes my heart sing for joy – well done to all of 
them. It takes courage and faith to step out in this way – we will support 
you as you take these steps in prayer and practicalities. 
 

We have also been running Alpha courses and discipleship courses 
alongside our regular programme of house groups and services. To all of 
you who have taken a lead in these things – thank you. To those who have 
joined us as a result – welcome! 
 

I am thankful for each of you, whether you serve in a visible way in church 
or you join us on Sundays and pray for us, whether you have a large role 
or a small one in our worship, whatever your background, job, family type 
– I am thankful that you are a part of us. Without the variety of people in 
our congregation, the church would be a poorer place. I hope that, once 
the Coronavirus is more controlled, we are once again able to join together 
face to face, so that we might be reminded week in, week out of the beauty 
and variety of the body of Christ here in Shottermill.  
 

Rev Jenn  
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An update from the Churchwardens 
 

If the APCM had gone ahead in April as planned then our Wardens' report 
would have been all about reviewing 2019 and how we had come through 
the Vacancy and into a settled period as Jenn undertook her ministry with 
us. But a further five months into the year from then and we have all 
witnessed and personally experienced the change that the pandemic has 
brought to the world, the country and our church.  
 

However, it is important that we don't lose sight of the many positive 
things that we have accomplished as a church since the last Wardens' 
report was written. We have welcomed, and been blessed by, Jenn and her 
family and it has been wonderful to see how well they settled. But after a 
year of Vacancy when we had to lead and direct ourselves, it has also been 
important that we once again have a leader who provides us with the 
Jesus centred teaching and spiritual nourishment that is such an 
important part of the life of St Stephen's. Under Jenn's guidance the PCC 
had begun to look again at our mission and vision and how we can play a 
full part in reaching out to our community and bringing the good news of 
Jesus' salvation into people's lives. At the same time there has been 
progress in our youth work, particularly outreach to the local schools, 
while the Rainbow nursery has continued to attract families and remain 
viable at a time when so many other pre-schools have closed. Our finances 
have remained strong which enable us to give back to our community 
locally and also to our Christian partners in other countries. 
 

But since March the world has become a different place and yet St 
Stephen's has continued to be a presence in the lives of its members and 
to many more who are finding us for the first time through the wonders of 
modern technology. It was heartening to see that our services, teaching 
and prayer life didn't miss a beat but transferred smoothly to Facebook 
and Zoom. But as Wardens we also know how much hard work went into 
ensuring that we not just maintained a presence in the lives of our 
members and the community generally but just as importantly, ensured 
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that no one was left behind because they did not have access to a 
computer. So, life is different, and our APCM will be as well, but God never 
changes and is a constant as he helps us to adapt and grow in different 
circumstances. We want to thank Jenn and the rest of the leadership team 
for all their hard work and dedication to ensure that everyone has been 
cared for and looked after and, while we don't know what the future holds, 
we know that we are in good hands. 
 

On a personal note, I (Colin) will be leaving my post as Warden at the 
meeting after five and a half years. It has been a pleasure to serve God and 
you all and I want to say a heartfelt thank you for your prayers, support 
and words of encouragement over that time. 

 
Colin Short 

 

Worship 
 

Celebrations (pre-Lockdown!): 
 

• Thanks to God for 2 new members of the music group, gained this 
year: Simon Bailey (guitar) and Liza Caie (vocals - for Dwell - see 
below). 

• Also, thanks for musicians who have re-joined us: Ian Gee (bass 
guitar) and Joe Standing (keyboards).  

• We also give thanks for the new “Dwell” service, which has become 
a popular part of our Sunday worship. Simon Coleman must be 
applauded for all his hard work in getting this off the ground, and 
continuing to evolve and inspire the services over these past 
months. 

• The problems that we were having with the PC that operates the 
projectors have now been solved by purchasing a brand new PC 
with the latest specifications. Thanks go to Ralf Mason and Peter 
Soar for their assistance with this upgrade. 

• We have been able to gradually introduce some more up-to-date 
songs into the 9am services. Thanks to Jim for this. 
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Challenges and Prayer Points (post-Lockdown!): 
 

• The current Coronavirus situation has of course presented 
incredible challenges to every aspect of church life, including the 
worship team. I am glad that we have managed to continue to bring 
you sung worship, even though it is in a cut-down format. 

• Please pray for us, as we learn how to grow our worship offering in 
new ways, via the internet and other methods. 

• Simon & Helen Coleman moved to Cambridgeshire recently. They 
will both be sorely missed, and so will daughter Holly, who we 
“inherited” as an extra musician via Simon! Simon & Holly were an 
important part of the Sunday evening “Dwell” service. 
 

Thankfully, we have been able to translate Dwell into an online “Dwell Lite” 
service. This has been a useful place to try out some more advanced ways 
of worshiping online, which we hope to gradually feed into the main 
Sunday morning service. Thanks to the Dwell team for their fantastic work 
with this. Give thanks also for Jesse Caie, who has stepped up to lead the 
sung worship for Dwell Lite. 
 

Please continue to pray for the worship team, and everyone who works so 
hard behind the scenes to offer God the best possible musical praise and 
worship to bring Him glory and honour. 

 

Blessings, Andy Rigby 
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Dwell  
From a twice-monthly evening service 
which ran up to mid-March, we had 
been contemplating how we could run 
a contemporary online offering during 
Lockdown and out the other side. 
Spurred on with the thoughts of 
celebrating God at work in everyday 
lives, we have sought to include 
testimony and conversation with 
many church members about the ministries God has called them to, and 
how they have served as His hands and feet in our local communities.  

It has been such a blessing to be able to invite different members of our 
church onto a virtual sofa – as if holding a conversation in a coffee shop 
– to share about God at work in their lives, ministries and community.  

We have covered the work of the local money advice service, stewardship 
and safeguarding our world against ecological disaster, university 
chaplaincy, and ministry to Prime time most recently, with 6 guests on the 
‘sofa’ so far. Like all new offerings, we have gently evolved as we have 
grown in confidence with the technology, and wanted to broaden the 
service to include ever more different voices and contributions.  

Buoyed up by a real mix of hosting a live service that incorporated a 
mixture of pre-recorded elements, contemporary music and live content, 
we know that the church can expand its online service offerings into the 
Autumn with confidence and joy. God is most definitely at work through 
so many faithful disciples, and each testimony / interview has been a huge 
challenge to take on board what more we can all do.  

Louisa & Ralf Mason, James Hanson & Jesse Caie.  
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Youth & Children’s Work 
 

What a year we’ve had, whilst the last few months have been tough for all 
in so many ways, we have also certainly had some great things to 
celebrate. One of the most exciting things for me personally has been the 
continued excellent relationship that we’ve had with the schools, 
Shottermill infants, Shottermill Juniors, Woolmer Hill and The Royal 
School, with even more opportunities than we’ve had before, especially 
with assemblies and lessons. Even the lockdown didn’t hold us back and 
I have opportunities to do assemblies via video and Zoom for Shottermill 
Juniors and the ‘It’s Your Move’ project still took place.  
 

Since the last time that I wrote for the 2019 booklet, we’ve done various 
other outreach events including messy Christmas, family events and two 
holiday clubs – Rumble in the Jungle and The Quest 2020 (the latest of 
which was online). 
 

Sadly, two of the youth groups (Liquid and Breakout Thursdays) came to 
an end, however this just gives rise to new opportunities, and we are 
praying for and looking into the vision of our youth work. Please do be 
praying for our young people and for the plans for a new youth group to be 
able to start in the near future. 
 

I also want to add a huge thank you to Jenny Hanson for all of the 
incredible hard work that she has given to Rainbow Cafe, Noah's Ark, 
Sunday morning groups, Messy events, Holiday Clubs and in so many 
other areas (there simply isn't room to list it all). Jenny has been so great 
and loads of fun to work with. We wish her all the best with her new role 
working for Homestart, co-ordinating volunteers to work with parents and 
families of young children who are struggling with life. 
 

Celebrations 
 

• The weekly groups and the teaching and discipleship that has 
taken place.  
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• The work in schools, including assemblies, lesson and lunch clubs, 
and especially for the continued relationship that we have with 
each of them. 

• Various specific events, including two holiday clubs (Rumble in the 
Jungle and The Quest 2020) and the Messy church events (Easter 
and Christmas)  

 

Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• Please pray for continued opportunities in the schools and that we 
can start to get back in to restart some of the suspended activities, 
lunch clubs, etc. 

• Sadly, two of the youth groups (Liquid and Breakout Thursdays) 
came to an end, however this just gives rise to new opportunities, 
and we are praying for and looking into the vision of our youthwork. 
Please do be praying for our young people and for the plans for a 
new youth group to be able to start in the near future. 

• For future outreach events. 

 
Breakout, Freerunners and Bible Tots 
 

Our Sunday morning groups have had some wonderful moments to 
celebrate, especially the Communion Course that we ran for all of the 
Breakout group and finished with several of the young people taking their 
‘first communion’ in December.  
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Monthly All Age services have continued, but now with an after-service 
picnic (although occasionally indoors when it was too cold) which has 
been a wonderful time to not only worship together but also share and 
fellowship as one big family.  
 

Celebrations 
 

• The Sunday morning and weekly groups, especially the leaders and 
volunteers who put so much into the spiritual lives of the children 
and young people  

• The Communion Course and the young people who took part in 
their ‘first communion’ 

• The monthly All Age Services and after service picnics 
 

Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• Please pray for the vision and future of the groups and activities, 
especially as we prepare for the groups to start to meet together 
again 

• The children and young people, for their love of God and to grow in 
faith and discipleship 

• Continued wisdom for the themes and teaching for each of the 
groups 

• For additional leaders for each of the groups, as it currently stands, 
we are seriously struggling to run with the number of leaders we 
have. If you feel able to help with any of our amazing Sunday 
groups, please do speak to me. 
 

Simon McEvansoneya 
 
Rainbow Nursery 
 

The Rainbow nursery, as many, had to pause for 6 months. However, we 
now delighted to be open again and getting to grips with the ‘new normal’! 
We have undergone many operational changes, to comply for reopening 
our doors, but this is all done with the children and staffs’ welfare at its 
heart.  
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Celebrations 

• We celebrate our close links with St Stephen’s Church, the support 
from the Governance Group, during exception circumstance 

• For our dedicated team of staff, as we continued to connect with 
each other during lockdown, supporting each other through to the 
other side. 

• For our wonderful parents, who continued to support the nursery, 
through its temporary closure, as we made the very hard decision 
to remain closed until September. 

Challenges and Prayer Points 

• For the continued guidance and support from the PCC. Supporting 
and helping the nursery as we navigate through the winter months 
and all the uncertainty that may bring. 

• For our staff team, as we settle back to our new nursery 
operational changes, enabling us to consolidate our new practices 

• For prospective families to hear about us, visit and then spread the 
word about what a lovely ‘Rainbow family’ we are! 

 

Kim Windebank  
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Rainbow Kids Praise (with Rainbow) 
 

We always have a great time with the kids from Rainbow and their parents 
each month. Each session includes songs, stories and a prayer time. This 
is an amazing opportunity to build on the weekly story times that both 
Michelle and I have been doing in Rainbow and the relationships that the 
Rainbow Drop-off Café have been building each Wednesday morning.  
 

Celebrations 
 

• The wonderful atmosphere that there is each month and the 
number of parents and grandparents that join us (especially for the 
Rainbow Nativity) 

• Opportunities to chat with the parents over coffee before and after 
Kids Praise 

• The story times that Michelle and I get to do each week 
 

Challenges and Prayer Points  
 

• Please pray for opportunities to build relationships with the new 
parents and that restrictions lift so that we can start to meet again  

• That we will see parents not only coming to Kids Praise but to other 
events (such as Messy Church and All Age Services) 

Simon McEvansoneya 
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Rainbow Drop off Café 
 

Right up until the Rainbow Nursery had to close for Lockdown, we had 
been offering a friendship ministry to parents on a Wednesday morning 
with a cup of coffee/tea, pastries and cake plus chat in the cabin after 
drop-off. Every half-term Rainbow coffee would lead directly into Kids' 
Praise, where Simon, Michelle and I would lead the children from Rainbow 
nursery in singing, dancing and Bible stories. 
 

The faithful team of Sarah Weldon, Jill Soar, Simon and myself (plus a few 
guests) built up some really good relationships with parents who often 
stayed for a chat, enjoying company and a warm drink after drop-off.  
 

It has always been a great occasion to see so many parents, grandparents, 
siblings at the Rainbow Nativity where the coffee team has served 
refreshments, helped sell cakes to fundraise for Rainbow and welcomed 
so many families into church.    
 

Celebrations 
 

• Our amazing volunteers Jill Soar and Sarah Weldon for all the work 
that they give this ministry 

• The wonderful contact time that we have with the parents and 
families of the Rainbow children 

 

Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• For us to be able to start the drop off café back up again in the very 
near future. 

• To continued relationships and the building of new relationships 
with the parents and families. 

• For opportunities to invite parents to other events at St Stephen's. 
  

Jenny Hanson 
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Noah’s Ark Stay and Play 
 

Noah's Ark has occupied the pride of place on a Tuesday afternoon in 
church, where we continued to welcome in 10-15 pre-school age children 
(and their families!) weekly over the year until we had to stop for 
Lockdown.  
 

We had a very faithful group of parents and children who loved playtime, 
food time, singing time – and even tidy-up time! The very talented Maddie 
Shemmans was our lead for singing time each week, and a well-worked 
routine that children found very familiar. At the end of each term, we 
maintained our challenge to provide a party atmosphere, with invited 
guests, some VIP pampering for tired Mums (which sadly had to be 
postponed earlier this year), party tea, and who can forget the visit of 
Father Christmas (complete with outfit malfunction)?  
 

It has been great to see both Katie Wilson and Vicky Tam step into being 
on rota alongside our very established and long-serving team. We want to 
recognise especially the work of Ann Fitchett who stepped back in 
February, after many years – someone who would always turn up an hour 
early and stay to the bitter end to make sure all was well, take initiative for 
buying top-up supplies to feed the children and had a real gift at arranging 
the model railway.  
 

It also goes without saying that Jean and Michael Clark have been very 
long-standing servants of Noah's Ark too, Michael especially with his huge 
grin and enormously warm welcome while running the sign-in desk, and 
we celebrate all they have given to this mission activity, and will miss him 
terribly.   
 

We are very grateful to our fabulous refreshment team: Jenny N, Priscy, 
Gill H and Barbara F, who have all given their time and baking skills (esp. 
Barbara) to serve the families every week.   
Behind the scenes, a great debt of thanks is owed to Rob Noble, Andy 
Rigby, James Hanson and Dave Mitchell for their tireless work in setting 



18 
 

up and packing away the toys from church back into the shed by the 
Cross.   
 

Celebrations 
 

• For our amazing team of volunteers who work so hard and for all 
that they do, especially for Jenny Hanson and Ann Fitchett who 
have given so much to make Noah's Ark such a great group. 

• For the relationships built with the parents and families. 
 

Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• For us to be able to safely restart in the near future. 
• For more volunteers to be raised up from the church and within 

the attendees of Noah's Ark 
• For opportunities to be able to invite the parents and families to 

other events at St Stephen's 

Jenny Hanson and Simon McEvansoneya  
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Mission Partnership Team 
 

The Lord executes righteousness: and justice for all who are oppressed. 
Psalm 103: 6 
 

In 2019 the St Stephen’s Mission Partnership Team continued to serve 
and support ten local and global Mission Partners through their link 
person or home group, including two new mission partners. 
 

Prayer remains fundamental to this partnership with all our Mission 
Partners, so we ensure each week they are prayed for in turn throughout 
the year. We also engage in the practical aspects of local and global 
mission, including arranging speakers and mission events, responding to 
urgent needs, and supporting local refugees through the Guildford 
Diocesan refugee officer. 
 

Celebrations 
 

• For each one of our local and global Mission Partners, David 
Mitchell who retired from our team, for our continuing members 
Barbara Hughes, Anne Laver and Simon Burchell, and the 
participation of all our Mission Partner link people. 

• We warmly welcomed our then new Vicar, Jenn Riddlestone, as ex 
officio member of our Team.  

• For our Mission Partners who visited us and spoke at services: 
excellent talks by Jane Harding on CMCT and Jane Saunders about 
Crossways Counselling. Katrina and Adam Martin’s visit was 
inspirational as ever. We were particularly honoured to celebrate 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide’s 40th anniversary with founder and 
Chief Executive, Mervyn Thomas, enjoying a wonderful decorated 
cake by church member Barbara Frost. At the same time, we 
marked the annual International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church including with a prayer tree.  
 

For 2020 the year commenced well. A delightful evening with Jane & Tim 
Rocke updating us on their ministry in France complete with delicious 
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French wine & cheeses, and in March, the late Michael Clark spoke 
engagingly about Hope School International. Then our plans put on hold 
by this unprecedented season.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• continue our connections with & general support for our Mission 
Partners in inventive ways; 

• be able to financially support our Mission Partners in full when 
incomes for charities are reduced; 

• enable participation of Mission Partners in our online services; 
• for each Mission Partners to feel prayed for & supported across the 

St Stephen’s church family. 
 
For information about our current Mission Partners please see our web 
page and speak to any of our Team if you would like information or wish 
to become involved in this mission focused ministry.  
 

Jenny Parsons 
Chair, St Stephen’s Mission Partnership Team 
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Buildings and Special Projects 
 

While we have some very pleasant and useful facilities, we also know that 
there are some items that need attention.  So, in the words of the Diocese 
of Guildford's "Transforming Church - Transforming Lives" we continue to 
maintain and try to improve our buildings so that they are fit for purpose 
in supporting today’s ministry and mission, to enable worship, fellowship, 
outreach and community activities. 
Thank you to everyone for prayer and financial support, and especially to 
Brian Baker and the volunteers who help him to get all these jobs done.  
Headlines from the last 18 months: 
 

Church Building. 
 

• Window Replacement (North Aisle). The large window at the end of 
the North Aisle had been leaking.  As well as letting in the weather, 
this also started to affect the plaster and paint inside the building.  
The window has now been replaced, keeping the look and feel of 
the old window. 
 

• Baptistry Windows. The leaking windows to the old baptistry (by the 
porch) have been repaired. 

 

• Porch Windows.  Sadly, there was some vandalism damage to the 
porch windows. Thanks to a timely grant from the Shottermill Great 
War Memorial Trust, which used to support and run the old village 
hall, the glazing has now been repaired by a local stained-glass 
company. 

 

• Tower Louvres. Some of the louvres on the belfry have been 
replaced.  As well as protecting the interior from the weather while 
letting the sound out, this action also prevents wildlife from 
coming in. 

 

• Church Floor. The church floor was beginning to show signs of 
wear and tear so over the period of a week the church was cleared 
and a new protective sealant and glaze was applied to the floor. 
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• North Vestry Roof. There were a number of related issues to the 
roof of the vestry where it joins the North Aisle behind the organ.  
The flashing and some tiles have been replaced, and the gutter 
downpipe repaired.  The situation is being monitored and it is 
hoped that the work will alleviate the interior dampness in that 
area. 
 

• Lavatory Project.   During the period there was an investigation into 
options to install an accessible all-user lavatory.  A scheme was 
selected but progress is on hold during the Covid 19 restrictions. 
 

33 Sunvale Avenue (Curate's House). Prior to letting the house for 
commercial rent while we don't have a Curate, a number of repairs and 
improvements were done including to: the kitchen, the 
downstairs lavatory and the bathroom. 
 

Glover's Flats.   There have also been a number of maintenance jobs done 
on the Glover's flats to keep them up to standard. 
 

  Peter Soar 
 

 
 
 



23 
 

Small Groups 
 

Homegroups 
 

There are a number of small groups that meet in homes around 
Shottermill, Haslemere and Fernhurst, where people gather to share in 
bible study, prayer and fellowship together. The leaders are a fantastic 
bunch, committed to helping those in their groups get to know God and 
each other through their time together. The groups have provided support 
in times of bereavement or other difficulty, laughter and celebration in 
joyful times and learning how to walk with God in different stages of life. 
 

The groups vary in their format, so there is a group to suit everyone. 
Please talk to Jenn if you would like to join a small group, or ask a friend 
who is already participating whether there is space for you to join them. 
 
 
Recharge 
 

2019 brought the launch of a new group, Recharge, for parents of 
children with additional needs. Run jointly with Sarah Noble and Lee 
Lees from 3 Counties church, it has attracted a small consistent group of 
mums, who share their joys and struggles together and eat lots of cake 
(though I think that is mainly the leaders…).  
 

We enjoy being with one another through good times and bad. Although 
run by the churches, this group is a social support group for people in the 
same situation of all faiths and none, although we talk about church 
stuff happily when it comes up. We also have a Facebook group where 
we share resources together. Contact Jenn for more information.  

 

Rev Jenn Riddlestone 
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Centring Prayer 
 

Centring Prayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares us to receive the 
gift of contemplative prayer, prayer in which we experience God's 
presence within us. Centring Prayer is not meant to replace other kinds of 
prayer. Rather, it adds depth of meaning to all prayer. 
 
Celebrations 
 

• Centring Prayer continued to run on Monday mornings until March 
when sadly the coronavirus pandemic made us shut down the 
church building. Whilst it was good to practice this regular time of 
peace and quiet each week in the church building, Centring Prayer 
can be done anywhere where you can spend 20 minutes or so in 
God’s presence. There are a number of apps that you can use to 
help you and we would like more people to be able to know how 
beneficial this time is, especially at this time. 

 

Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• We would love more people to know about Centring Prayer as it is 
a wonderful way to be quiet and reflective in God’s presence. 

• We pray that we can once more join with others in the church 
building to practice Centring Prayer. 
 

Julie Fox 
 

Thursday Communion 
 

The Thursday service is a warm intimate and friendly group of people, 
numbering between 7 and 15, who meet at 10am to celebrate 
communion. When we are able to meet again in the church building for 
Thursday communion, everyone is most welcome to join us. 
 

Celebrations 
 

• We celebrate the small regular group that continue to come to 
Thursday communion. 
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Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• We would love to introduce more people to the Thursday 
communion service, as it is still as life giving as it was when first 
celebrated by Jesus at the Passover. 

 

 

David Mitchell 
 
Prime Time 
 

Sadly, this is the last Prime Time Report for the Give Thanks Review at the 
AGM.  Prime Time started back in the early 2000s but we have decided 
reluctantly that the present committee must stand down.  Hopefully, 
something may arise in the future, even if in a slightly different format.   
 

Prime Time has stood for “friendship evangelism” and we are so grateful 
for the people who have been coming, for church people who have brought 
their friends, and for others from the community who have been joining us 
over the years. To many, Prime Time is the only Christian contact they 
have.  Through this time of coronavirus, we have kept in contact with those 
who have been coming to our events.  We have had tremendous feedback 
about how loving and supported people feel by this contact, and have said 
that St Stephens is a model of a loving community. 
 

We have all had joy in serving others, and seeing their enjoyment as God 
has enabled us to show His love.  We have been able to sow seeds and 
can only pray that they will grow.   
 

Over the years there have been many highlights – making the plaque 
outside the Cross, coach trips out, visits to the vineyard at Denbies, our 
“Strictly Have Fun Dancing”, murder mysteries, lunches out, talks, music, 
beetle drives and many, many more.  All accompanied by food! 
 

None of this would have been possible without the most tremendous 
support from all on the committee, all so willing to give of their time and 
energy to make sure everyone who came had the Prime Time of their life.   
 

Vanessa Kemp 
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Home Communion  
 

Over the past year we have continued to take a short service of Holy 
Communion once a month to some of the residents at Holy Cross Hospital, 
Brownscombe House, Home Green House, Shottermill House, Rolston 
House and Chestnut View and have been very blessed by the welcome we 
receive from the residents and the staff. 
 

Our team was enhanced this year by James Hanson joining us, and I am 
enormously grateful to him and to Maggie Grimshaw, Jean Clark and Jane 
Harding for so generously giving their time in order to maintain our 
schedule of communion visits which the residents and staff of the care 
homes so much appreciate.  At the end of 2019 Jane left the team to work 
for Home Start, a wonderful charity and a hugely valuable way of serving 
God in the community as well as being an excellent fit for her previous 
experience as a social worker. 
 

Our communion services at Chestnut View have been led this year by Rev 
Jenn, Rev Helen and Rev David Muskett, and as David leaves his ministry 
at Haslemere Methodist Church, I am also tremendously grateful to 
Reverend John Illsley, the incoming Methodist Minister, for being willing 
to continue taking a regular share of our communion visits to Chestnut 
View. 
 

We have, as always, been greatly blessed by the regular, unstinting 
support of Jean Burchell and Brenda Petrie in our visits to Brownscombe 
House, and by Erika Glaysher, Anne Longhurst, Robert Uffold, Maggie and 
Roger Grimshaw, Margaret Costagliola, Kenneth Lockwood, Vera Moorey 
and Andy Rigby at Chestnut View. 
 

Maggie, Jean, James and I are sad that we are currently not able to visit 
the care homes as they are all locked down against the present outbreak 
of Coronavirus, but we look forward to the time when we can take 
communion to them again, and when that time comes we do need more 
people to join us in this ministry; many of the residents we serve have been 
churchgoers all their lives, and it is an enormous comfort to them to be 
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able, still, to receive the sacrament as part of our church family, even 
though they can no longer physically join us in church. 
Celebrations: 

 

• The commitment of all the people who have given their time to this 
ministry so graciously, so that the Care Home residents can still be 
part of the body of Christ. 

• The kindness and support of the staff at the Care Homes we visit 
 

Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• God to call more members of the congregation into this ministry. 
• God to protect the staff and residents of the care homes during the 

present outbreak of Coronavirus, and to bless them with the 
presence of His Holy Spirit. 
 

Sarah Weldon 
 
Chestnut View Care Home 
 

I am so grateful for all the time we could visit our friends at Chestnut 
view. We miss it very much and l have kept in touch with them every 
other week to ask how they all had been and send them love from our 
church and that we would remember them in our prayers at St Stephens 
church. 

 

Erika Glaysher 
 
Men@St Stephens 

 

Men@St Stephen’s is an opportunity for the men to get together and also 
invite friends who do not attend the Sunday service. 
 

Up until lockdown in March this year Men at St Stephen's were meeting 
every other month, for a curry evening.  It’s been a good opportunity for 
men who are regular Church goers, their friends plus those who have an 
association with St Stephens to meet for a meal and a drink.  
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An average of 16 men have been attending, mainly from St Stephen's but 
were joined by a few others from other churches on occasions. Since 
March like everything else Covid -19 has prevented us from meeting. 
 

Celebrations 
 

• We give thanks for the times that we were able to meet before 
lockdown for a curry and fellowship together. A good time was had 
by all. 
 

Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• We pray that we soon will be able to meet again. A few of our 
number including myself have had to isolate so we pray that we 
keep well and do not contract coronavirus. 

 
Rob Noble 

 
Church Run Courses 
 

Alpha 
 

Once we embarked on Lockdown, it was clear we were stepping into the 
unknown a bit with our online worship. But it also marked a turning point 
for many who felt moved to begin asking those searching questions of life. 
The Alpha UK team in London worked very quickly to turn what has been 
a remarkably successful in-person course to an online offering, and we 
began to explore how we could do the same in early May.  

Through prayer, we joyfully kicked off Alpha at the end of May and ran right 
up to the beginning of August. Meeting on Monday evenings via Zoom, 
Louisa, myself and 6 intrepid explorers of faith met each week to chat, 
watch the Alpha talks, and spend time in discussion of the meaty issues. 
Remarkably, some of our members were very local and otherwise as far 
spread as Southampton and London. It was such a cherishing time for all, 
and the online mode of the course encouraged some really deep 
conversations, yet a real spirit of openness and candour from everyone.  
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We had many laughs, tears and jokes alongside getting to grips with the 
important questions, and have been so blessed at seeing God at work 
through everyone’s lives – sowing seeds of faith, through to watering 
them into glorious salvation. The only challenge we had was working out 
how to run an alpha ‘away-day’ on a Saturday. With some help from Alpha 
leaders who had gone before, we fitted the Alpha day into a morning near 
the start of July where we could journey through who the Holy Spirit is, 
and how we can be filled with the Spirit. Then followed a powerful time of 
ministry and individual prayer, where God gave many words of knowledge 
through his Spirit.  

Our group have managed to meet with us 1:1, and had the joy of an end of 
course picnic on the green to celebrate coming to the end of part 1. The 
most important question to answer – what comes next? As from mid-
September, we are running a ‘Beta’ course – the Bible Course that Noel, 
Marion and their homegroup hosted a few years back, which will be open 
to all (again on Monday evenings online). Thank you for keeping us in your 
prayers throughout – it is so amazing to see those prayers answered.  

James Hanson and Louisa Mason 
 

Resolve  

The end of January through to late February saw over 20 people embark 
on the New Year Resolve course in church – a course designed to help a 
group work towards the goal of self-betterment. Those who joined 
the course were split between a Wednesday evening group hosted by 
Jenn and James and Monday afternoon group hosted by Fiona Short.  
 

It was a brilliant four-week programme for those looking to make a major 
change in their lives, achieve personal transformations or wanting to set 
better habits and resolutions in stone. Each week was spent in turn gently 
exploring how to look after our bodies, strengthen our minds, inspire our 
souls and deepen our relationships.  We were able to discuss and share 
thoughts, feeling and ideas in a safe and confidential space.  Through 
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times of open sharing of past experiences, good habits and practices, 
video teaching from experts and times asking one another exciting 
questions, we all journeyed to a better place. The groups felt very inclusive, 
warm, welcoming, honest, gracious, open and attentive towards one 
another – and it is fair to say we were all challenged each week. Towards 
the end of each session, we had a chance to pause, reflect on Psalms, 
feedback pearls of wisdom and prayerfully consider activities we could 
embark on for the following week.  
Where we think we all grew most was in listening to each other, sharing 
advice and wisdom that we had tried that works for us, and deciding which 
small changes we want to put into practise into our own lives. Some of 
those have already been tested such as: looking out for the beauty of 
Milford ponds on train journeys to London, stopping to dwell in cherished 
pieces of classical music and making much more of a determined effort 
to master going off to sleep well.  For those not there in person – we’ll 
leave you a couple of key questions that you may want to ask of 
yourselves and your dearest: How do you look after yourself? What helps 
you nourish your soul? 
 

James Hanson, Jenn Riddlestone and Fiona Short 
 

Prayer Course  

Last Autumn saw our first Prayer Course take place over 8 Wednesday 
evenings. Twenty intrepid prayers set forth on the Pete Greig initiative 
‘how to pray’ from his world-wide 24-7 prayer network. 

As a down-to-earth adventure, we journeyed through challenging areas 
such as intercessory and unanswered prayer alongside listening to God 
and handling spiritual warfare - with the Lord’s Prayer as our key 
companion. 

The course involved a video followed by group discussion, feedback and 
testimony sharing and ended up with practise of ideas and then learning 
a new spiritual rhythm of prayer. Pete and his team have built a number of 
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key resources in their tool-kit so we happily indulged in learning to pray 
the Examen, Taizé worship, contemplative prayer, compline, Celtic 
worship and evening prayer to finish our days. 

Some of the riches to come from the course material were: 
PRAY - Pause, Rejoice, Ask, Yield 
Keep it simple. Keep it real. Keep it going. 
Get informed. Get inspired. Get indignant. Get in sync. 
God’s world. God’s war. God’s will. 

Having been a natural next-step from our prayer and praise initiative (and 
the planning by Paul Grant), it was so joyful to see so many indulge in 
growing their prayer life by asking the most important question: Lord, 
teach us to pray. We must keep on praying and asking that same question! 

James Hanson 

Prayer Quilts 
 

The Prayer quilts that have continued to be made over the last 13 years 
remain an integral part of our church ministry, freely available to anyone 
in our church family and the wider community. The quilts are a tangible 
sign of God's care for those suffering any life crisis - they are made and 
given with love. They all have short threads in them which are tied in a 
knot whilst a prayer for the recipient is being said, there is a personalised 
label on every quilt. The quilt is then delivered and can be kept forever.  
 

During lockdown we have still sent out quilts, they have been given to the 
person leading the Sunday Morning service, the quilts introduced and 
prayed over online - a different way of doing it!  
 

Our last quilt making workshop produced a huge number of quilts so there 
hasn't been the need for another one yet.... These workshops have been 
great fun, the church full of ladies (and gentlemen!) all working hard to 
make new quilts. 
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Thank you all for providing fabric, coming to the workshops, 
highlighting those who would benefit from a quilt.  
We have given away over 200 quilts, please continue to pray for all who 
have received one. 
If you know anyone who you think would like a quilt please pray about it 
first. The recipient should always be asked whether they would like a quilt, 
but please check with Donna or Jill first to find out how to go about it. 

 

Thank you  
Donna Rigby, Jill Soar, Nicky Slade. 

 
 

  
 
 

 
ZionWorx and OBS 
 

How much can change in one year? Well for all of us the pandemic has 
had profound impacts, some good and some not so good and this 
especially true of the ZionWorx Team. We began the year with 2 teams of 
ZionWorx operators, one each for the 9am and 10.45am service and their 
different styles of worship (for those of you wondering what ZionWorx is, 
it is the software we use in Church to project words and images onto the 
2 screens). Then the pandemic arrived and we were no longer allowed to 
meet in Church and along with many other teams ended up in limbo.  
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However, lockdown brought new opportunities as well as challenges and 
during the summer we began to investigate how we could live stream a 
more familiar style of service using software called OBS (Open 
Broadcaster Software). Our Dwell Lite services led by James and Louisa 
and an All Age service led by Simon were among our first attempts over 
the summer. These positive experiences have given us the 
technical knowledge, experience and confidence to grow our new team of 
OBS Operators and the range of services we can support. The result is the 
new format 10.45am service on Sunday morning with a mixture of live 
worship from Church, Bible readings, liturgy and a sermon (all with word 
overlays!).  
 

Dwell Lite will also be continuing every 3rd Sunday of the month in the 
evening. Our new OBS operator team includes both familiar faces from the 
original ZionWorx Team as well as new volunteers. Finally, we fondly 
remember Michael Clark who recently passed away. Michael served 
faithfully as a ZionWorx operator on the 9am team for many years (among 
the many other contributions he made to our Church community). We will 
miss his reliable and joyful dedication to the team. 
 

Celebrations 
 

• Our new team of OBS Operators who are Paul Marshall, Dave 
Mitchell, Andy Riddlestone, Simon McEvansoneya and Peter Soar.  
We are blessed to have such talented and dedicated individuals! 

• The newly upgraded superfast Church broadband which will 
enable us to stream high quality audio and video to and from 
Church. Many thanks to Brian Baker for his perseverance in setting 
this up! 

• Andy Rigby and the Worship Team for all their help and support in 
testing and setting up sound and video for streaming. 

• Jesse Caie for his awesome pre-recorded worship videos for Dwell 
Lite and Peter Soar for his national radio quality pre-recorded Bible 
readings. 

 

Challenges and Prayer Points 
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• Please pray for all team members as we can continue to come to 
grips with the new technology and software. 

• Please pray for calmness, peace and technical insight during 
services for each OBS operator when they are on duty. 

• Please pray that all the tech works! 
Ralf Mason 

 
 

Prayer Ministry 
 

It seems a long time since we were in Church and able to pray ‘face to 
face,’ but this has not prevented us from praying!  God has given us 
amazing opportunities to pray for one another through the Prayer Chain, 
(thank you, Hilary, for keeping us so well informed) and through the 
‘Comments ‘section in Morning and Evening prayers. 
 

Many of the phone conversations I have had during this pandemic have 
ended with me asking if I could pray for the person while on the phone, 
bringing their needs and concerns to the Lord and they have often also 
prayed for me.  This has been another increasingly powerful and helpful 
way to pray, which I would encourage others to follow.   
Michael and I have felt tremendously supported by the love and prayers 
of our St Stephen’s family throughout these months and I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone who has prayed for us. 
 

God bless you all. 
With my love, thanks and prayers 

Jean Clark 
 

During both our Sunday morning services we have a dedicated team of 
people to pray with you or for you. Any member of the congregation is 
welcome, whether it's prayer for themselves, a family member or for a 
friend. 
 

Sometimes something from the sermon, the bible readings or the 
intercessions has struck a chord. Sometimes it's difficult to find the 
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words so it's helpful for someone else to speak with you and perhaps for 
you. Hopefully it's always a comfort. 
Anything shared with any member of the team is in confidence. 
 

Celebrations  
 

• We thank God for all our team members and their faithfulness. 
• We celebrate all those who have come forward for ministry. 
• We praise God for all his answers. 

 

Challenges and Prayer Points  
 

• We pray for courage for all who are hesitant or are not sure. 
• We pray for encouragement for new members to step forward, if 

this is you please speak to Jenn. 
• As we all know life has given all of us challenges in the last 6 

months; some great some small and sadly face to face prayer 
contact was suspended along with our services. Now, as start to 
meet in church once again but with limited contact with each 
other we are waiting for prayer ministry to be reinstated but this 
must be done within all the Covid-19 guide lines and advice. 

 
A few lines from St. Patrick, affirming the knowledge that God is with you 
and me always 

Christ with me 
Christ before me 
Christ behind me 

Christ in me 
Christ beneath me 
Christ above me 

Christ on my right 
Christ on my left 

 

Maura Howard 
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Leaders and Preachers 
 

This is a lovely team of those who have trained to lead services and/or 
preach here at St Stephen’s. I am thankful for all of them. We gather two 
or three times a year to chat about the plans for preaching themes and to 
help one another think through some of the issues that have come up. I 
really value the variety of voices on the preaching team here, as we engage 
differently with scripture throughout the year.  
 

In 2019 we thought about how we could live good and beautiful lives in 
the service of God, looking at spiritual disciplines, and then thought about 
how the stories of the patriarchs and matriarchs in the early books of the 
Old Testament can help us discover more about God and how we relate to 
him. 2020 brought a change of pace, following the lectionary readings 
through Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, and moving on to look at God’s 
blessings to us. Lent began, but the services had to move online quickly 
as Covid began, but that is for next year’s report. 

 

Rev Jenn Riddlestone 
 
 
 

Welcome/Stewarding Team 
 

Whilst having reported last year that the Welcome Team was low on 
volunteers, we successfully filled all rotas for both Sunday services – 
albeit with reduced numbers of welcomers on the door.  
 

This report is now six months overdue, over in this period we have been 
dealing with the consequences of Covid-19, meaning no services in 
Church with a congregation. Happily, the situation is now changed and we 
are once again meeting at 9am for the shortened Communion Service.  At 
present this requires only one welcomer on the door (armed with wipes, 
hand gel and other necessities…) so we are well able to fill the rotas at 
present.  
 

Celebrations 
 

• We have welcomed 16 new people to the church this year 
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Challenges and Prayer Points 
 

• It is always prudent to have a back-up supply of welcomers and 
should anyone like to join the team please do get in touch with me. 

 

Claire Honeywood 
 
Green Team and Eco Church 

 

Giving thanks for a revitalised Green Team! 

St Stephen’s green team has recently been revived in order to help us work 
towards our silver Eco Church award. There are several new members 
which is a real answer to prayer! We continue to be committed to 
honouring the 5th Mark of Mission ‘to strive to safeguard the integrity of 
creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth’ in all aspects of 
church life. In the past year, St Stephen’s has: 

• Held a special evening with Ruth Valerio in November about her 
book ‘L is for Lifestyle: Christian living that doesn’t cost the earth’. 
This attracted an audience of over 80 people, including several 
from other churches and local green groups such as Transition 
Haslemere and Love Haslemere Hate Waste; 

• Led the 6-week Lent course on the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
book ‘Saying Yes to Life’ (written by Ruth Valerio) looking at the 
Creation story to re-inspire a fresh love in us for the world that God 
has made; 

• Spoken with the Haslemere Town Council about the importance of 
declaring a climate emergency (which was unanimously agreed) 

• Built a closer relationship with local green groups, including 
support for a clothes swap event at Woolmer Hill in March and 
planning future green projects for Haslemere. 
 

We also give thanks that the Diocese of Guildford is now the first silver 
Eco Diocese in the country! Seventy churches in the Diocese are now 
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registered as Eco Churches, including 25 bronze award winners (like St 
Stephen’s) and 5 silver award winners.   

The CofE has declared 2020 to be ‘an extraordinary year’ for acting on 
climate change, especially as the UK is hosting the UN climate talks this 
year. Please be praying that: 

• We can find ways for St Stephen’s to reduce its own carbon 
emissions; 

• Our work to care for creation continues to be missional, helping us 
to live out our faith; 

• Future projects such as a St Stephen’s Eco Church stand at the 
Charter Fair and help with establishing a Repair Café help us to 
witness to and serve our community. 

Jean Leston 
 

Pastoral Ministry Team 

At present the members of our Pastoral Care Group are: 

Jane Saunders (co-ordinator), Jean Clark, (and until recently, the late 
Michael Clark), Maggie Grimshaw. Anne Laver, Jenny and James Hanson, 
Jean Burchill, Jill Soar, Jim Honeywood, Sue Galley and Sarah Weldon.  
Jean Burchill, Jim Honeywood and Jill Soar have completed the Diocesan 
Pastoral Assistants training and are therefore licenced Pastoral 
Assistants. The remainder of us visit in our capacity as friends and fellow 
congregation members. All do the most amazing job in keeping Jenn and 
I informed and making us aware of the needs of those in the parish. 

We meet on the first Monday of the month at 6.30pm to support each 
other, pray, and identify those who may need a visit and prayer. It is also a 
time when we can discuss any difficulties we may have encountered and 
share the joys of being a church family. We continue to pray through the 
month for those we are involved with. It has been great to have Jenn with 
us this year to oversee the work we do. The aim of the group is to support 
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Jenn in her pastoral ministry - despite her energy and capability she 
cannot possibly do all of this herself!  Our team are her eyes and ears in 
the church and in the wider parish – keeping an eye out for those who may 
not have been at church recently and visiting those who are unwell or in 
any sort of difficulty. In the current coronavirus outbreak this is more 
important than ever, and we will be following up by phone those who have 
to self -isolate but still need to hear that we care for them as Jesus does. 
Even if we cannot be there in person we can pray on the phone! 

Please do let me know if you have concerns about a church member and 
we will follow this up.  If the matter is urgent then please speak to Jenn.  
If you are interested in training as a Pastoral Assistant Jean, Jim or Jill 
would be happy to share their experience with you, and if you then want to 
go ahead Jenn is responsible for putting suitable candidates forward. 

You all do great work in looking out for and caring for each other. Thank 
you so much for sharing God’s love for His people in this way 

Jane Saunders 
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Give thanks for everything that happens here at St Stephen’s! 

 
 
 


