
A Collection of 13 Daily Prayers from 31 October - 12 November 
to guide you in praying for this important event.

PRAYER BOOKLET
COP26

The planet needs our prayers





This prayer booklet is to help you understand what COP 26 is, the effects of climate change 
and why it is so important to support it as Christians by praying for it. The introduction will 
take you through why it is important to be praying and why praying now really matters.

      

These critical climate talks in Glasgow will determine the future of our world. World leaders 
at the 26th UN Climate Change Conference will be discussing the changes in the planet’s 
average temperature, and the resulting shifts in weather patterns and what can be done to 
halt the alarming rising trend in global warming. The vital decisions made here will affect 
us all.

In 2015, 195 countries came together to discuss how to tackle climate change, which re-
sulted in the Paris Agreement. This was a ground-breaking commitment to stop the global 
average temperature from increasing by more than 2°C, and to do all they could to limit it 
to 1.5°C. But despite this, global emissions are still rising and temperatures have already 
climbed by about 1.2°C.

    

As Christians, we know that ‘the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and all 
who live in it’ (Psalm 24:1).

We’re called to act justly and to love our neighbours. God’s creation is good, but the way

we’ve damaged it is causing global warming and pushing people deeper into poverty.

Responding to the climate emergency has to be a key part of living out our faith.

There is positive news too!

• The Anglican Church of Southern Africa, a church of 3–4 million people, has declared a 
climate emergency and is scaling up its use of renewable energy.

• The Church of England has committed to reaching net-zero emissions by 2030.

• 85% of British people are concerned about climate change; the majority are very concerned.

• Almost half of Britons intend to reduce the amount they fly for holidays post-lockdown.

• Churches, theological colleges and dioceses all over the UK are declaring a climate 
emergency in 2021 and making plans to respond.

Through prayer we can make a difference.

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will 
he hears us. 1 John 5:14

Let us be confident and bring these prayers to our Lord.

Why should Christians be praying for COP26?

Why is it important for Christians to be praying at this time?



Each day is themed for your prayer session focussing on specific calls to prayer and 
further bible passages to consider prayerfully should you wish to. Please refer back to 
the first four prayers representing the four goals of COP 26 as often as the Lord leads 
you to.

Let’s begin in praise and confession for the earth created by God in this general prayer.

Creator God, this earth is miraculous and beautiful. Forgive our confusion and inaction 
as we confront the challenges of climate change.

In the light of your truth, seen so clearly in the life and teaching of Jesus, help us to 
re-examine ourselves and our lifestyle choices and see clearly the implications of how 
we live on all that sustains life on this earth. May we follow your leading in caring for 
every aspect of this precious world, which you made and love.

We pray for world leaders to agree radical actions in Glasgow this November that will 
help protect our world from the impact of global heating for future generations.

Throughout history you have moved people to do amazing things for the sake of their 
neighbours. Inspire us now to work together, as your people, to change priorities in the 
way we live, so that we build a fair and safe world for all your creation; a world where 
your will is done as it is in heaven. Amen

Pray for the four ambitious targets which include;

• countries providing more ambitious climate plans

• adaptation measures to protect the environment

• agreeing on finance to support poorer countries

• agreeing a rule-book to guide their future collaboration

Father God we pray that the negotiators and diplomats will be united in their determination to 
resolve the on-going issues and focus with determination on moving forwards in agreement.

We pray for the preparations for this summit and for all the meetings that will take place.

We pray above all for those formulating national policies: Lord, grant them vision and 
ambition.

Amen
Read Jeremiah 17: 7-8

   DAY 1   /   31 OCTOBER 2021

Praying for the UN climate talks



The second goal for COP 26 is to adapt to protect communities and natural 
habitats.

   DAY 3   /  2 NOVEMBER 2021

All countries are asked to put forward ambitious 2030 emission reduction targets that 
align with reaching net zero by the middle of the century. In order to deliver these 
challenging targets, countries will need to phase out the use of fossil fuels, encourage 
investment in renewables and electric vehicles and drastically reduce deforestation.

We pray urgently for an increase of ambition from every country that has not yet made 
an adequate commitment – especially the major emitters.

Lord you know that this is going to require a huge change of heart – and potentially 
quite a bit of negotiation. We pray that all leaders will appreciate the vital importance 
of this goal and make genuine and tangible commitments rather than just promising 
future action.

Amen
Read Hebrews 4:12

We pray that nations can work effectively together to enable and encourage countries 
affected by climate change to protect and restore their ecosystems and build defences, 
warning systems and resilient infrastructure and agriculture to avoid future loss of homes, 
livelihoods and even lives.

Amen
Read 1 John 3:17 - 18

We pray for a massive breakthrough to emerge during COP26 from richer countries, 
to make the necessary finances available for poorer countries so they can mobilise 
adaptation and mitigation programmes. Such a breakthrough is even tougher when 
Covid-19 has caused huge economic impact – and yet without it, all our futures, and in 
particular the futures of all those living in poorer countries, are precarious.

Amen
Read Isaiah 43:18 - 19

   DAY 2   /  1 NOVEMBER 2021

The first goal for COP 26 is to secure global net zero by 2050 and keep 1.5 
degrees within reach.

   DAY 4   /  3 NOVEMBER 2021

To deliver on the first two goals, developed countries must make good on 
their promise to mobilise at least $100bn in climate finance per year.



The warming of oceans due to climate change

   DAY 6   /  5 NOVEMBER 2021

Countries must finalise the Paris Rulebook in order to provide an agreed process of 
accounability for pledges made. They must also agree how to accelerate action to 
tackle the climate crisis through collaboration between governments, businesses and 
civil society.

We pray for the building of trust and relationships that must be forged in order to enable 
this massive and essential goal to be achieved in Glasgow.

Amen
Read Proverbs 3:5-6

Oceans would continue to warm for centuries even if greenhouse gas emissions were 
frozen at today’s levels, say scientists. Globally 93% of the excess heat caused by the rise 
in greenhouse gases, has now been absorbed by the oceans. The warming of the oceans 
due to climate change is now on-going. Increasing temperatures have anegative effect on 
all kinds of marine life and result in coral bleaching, sea-level rises and increase the risks 
of severe storms.

Pray that we, as individuals, undertake all the actions that we can take ourselves. And pray that 
God will guide people around the world to demand action from governments and businesses, 
to avert some of the threats outlined.

Amen
Read Psalm 25 4 - 5

Covid-19 has brought many negative impacts. In addition to health issues, one is plastic 
pollution as a result of both disposable PPE and single-use face masks.

Scientists at University College London estimate that if everyone one in the UK used a single-use 
face mask every day for a year, over 66,000 tons of contaminated waste could be created each 
year in the UK. The masks also pose a specific threat to sea birds, which can get tangled up in 
the elastic cords. Reusable masks, which are readily available, can help to alleviate the problem. 
Pray that we can find ways to keep both people and our environment safe.

Amen
Read Genesis 2:15

   DAY 5   /  4 NOVEMBER 2021

Countries can only rise to the challenges of the climate crisis by working 
together to deliver the pledges made.
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Plastic pollution



   DAY 8   /  7 NOVEMBER 2021

Forests under threat
A report shows that throughout 2019, every six seconds – about the time it took to type 

this phrase - the earth lost a football pitch’s worth of primary forest cover. Forest losses 

affect ecosystems and biodiversity.

We lament the destruction of primary forests and pray for all initiatives to reduce forest 

losses – including investor initiatives and new efforts by Brazilian states to protect the 

Amazon despite a lack of national support. We also give thanks for work by countries 

such as Indonesia, where policy improvements are leading to positive change.

Lord we pray for the protection of these vital forests for both animal and humankind. Pray 

for governments around the world to do more to encourage the protection of existing forest 

reserves, and the establishment of new areas of woodland particularly on marginal land. 

Give thanks for the work of the Forest Stewardship Council in promoting the responsible 

management of the world’s forests and establishing regulations to prevent the illegal ex-

ploitation of timber reserves.

Amen
Read Revelation 22:1 - 2

Caroline Hickman, a psychotherapist from Bath University, says that ‘eco-anxiety’ is 
affecting increasing numbers of children and young people as the climate destabilises. 
Her research is based on talking to children in the UK and in the Maldives. She also 
facilitates workshops in schools with the Climate Psychology Alliance in the UK where 
young people can share their concerns about the climate and ecological emergency.

Caroline explains: “Talking to children about climate change gives a fresh perspective on the 
absurdity of doing so little about the climate emergency and also highlights the troubling 
disconnect between what politicians say - and what they do.... Broken promises and inaction 
coupled with the enormity of the climate crisis are all beginning to take their toll on children’s 
mental health….”

We pray for a greater sensitivity to the burdens so many youngsters feel about climate 
change and for their concerns to be an impetus for real, positive change.

Amen
Read Matthew 11:28
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Eco anxiety in children
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The impact of cyclones
The number of hurricanes or cyclones reaching Category 4 or 5 in the Northern hemisphere 

in 2020 broke all records. In the Atlantic basin, there were 30 named tropical storms including 

Hurricanes Eta, Iota and Laura, which had major impacts in the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico and 

Atlantic basin – made even worse because of the impact of the pandemic.

Pray for the victims of these damaging storms, still struggling to rebuild shattered lives. Pray 

for political leaders in all countries likely to experience such hazards, that they may put much 

greater emphasis on early warning systems and disaster preparedness, particularly for the 

most vulnerable people.

Amen
Read Isaiah 4: 5 - 6

“The Christian’s duty is to the body of Christ ..... not just to the people who happen to be with 
you now, people you happen to be involved with here, but to a future community in which all, 
friends and strangers, have their place... 

It’s why Christians ought to be passionately and sacrificially concerned about the environment, 
for the very simple reason that we are called to be faithful to the future, even through we 
can’t see it, to a future of harmony and reconciliation with the whole creation. 

Our failure to be loyal to this particular aspect of the future is one of the most crass and 
troubling forms of injustice that afflicts our world – not to mention our Church today.” 

Former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams.

Father of Creation, God of Grace,

We thank you for the gift of this world. For beauty, for the gift of life and love.

Father of Creation, God of Grace,

We thank you for the stunning diversity found within creation.

Mountains, streams and the changing of the seasons.

You declared it to be good, and it is good.

   DAY 11   /  10 NOVEMBER 2021

Being faithful to the future



It is beautiful.

We thank you for our capacity to behold the mystery of wonder,

For the times when our breath is taken away by what we behold.

You declared it to be good, and it is good. It is beautiful

Yet Instead of acting as gardeners, we have plundered Eden.

We live in a world of endings and extinctions, We have misused our power

Lord have mercy.

Call us afresh to our poetical and prophetic calling so that we can discern and speak

truth to the reality in which we find ourselves.

Wake us up, equip us afresh. The world is in peril, Let us be your hands and feet.

Father of Creation, God of Grace.

Amen

Revd Jon Swale

Read Revelation 5:13

We face a challenge when using the term ‘emergency’ to describe our present situation. 
For some people, it feels disempowering, as if we’re saying that the situation is beyond our 
control, too difficult for us to resolve and so pointless to fight.

An emergency can be not about anger or fear or panic - but about a focused, realistic 
assessment of where we are, the tools we have available to us, the changes that need to 
happen, and how we can both implement them on a small scale and work together to see 
them implemented on a large scale.

As Christians, we bring some particular tools - a worldview that sees the intrinsic value of 
all creation, a calling to love of neighbour which incorporates the need for climate justice, 
and a trust in the One who created, redeems and sustains all that is - the wellspring of our 
hope. May we bring all of these to the table.

We pray that all Christians may be inspired to take action in response to our emergency 
situation. We pray for wisdom, that such action may be taken in ways that genuinely protect 
the earth and its many communities, and that reflect the love, justice and mercy that are 
hallmarks of God’s Kingdom.
Amen
Maranda St John Nicolle/CCOW

Read Philippians 2: 1-4

   DAY 12   /  11 NOVEMBER 2021

Responding to this emergency
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Christians working together
The Environmental Issues Network (EIN) of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
brings together representatives of all the major denominations and Christian environ-
mental organisations. They work to coordinate activities and opportunities to ensure 
maximum effectiveness and also work in partnership with the UK’s Climate Coalition.

Pray that Christians will speak out with one strong, united voice to express their concern 
over what is happening to God’s precious world

We pray that Christian organisations will have the resources and motivation to provide 
challenging ideas that will catch the public imagination. Pray too for effective cooperation 
and partnership between all denominations and organisations in responding to this huge 
issue.

We pray for our parish and local community: that decisions taken in our parish life will help 
us live simply, sustainably and in solidarity with the earth and all life within it. Lord, in your 
mercy…

O God, who calls all people to justice and care for the earth, hear and grant these prayers. 

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen
Read Ecclesiastes 4:9

Creator God, giver of life, you sustain the earth and direct the nations. In this time of climate 
crisis, grant us clarity to hear the groaning of creation and the cries of the poor.

Challenge us to change our lifestyles. Guide our leaders to take courageous action. Enable 
your church to be a beacon of hope. And foster within us a renewed vision of your purposes 
for your world, through Jesus Christ our Lord, by and for whom all things were made.

Amen

Prayer from the Archbishop of York



Thank you for spending the time to pray for this and hope that you found it useful.

There are also some useful videos to view at home’ that will be used during the 
prayer vigil: 

Gratitude: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QuI0FwdsdQ&t=11s

Lament: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LsqrROrAcM

Discernment: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1270612226399809

Hope: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2P1yt0xc6E

Action: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsO-aoWBeS4

And finally: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyYwCG4Tf_c

Produced by The Green Team using various Christian resources



St Stephen’s Church, Shottermill 2021


