
 “PRAY 2019”  - CHURCH RENEWAL 
 

At the beginning of a New Year, the Prayer Bulletin encouraged us all to make a 
fresh commitment to discipleship. It challenged us to think seriously about the 
quality of our Christian lives as we prepare for the Rev. Jenn Riddlestone’s 
induction on the 20th March. The January Sunday Evening Praise & Prayer was 
well attended and inspirational, with everyone present standing to commit 
themselves to God’s service, using the words of the Methodist Prayer Covenant. 
 

This month our theme is our Church Community. In what ways should we be 
preparing ourselves for Jenn’s leadership? A new leader will bring new vision of 
what we might become as the spiritual heart of our parish. This has the potential 
to challenge present attitudes and could test our level of commitment to doing 
God’s work in God’s way. How prepared are we to meet these challenges? 
 

Thankfully we do not have to face these challenges alone. God has placed each of 
us in our church to love and support one another. We need each other! Paul in 
writing to the young church in Corinth, used the metaphor of the body to convince 
them of the importance of this divine inter-dependence. (See 1 Corinth. 12:12-31). 
The body is one of several metaphors for the church. This leaflet offers 
suggestions for daily reflections and prayer based on some of these metaphors. 
 

In his acclaimed book, ‘The Purpose Driven Church’, Dr Rick Warren suggests that a 
healthy growing church will show five New Testament qualities 

• Warmer   through    fellowship  ) 
• Deeper    through  discipleship    )  Shall we ask God how  
• Stronger  through  worship  )  we can contribute to 
• Broader    through   ministry  )  our church’s health? 
• Larger    through  evangelism ) 
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Turn your eyes upon Jesus; Look full, into his wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

In the light of his glory and grace. 
	



SOME METAPHORS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Monday              ONE BODY, MANY PARTS 
 

Reading for today: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31   
‘If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  …..’ v. 17 &18. All of us have a 
unique part to play in the church. If we are a spectator and not fulfilling our role 
the church is impoverished.  
 

YouTube Worship Song:     ‘I need thee every hour,’ https://youtu.be/tZIMDcgrF-Q	
 

A Prayer: ‘Lord help us to play our full part in the life of the church. Show us how we 
can contribute more fully.’    (See the church notice board for a list of vacancies.) 
 

Topics: > Julie  & office staff and the massive contribution they make. 
> Church publicity – Facebook, website, newsletters and more.  
> Churchwardens - Colin & Claire, Church Treasurer - Noel 

 

Tuesday              A BUILDING OF LIVING STONES 
 

Reading for today: 1 Peter 2:4-8  
‘You like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. … “See I lay a 
stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and one who trusts in him will never 
be put to shame.”’ 
 

YouTube Worship Song:  ‘Cornerstone’   https://youtu.be/a3HH__-1Zbs	
 
Prayer: ‘I worship You Lord as the cornerstone of my faith. My hope is built on nothing 
less than Jesus blood & righteousness. Help me to fully play my part in church life’. 
 

Topic: Rainbow Nursery  > Kim Windebank and her staff;  
> Good enrolment numbers, quality of education  
> Parents and coffee morning socials 

  8-week Bible society course starting Thursday 21 Feb – still time to join! 
 

Wednesday                    BRANCHES OF THE VINE 
  
Reading for today: John 15:1-8 
‘He cuts off every branch that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he 
trims clean so that it will be even more fruitful.’ 
Few enjoy being disciplined whether children or adults, but it is a necessary 
process if we are to grow to maturity in Christ. What area of our life is the Lord 
challenging us at the moment? 
 

YouTube Worship Song: ‘Spirit of the living God, https://youtu.be/BagH-zTfnsQ	
 



Prayer: This is one part of John Stott’s daily prayer that you might like to echo. 
‘Holy Spirit, I pray that this day you will fill me with yourself and cause your 
fruit to ripen in my life: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.’ 

Topics:  Other children and Youth ministries           
      > Noah’s ark and volunteers           
           > Sunday morning children’s groups and teachers  
           >  Youth work and support of Simon McEvansoneya 

Thursday                             FLOCK OF SHEEP   
Reading for today: John 10: 11-16             
 Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd, I know my sheep. I have other sheep that are
  not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice. “  
   Jesus cares deeply for people, seeks the lost and so should the church.   

YouTube Worship Song: ‘The Lord’s my Shepherd’ https://youtu.be/CSlfFUwmyFc	
Prayer: Various ministries of our church, especially        
   >  Pastoral care      >   Prayer ministry      
   > Crossways Counselling         >  Evangelism        
Pray for Jenn as she prepares to be inducted as our vicar on 20th March 

Friday                     FISHERS OF MEN 
Readings for today:Matthew 4:18-19, & Matthew 28:18-26 - The Great Commission                                       
‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’ At once they 
left their nets and followed him’.    …………..   Therefore ‘Go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’ 

As we prepare for new leadership in the church, evangelism is surely a high 
priority. It is well over a year, may be two years, since the last adult baptism.  
YouTube Worship Songs:   
‘I will make you fishers of men, if you follow’ https://www.youtu.be/=KL7uV5jF8Rk 
'Follow follow I would follow Jesus’ https://www.youtu.be/=0uGKoqc6_J0  

Prayer: Give thanks for blessings of Alpha in past years. Pray for a renewed zeal in 
personal & church evangelism. Pray for Mission partners & home group leaders. 

 

TWO PRAYERS FOR OUR NATION 
 

1. Lord, guide our political leaders and grant them wisdom, integrity &discernment. 
 

2. Lord, help us to build a strong and compassionate society. 
Evangelical Alliance 



Saturday                     RIVER OF LIFE 
 

Readings for today:  Ezekiel 47:1-12  &  Revelation 22:1-5 
 

“Life will flourish wherever this water flows……… Ezekiel 47: 8-12  
 

‘A river with the water of life… from the throne of God and of the Lamb. ….. On each 
side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, …. For the throne of 
God and of the Lamb will be there, and his servants will worship him.  And they will 
reign forever and ever’.  Rev. 22:1-5 

 

Both readings symbolise life from God and the blessings that flow from his throne. 
It is a gentle safe river expanding as it flows. The church, like the river, continues 
to grow from small beginnings of the early church to the billions worldwide today. 
God’s power can transform us no matter how lifeless or corrupt we may be. Even 
when we feel messed up and beyond hope, his power can heal us. Our destiny and 
that of the church is certain, but it is dependent upon the flow of God’s Holy Spirit. 

YouTube Worship: ‘The River’ https://www.youtu.be/=RGRCjWNwAg0  

Prayer: ‘ Lord help us to immerse ourselves in the river of God’s grace, to draw on the 

fullness of your Holy Spirit that transforms lives. Living in the power of the Spirit may 

we be effective in sharing the gospel of good news in our community.’ 

Topics for intercession: Prime Time leadership team and participants/guests 
 

SUNDAY                 THE BRIDE OF THE LAMB (CHRIST) 

Readings for today:  Revelation 21:9-11 
Then one of the seven angels …came and said to me, “Come with me! I will show you 
the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  He (Jesus) gave up his life for her  (the church) make 
her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. He did this to present her to 
himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish.  
What an amazing privilege to be part of the church, the bride of Christ! 
 YouTube Worship: ‘Refiner’s fire’ https://www.youtu.be/=9Y8zP34AhuU  

Prayer:  Pray for fullness of God’s presence in the weekly services on Sundays 

and Thursdays, and especially for music groups, service leaders, and preachers. 

“PRAY 2019” - PREPARING FOR NEW INCUMBENT  
 

 

Sunday 3 February     Praise & Prayer Evening         6:30 pm 
Monday’s 4/11/18/25 Feb.  Praise & Prayer            7:30 - 8:30pm 
 

Sunday 3 March         Praise & Prayer Evening         6:30 pm 
Monday 4 March        Praise & Prayer                  7:30 - 8:30pm 
Wed. 6 March    Ash Wednesday Communion Service       7:30 pm 
Monday’s11/18/25 March.  Praise & Prayer                 7:30 - 8:30pm 

Wednesday 20 March     INDUCTION OF NEW VICAR             7:30 pm 
	


