
“PRAY 2019”  -THANKSGIVING & VICAR’S INDUCTION 
 

This month we look forward to the induction of Rev. Jenn Riddlestone as our vicar. 
As we welcome her and her family into the fellowship of St. Stephens we pray for 
God’s richest blessing upon them. We pray that Jenn will be clearly led by God 
throughout her time of ministry here and be a blessing to us all. 
 

THANKSGIVING  
 Since the incumbency has been in vacancy for a year it is appropriate now to look 
back in thankfulness to God for blessings over the year. We give thanks for: 

 Those called of God to new spheres of service – Danny Wignall (Vicar, to 
Diocesan Mission adviser), Clare Shepherd (Curate, to an incumbency), 
Louisa Mason (Director of Operations, to a senior post with Urban Saints), 
Amber Beresford (Family Worker, to ordination training at Trinity, Bristol) and 
Helen Mitchell (NSM deacon temporarily seconded to St Peter’s Petersfield.)  

 Church Office Staff - Julie Fox assisted by Sarah Weldon carrying an 
increased workload, Jenny Hanson replacing Amber as Family Worker, and 
David Mitchell working quietly ‘behind the scenes’.  

 Churchwardens, Colin Short & Claire Honeywood, our Church Treasurer, Noel 
Fairbairn, and our Youth worker, Simon McEvansonya. 

 We appreciate the huge contribution made by our music group. 
 And for the many others who have stepped up to fill gaps – Thank you. 
 For over 60 people, who have participated in Praise & Prayer on one or more 

occasions and have continued with us into “Pray 2019”.  
 Sunday Evening Praise & Prayer with Simon Coleman has been a highlight. 
 We have valued the stimulating ministry of visiting clergy leading services. 
 We celebrate fruitful initiatives with Noah’s Ark & Rainbow Nursery parents  
 We rejoice in the new Bible Society 8-week course started in February. 

 

We thank God for these and other blessings during the vacancy that show that God 
is moving among us in a new and remarkable way. He is faithful. We trust God for 
the future.   To God, be the glory! Let’s keep praying. 

 “PRAY 2019”  
~ New Beginnings 
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JOSHUA’S EMERGENCE AS A LEADER  
 

The following reflections, worship songs and prayer suggestions will be circulated 
by e-mail as a daily aid to prayer during the days leading up to Jenn’s induction. 
 

TUESDAY 12 March                A NEW ERA – BE BOLD & COURAGEOUS 
Reading: Joshua 1:1-9 – Moses is dead 

“As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.  Be 
strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land.  Be 
careful to obey all the law …..; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 
successful.  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. ……, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Prayer: Let us pray that, as Jenn steps into leadership, she will be bold and 
courageous. Let us pray for each other that we may be diligent students of the 
Word of God, determined to obey ‘all the law’ and to put Him first in our lives. 
YouTube Worship Song:  ‘Be bold, be strong, For the Lord your God is with you’ 
 

WEDNESDAY 13 March                           RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE 
Reading;  Joshua 1:10-18                         
Joshua exhorts the people to get ready to cross the Jordan and to possess their 
God given inheritance. They answered: 

   ‘Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will 
go. Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. Only may the Lord your God 
be with you as he was with Moses. Only be strong and courageous!’ 

In his letter to the Ephesians Paul proclaims the huge blessings of our spiritual 
inheritance we can receive through faith in Christ. Are we walking in obedience and 
full possession of this blessing or is there something lacking? As the old chorus 
stated: “Trust and obey; for there is no other way….” 
Prayer: Good Lord, help us to embrace the wonderful inheritance you offer us through 
the mystery of Christ’s death, resurrection and His gift of the Holy Spirit. 
YouTube Worship Song: ‘Faithful one, so unchanging’ 
 

THURSDAY 14 March                      DUE DILIGENCE 
Reading:  Joshua 2:1-24  Spies sent out to spy out the land, and report back 

“Then the two men started back. They went down out of the hills, forded the river 
and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him everything that had happened to 
them. They said to Joshua, ‘The Lord has surely given the whole land into our hands; 
all the people are melting in fear because of us.” 

When God calls us to a new work he requires that we do it with diligence. We 
partner with Him. He calls & provides all the resources we need. We obey and He 
gives the increase.       
Prayer:   ‘Lord we ask for your grace and energy to do your work, your way’ 
YouTube Worship Song:  ‘Jesus be our vision’ 



FRIDAY 15 March                                         CONSECRATE YOURSELVES 
Reading:  Joshua 3:1-4, 6-17 

Joshua told the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do 
amazing things among you.’ (Joshua 3:5) ‘When you see the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord …, you are …. to follow it.  You will know which way to go, since you have 
never been this way before. 

The key is a united community following their God given leaders.  Are we ready to 
follow? Before entering the Promised Land the Israelites were required to purify 
themselves illustrating the importance of approaching God with a pure heart. 
Prayer: Lord God who led your people through the wilderness into the riches of the 

Promised Land, may we hear and respond to your call as we move forward on a 
journey into unknown territory. Purify our hearts so that we are acceptable to 
you in our Christian service. 

YouTube Worship Song:  ‘Purify our hearts’ 
 

SATURDAY 16 March             WHO’S IN CHARGE? – A HOLY GOD! 
Reading:  Joshua  5 :14 & 15              
Joshua was near Jericho….. He went up to a man with drawn sword and asked, ‘Are 
you for us or for our enemies?’  ‘Neither,’ he replied, ‘but as Commander of the army 
of the Lord ...’ Joshua fell face down to the ground in reverence, and asked him, 
‘What message does my Lord have?’ The Commander replied, ‘Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.’ And Joshua did so.      
Prayer: Great Lord of the Heavenly Hosts, we humble ourselves before your holiness.  
As we submit to you, help us fulfil your purposes in this our day and generation. 
YouTube Worship Song:  ‘Holy, holy ,holy’ 
 

SUNDAY 17 March                           CONSEQUENCES OF SIN 
Reading: Joshua 7:1-6                                                                                                    
‘About three thousand went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, who killed about 
thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone 
quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted in 
fear. After the triumph of the destruction of Jericho, humiliating defeat at Ai! Why? - 
the sin of just one man. A worrying example of how sin can undermine the work of 
a whole community. The sin was disobedience! Once again we must appreciate 
how important is full obedience to the revealed word of God, for only then will we 
experience success in the battle.                                                                              
Prayer: Lord cleanse us from the sin that so easily besets us, so that we are able to   
serve you well in our homes, church, work places and community     
YouTube Worship Song:  ‘Cleanse me from my sin, Lord’ 
 

MONDAY 19 March                                                                     JOURNEY’S END? 
Reading: Joshua 24: 1-31 ‘The people of Israel served the Lord throughout the  
 lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him’ ~ A life reviewed 



In Joshua’s final speech before he died he challenged the people who they would 
serve, ‘Choose today’. The people replied,’ We will serve the Lord and obey him’ 
YouTube Worship Song:  ‘Follow, follow, I will follow Jesus’                           
Prayer: Lord, we too choose to follow and obey you as we enter this new phase in the 
life of St. Stephens. Please help us to stick by this decision until you call us home.           

 

This section highlights some of the key aspects of the service of induction. Please 
see daily e-mails for a complete guide to participating in the Induction service 
should you not be able to attend in person.  
 

ABOUT THE SERVICE 
 

Christian life and work are always undertaken with others. First there is the 
partnership between God and the Church – the whole people of God – clergy and 
laity together. And in each congregation there is also a partnership between the 
ordained ministry and the lay members, each with their individual gifts. This is why 
we hope that as many of the fellowship as possible will be present for the service. 
 

SERVICE CONTENT 
 

In addition to the usual hymns, readings, sermon and prayers a service of induction 
includes various formal commitments by the Priest to be inducted e.g. 

 Declaration of Assent -  C. of England belief in the faith revealed in the Bible  
 Oath of Allegiance – to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
 Oath of Canonical Obedience – to Lord Bishop of Guildford and successors 
 Bishop gives mandate to Archdeacon to proceed with the induction – this 

includes clergy procession to various parts of the building, the church 
wardens giving Jenn a set of keys, and the bell tolled to signify acceptance. 

The first act of Jenn, the newly installed vicar, is to lead everyone in prayer. 
 

DEDICATION OF VICAR AND PEOPLE IN MINISTRY 
 

1. CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP includes sacrament of baptism. Congregation responds 
 ALL: We commit our lives afresh to Christ as we continue Christian pilgrimage 
 

2. CALL TO MISSION includes teaching scripture, preaching and evangelism. 
 ALL: We accept our calling to share in the mission of Christ & work of evangelism 
 

3. CALL TO WORSHIP includes the administration of Holy Communion 
 ALL:  May Christ unite us in worship and fill our hearts with joy in the Holy Spirit. 
 

WELCOMING THE NEW VICAR 
The area Dean invites Jenn and her family to the chancel steps and then says:   
‘Let us all join in welcoming Jenn as vicar of St Stephen’s Shottermill.  
 ALL:    In the Name of the Lord we welcome you  -  applause! 

Wednesday 20 MARCH @ 7.30 PM VICAR’S INDUCTION 


