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Honouring God, following the example of Jesus and sharing his love in our community

Your copy of Good News can be also be found on the church website (www.shottermillparish.org.uk) and we hope that those
of you who have access to a computer will read it online, and help to reduce the amount of paper copies. The website alsp cor
tains much more information about our church activities, which we hope you will find helpful.

Contact details for Good News are;  Neill Parsons Tel: 01428 661882ail: reeill.parsons@talktalk.net

VICARS COLUMN

A link in the chain?

I met someone at the New Wine Leaders conference recently who | vaguely recognised. He came up and intr
duced himself and it turned out that | had been a chaplain at his school in Coventry where | was a curate betweel
19982001. He said he remembered some of the things | had said in assemblles and also me pIaylng the guitar(!). ,
GKS GAYS KS 41 MH 2NJ Mo YR g1t Y 228 - NI é

charity. There were obviously Iots of people who sowed seeds of faith in hIS life
6ra NBlIffte GKNAEESR (2 GKAyYl OGKFG L
coming to and growing in faith.
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who prayed about which form group Jacob should be in. At the last minute s
that it was right for him to be in the group that Tom Brown and Jack Robson we
The Lord then used Jacob as a link in the chain as part of Jack and Tom comin
YR G2yRSNFdzZ t& o06SAy3 oFLIWAASR G {d
Then just this last week, one of our young people took an opportunity to talk hi
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have been in contact with the church on a school visit. There will need to be s
more links in the chain before those young people embrace the good news of Jesus fully, but they are much close
than they were before.

| would like to encourage in saying that you too have probably been a link in the chain for somebody or even sevel
al people without you even knowing it. Maybe a kind word at work or school, not entering into gossip about some-
one, being a person of integrity or offering to pray for somegieK SaS G KAy 3ad R2y Qi 32 dzy
LIS2LX S O2yOSNYySR YIe yS@SNI (iStf dzaH hNJ YlFIe&oS &2dz:Qd
event.

| read recently of a poll carried out in 2007 by Ipsos Mori, in which 23 per cent of those polled said that they reac
their horoscopes at least weekly; 24 per cent had con-sulted some form of fotaliee; 16 per cent carried a

lucky charm; 12 per cent believed that magic spells worked; and nine per cent thought that horoscopes accuratel
predicted the future. The article went on to say that this indicates that the decline in Christianity is not leading to-
wards secular atheism, but to a new consuroeientated religiosity with links to the New Age movement, holistic
medicine, and paganism, within which elements of Christianity and other world faiths are incorporated. This has
been described as a pignd-mix ap-proach to belief and practice, in which people form their own belief systems
from a range of religious products rather than a particular religion.
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Vicars Column continued

| believe that people are seeking spiritual comfort and experience just as much they ever were, but sadly they
are not necessarily looking to the church for answers or an encounter with God. This means that we have a fan-
tastic opportunity as Christians to affirm our friends, family and work colleagues in their spiritual search, but to
show them in word and deed that in Jesus they can find what they are looking for. The Rev Steve Hollinghurst
from the Church ArmysaysL 'y | Ydz GAFI AGK 62NI RXZ SGKSNB YIye LIS2]
G2 ftAAGSYy FT2NJ ¢gKIG D2R Aa R2AYy3a Ay LIS2LX SQa tAgSa
GKS SINIe& S@lFy3aStnialdAzy 2F 9dzaNBLIS SR G2 (GKS / KN
{2 t£S8SGQa 0SS 41 GOKAY3a IyR tAaliSyAya FT2NJ ¢6KIG D2R Aa
We too can be a link in the chain in helping them to discover that Christianity is not dull and boring, but vibrant,
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to impact our friends, family, work colleagues in the same way it has impacted us.

Danny Wignall, July 2010

The Worship Weekend with the people from Wales
hNJ 5F RQa wSLE2NI FTNBY [SS bl yOlF NNE
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group from Ammanford Pentecostal Church, following their weekend at St.Stephens Church, Shotter-
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church but nothing prepared us for the move of God that came in both our worship time on Saturday
and ministry time on Sunday. | have never seen so many tears shared that simply reflected real en-
O2dzy iSNBA ¢AGK D2R GKIG Attt NBYIAY GAGK dza F2N
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love that somehow had already existed between the two churches. It was recognised that whilst we
may have different views in some areas of scripture, the most important link that drew us together
gra gAGKAY (GKS NBO23ayAdAzy (KFd 020K OKdzZNOKSa
selves and their respective communities. It was amazing as one after the other, people who had never
met before simply encouraged each other, and it seemed that where one church ministered to the
other, before we knew it the same ministry was being reciprocated the other way around.

G¢2 2dzNJ RSTtAIKEG YR RSALAGS 2dzNJ I 3S&a o6t &0 2NJ |
people mixing with older folk and both praying for each other. The joint worship time @ liquid under-
lined the fact that no matter how old you are, it is more than possible to be at one in Christ. Surely
GKFG A& + NBFESOGA2Yy 2F D2RQa KSI NI ¢
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The Worship Weekend with the people from Wales cont.

The Elim Church, Ammanford wish to thank all the folk at St Stephens for their love and wonderful hospi
tality (especially Maurawho fed us so well). A great big thanks also to Lee and Laura for arranging all the
SgSyida FyR y2i (G2 F2NBSG 5Fyyeée 6K2 gl a 0N @S S
to come and take part in his Church. We hope and pray that the Welsh singing on Saturday night showe
the musical talents, but to be honest that all faded into insignificance as TOGETHER we worshiped tt
Lord and Saviour whom we both love and serve. Thank you St. Stephens we look forward to your visit t
us.

Heart for China ... visiting and serving with the lotgrm
work of China Heart.

o
o

i

"R ChinaHeart

On July 24, Jifelane and I will travel to Hong Kong and then travel on to visit the Xian area in central Chi
na to see firsthand some of the ongoing work of China Heslvie will serve in any way we camhis is

likely to be running various activities for the kids, taking the pressure off their Carers and basically taking
every opportunity to share the love of the Father.

Often our concept of an orphan is someone without any parents. But what happens when a single mun
re-marries and the new marriage doesn't want her child? Children are often abandoned. This is a real situ
ation in China.

China Heart International support children and workersamious orphanages and foster homes within
China They provide for the needs of orphans, young children and also young adults whose needs are o
ten more urgent.

China Heart also serves children not in institutions but being fostered in village families.
We will be there for two weeks with a small team, returning on tHeo? August.

Please PRAY for us. We need:

EQUIPPING WISDOM PROTECTION

For further information on China Heart please $g#p://www.chinaheartint.org/index.html
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From Lucie Barnsdale , YWAM

Hello!

Since coming back from my YWAM DTS, I've been spending lots of time working out what I'm meant to be doing
next. Initially i thought i was going to go to Amsterdam to work for YWAM's red light district ministry, but since
then | was put in touch with someone from the YWAM base in Harpenden, who has a heart for human traffiking
in the Olympics. | got really excited because on my DTS God told me that | needed to do something about the
traffiking into London in 2012. There is a project in its early stages at Harpenden called Forever 2012 and is fo-
cussed on the Olympics and how the Church can impact London before, during and after the actual event. My
plan is to join the project in September, and focus on the Human Traffiking side of the Olympics, by raising aware-
ness and working alongside other organisations such as Stop the Traffik and Not for sale, to target the issue.
There were approximately 10,000 women and children traffiked into Athens for the Olympics in 2004, and 40,000
for the World cup in south Africa 2010... but due to the nature of Traffiking, the number of victims caught up in
prostitution does not decrease after the games, but it stays the same. That means that there are now 10,000
traffiking victims in Athens still today, 6 years later. Therefore | am aiming to be a part of the project until after
the events of 2012 because the problem will still be real for many years after. YWAM igpaafiborganisation
whereby none of the staff members get paid, but need to pay to live on the base and pay for personal living ex-
penses etc. | am aiming to raise between £4500 per month to cover my costs of living etc. You might be able

to help me out in a few ways:

1) Commit to sponsoring me each month (any amount would be greatly appreciated, it doesn't matter how small.)
2) Remember me in your prayers regularly, for my finances but also for my direction and that | continue to wait
and rely on God for everything.

3) Let me know if you have any sponsorship ideas... because I'm really new to this!

Thank you very much for reading!!

Love,
Lucie Barnsdale
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%« GOD'S Rosebud %«

?% Alnkew mi_rtlri]ster d ?%%&

Ql was walking with an older, Q

g%‘ e garden ona day. | (]
&

&= N &=
[fj%(‘ Feeling a bit insecure g%g‘

° arl]oout Whathod rf]]ad |f((j)r him to ﬁo,
7 e was asking the older preacher v
6N for some advice. %%(‘

!
The older preacher walked up to a rosebush
<§ to open it without tearing off any petals.
©
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X and handed the young preacher &%
%ﬁ%ﬁ a rosebud and told him %ﬁ%@i‘
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The young preacher looked in disbelief
.5 young pat the older preacher '5
%::

and was trylng to flgure out

what a rose
5 could possibly have to do '5
with his wanting to know
the will of God
1 for his life and ministry. i
But because of his great respect
¢ for the older preacher, &
5 he proceeded to try to unfold the rose, 5

while keeping every petal intact.

'r;% It wasn't long 'fg’

before he realized

how impossible
‘5 this was to do. ‘5
Noticing the younger preacher's inability
i. to unfold the rosegud without tearing it, f"
« the older preacher began to recite = (‘
the following poem... ?
fﬂ‘(‘ "It is only a tiny rosebud, fﬂ‘(‘
A flower of God's deS|gn
g But | cannot unfold the petals &=
}i With these clumsy hands of mine." ;b)
"The secret of unfolding flowers
‘5 Is not known to such as I. ‘5
GOD opens this flower so easily, %:

But in my hands they die."

& §
#’ "If | cannot unfold a rosebud, 5

This flower of God's deS|gn

Then how can | have the wisdom
To unfold this life of mine?" f'

"So I'll trust in God for leading
'5 Each moment of my day. '5
I WII|| Iookﬁo God ;ongdance
n each step of the wa
}ez\ o ~,a.

"The path that lies before me,
Only my Lord knows.

% I'll trust God to unfold the moments, i@

Just as He unfolds the rose."

g Contributed by Sarah Alcock and forwarded by Jane Saunders
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COLOURIEBEAUTIFUL

2Sffx Fta a2YS2yS NBYINJSR GKIFIG S@SyAay3azr {io |
friends looked pretty good too!

hyS 1 dzyRNBR FyR ¢Sy fIRASa LI OISR Ayid2 GKS /
Cooper show us how to look even more gorgeous, and you can only imagine the ctmsetevel. Even
the worship group at full volume would barely compete!

We were charmingly greeted with a glass of wine served by
a2yYsS 2F {i¢o {GSLKSyaQ FAaySai
Fdzt t @8 RSO2N}YGSRX YR fFRSYy 417
Jand a necklace for every lady3 A NI & KSI @Sy H
managed to quell the chattering, Gayna explained that the
colours which suit each of us (men too!) are determined by
the tone of our skin and the colour of our eyes and hair (at
any one time!), which she proceeded to demonstrate with
the help of willing volunteers and some swatches of falyric
amazing! Gayna then visited each lady in the room and told
KSNJ 6 KAOK Winatti®@ chaps: Scondgpletd new

wardrobes beckon!

Before coffee Gayna shared with us that just the day before our meeting she had heard that her
brother had been diagnosed with cancer, but that she still felt able to come and talk to us because hel
FIAGOK SylFrof SR KSNJ (2 Llzi SOSNRBGKAY3A Ayid2 D2RQa
that runs throughout her life.

After the break, she moved on to tell us how to make the mos?
2dzNB St 0Sa o0& dzaAy3d (GKS &Kk LIS i
g 8Q FNRBY 2dzNJ f Saa FadaGNF OGA@s

All in all this was a wonderfully entertaining and informative ev
ing, easy to share with the friends we had invited along. | had tn
mails from my friend the following day, one to say thank you and

YdzOK &aKSQR Sye22éSR AG=X FyR I & 0 N
mony was.

So, a huge THANK YOU to Donna and her team for all the hard
@2dz Lilzi Ay 2@0SN) YIyeée 6SS{aoc |
iKSeQ@S 0S02YS | o6AlG 2F | &eéyYo SYS

all our men with servant hearts, and thank you very much to Gayne

Kindly contributed by Hilary Bicknell
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NSPCC's Pedal Push at St Stephen's Vicarage in Shottermill
a fundraising event which took place on Tuesday 22nd June

It was a perfect hot summers day and the childrede trikes, bikes, scooters, and careunda circuit in

the Vicarage gardens to raise money for NSPCC's Child's Voice Affreacompleting two circuits the
children received a certificate, medal, sticker and a well deserved ice crddray then enjoyed fun,
games and crafts in the vicarage gardens and had the green "full stop face" symbol painted on their fac
es.We would like to thank Danny and Debs Wignall very much for hosting the event at the vicarage.

The event was organised by Shelley Harding and Vanessa Clothier Pratts who are members of Rainbow
Stephen's Nursery School's Fundraising Committéd. the money raised will go to help the NSPCC's
Child's Voice AppeaEvery day, thousands of children and young people call ChildLine to talk about their
problems. Hundreds of caring adults also call the NSPCC Helpline because they're worried about a child
safety. But many can't get throughThe Child's Voice Appeal wants to transform their helplines so that
no child's cry goes unheardVVhatever your concern, the NSPCC Helpline offers advice and supfuoart.
don't have to say who you are.You could help to protect a child.Call 0808 5000 or email
help:@nspcc.org.uk

Vanessa, Shelley and all members of the Fundraising Committee would like to thank all the children an
parents who took part in the pedal push and also all the families and friends who sponsored Wem.

are still collecting sponsor money so can't confirm yet how much we raised. For more information on the
pedal push visit go to www.nspcc.org.uk/pedalpush

NSPCC's Pedal Push, a sponsored event for the under 5s.

Kindly contributed by Sarah Bates
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Pedal Push pics, the green revolution in progress...

Editors note

Wonderful to see so many smiling faces and for the Vicarage to be in use as a resource in binding
together church, community and a respected national organisation like the NSPCC. A beautiful
sunny day saw the Vicarage garden full of parents and toddlers enjoying a picnic and taking part
in a Pedal Push in aid of the NSPCC. A big thank you to Vanessa -Blaifteand her team for

organising such a wonderful event.



