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VICARS COLUMN

The principles of Retreat

I’'ve been thinking a lot recently about what it is to be successful, and in particular, what that looks like for a Vicar,
for a parent, for a husband, a son, a friend ... you can fill in your own roles. | haven’t got many answers yet, but | am
slowly, in small increments, trying to orientate my life over what | believe are the priorities that God has impressed
upon me strongly during and since my sabbatical last year. One of these priorities is to make time for retreat, for
silence and contemplation. | see this now as a non-negotiable discipline for all Christians. After all, Jesus regularly
practiced some form of retreat and ‘being apart’ from his responsibilities. | have suggested that for Lent we all take
on the challenge of doing one new thing, maybe building in time for retreat can be yours?

| came across a wonderful article on the Northumbria Community website the other day on the ‘Principles of Re-
treat’ and | just want to share a few quotes from the article that give you an idea of where my thinking is going and
which will hopefully help you on your own unique journey of discipleship. The full article can be seen at
www.northumbriacommunity.org/sharing-wisdom/379-principles-of-retreat. Here are a few gems from the article:

“Anyone who drives frequently on motorways will have seen a very important sign ‘Tiredness can kill, take a break’.
This is so true of the spiritual life, which is why we too need to make time for the solitary place, as Jesus did, be-
cause we all need input as well as output. To receive as well as give; to understand the necessity of both Ebb &
Flow, being & doing! It is remembering that God's name is | AM not | do!”

“Retreat reminds us that in order to be alive to God and stay alive to God on the inner journey of faith, we need to
continually embrace the vulnerability of being teachable.”

“We must cultivate a resistance to simply being motivated by the next opportunity & the need to achieve and be
successful for this is not the Christian’s primary motivation. It is to be obedient to the revealed purpose of God
which may or may not include success and popularity.”

“To quote Henri Nouwen we 'can be preoccupied with being occupied.' To be too busy, on the go all the time not
only brings exhaustion without but a fragmentation within. This results in a disconnection, (with self, family,
church, God) leading to compartmentalisation, resulting in ‘a vague discontent where our lives stagnate in a re-
signed acceptance’ preventing us from actively seeking new discoveries of God. Retreat helps us dispel this murki-
ness of discontent by looking honestly at ourselves in relation to God. In this we need to be gentle with ourselves &
others, as sometimes tired & battle scarred, we simply need the healing of space to be, to rest & be restored. To be
aware of this is to seek out Jesus so as to rediscover his grace.”

“Bottom line - God is worthy of our time — all else is a bonus. It’s not about success, achievement or anything else
other than being open to God, the God of surprises and those moments of serendipity”.

| know the thought of a retreat can seem a) impossible in a busy schedule; b) scary or c) both! Please don’t hesitate
to chat to me if you want to know more. You can always start with just half a day. | guarantee that you we feel the
benefits if you make time to retreat.

Your fellow disciple, Danny, March 2012
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Useful references
Website www.retreats.org.uk
Books

Stephen Cottrell, Do Nothing to Change Your Life: Discovering What Happens When You Stop, Church House Pub-
lishing

Abbot Christopher Jamieson, Monastic Steps for Everyday Life, Phoenix

John Ortberg, The Life You've Always Wanted: Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary People, Zondervan

Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth, Hodder & Stoughton

Do you know anyone who needs a warm hug of prayer?

A Prayer Quilt is for anyone who is in a physical, emotional, spiritual, or other type of life crisis, who feels they want
to be “covered in prayer”. Itis a free gift of love, hope & prayers consisting of a hand-made quilt, which has been
prayed over by member of St. Stephens, So, although the gift is a warm & comforting quilt, the real power behind it
is the focused prayer that it represents.

Prayer quilts are given away by your involvement. If you or someone you know would benefit, the first step in giv-
ing a Prayer Quilt is to ask for the Lord’s guidance in prayer. The recipient doesn’t need to be a member of St. Ste-
phen’s, or even a believer, but they do need to give their permission to receive a quilt. A prayer quilt invitation
card may be given to a potential recipient explaining what the quilts are. Once permission is given, a quilt maybe
selected. Prayer Quilts are always a free gift, both for the sponsor & the recipient.

Handkerchief sized “Prayer Squares” are also available. They can be used where a Prayer Quilt may not be appro-
priate and can be handled very informally. Simply pick one out at the Church Office and prayerfully pass it on to a
friend in need.

Please keep these meaningful and powerful gifts in mind, we are the eyes & ears for those in need, and these quilts
have an amazing way of blessing the givers as well! Contact Jill Soar on 01428 656983 if you know of someone who
might need a prayer quilt hug.

Thank you notes from prayer quilt recipients:
Holy Cross Hospital, Haslemere, Surrey 12 May
Dear Congregation of St. Stephen’s,

| felt overwhelmed when Sarah gave me the beautiful patchwork quilt that you had made for me. It was lovely to
feel that so many people had been thinking about me and praying for me. | will use the blanket when | go outside
on the bed in our garden.

The card enclosing so many good wishes from so many of the congregation of St. Stephen’s gives such a feeling of
love & support.

Thank you all so much for the quilt you sent Mum. What a lovely thought, and lots of love in the making from caring
people. It's been much admired by the nurses & doctors in the hospital.

Can you put the enclosed money in the collection to buy some more fabric so the same can continue for other peo-
ple in trouble, just an indication of how appreciative we all were.

Love for now

Dear St. Stephen'’s,

Thank you all so much for the beautiful quilt you have made for Grace and for all your lovely prayers. Grace’s last
visit to hospital was a positive one so we are sure our prayers are being answered.

Many thanks
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PCC meeting 28" January 2012 - Away day at Hurst Barn

Danny opened the meeting with prayer and Giles led a short service of readings, prayer and reflection. The read-
ings were from 2 Samuel 10 and 11, Mark 4 and Psalm 51. We sought to focus our thoughts for the meeting
around the words of Thomas Aquinas:

“Grant me, O Lord my God, a mind to know you, a heart to seek you, wisdom to find you, conduct pleasing to
you, faithful perseverance in waiting for you, and a hope of finally embracing you. Amen”

Peter Soar and Neil Caie joined us and gave a presentation of the plans for the proposed building development.

The PCC meeting took place after lunch with the following issues being discussed:
The DNA student has been accepted for the course, though there was no firm commitment at that point in time.

The Christmas services especially the Christingle services were very popular. The need for a balance between
health and safety, and welcoming large numbers was discussed for the earlier Christingle service. This could be
through a different seating arrangement, and changing the times of the two services. To balance the numbers, a
change to 2.30pm and 4.00pm would enable smaller children to attend the second service. Publicity should state
that not everyone can be accommodated, and also state finishing times, to assist parents. Advertising via post-
cards and in schools has proved to be a success.

The ‘Adopt-a-Street’ idea needs to be encouraged, as postcards drops are effective. The possibility of splitting long
roads was discussed.

In the area of finance, Ed reported that things were generally on an even keel. The maintenance fund was well
managed. Most areas of giving were down compared to the previous year, including voluntary income, though one
-off gift aid was up. Investment income ( the flat etc. ) was up a bit, and a helpful area of income. Services fees

( funerals & weddings ) were up. Church Activity Cost spending was a bit higher as was our outreach giving. The
first year of funding for the curate housing was managed through sensible budgeting of funds. There has been a
large difference in youth expenses, anticipating a better expenditure going forward. The building fund cost is a bit
higher due to the portacabin monthly cost. The Building Maintenance fund needs to be boosted by about £2k per
year for security, but this depends on future income. We are not yet at the three month expenses buffer, more like
two months. The flats are to be re-valued this year for a realistic view. Things may look less encouraging, but we
are fortunate compared to other churches. Thanks were extended to Ed.

The new policy for Children and Vulnerable Adult Safeguarding was approved and adopted. Key members are to
do training provided by the diocese.

The area of road safety was discussed, after two recent traffic accidents involving pedestrians. The issue of speed-
ing at the top of Church road has been brought to light. The Council say everything is in hand, but a letter from the
PCC will be sent to Councillor Steven Renshaw.

Duncan updated the PCC on Building Maintenance saying that there are various quotes coming in for central heat-
ing for flat 3, and there will be a charge for connection to gas. The church boiler needs to be serviced, and eventu-
ally replaced as heating bills in church are very high. This is compared to the Cross, which had heating costs dra-
matically reduced due to a new boiler. Quotes are coming in for window and door repairs. The main entrance to
the church needs to be more secure. Thanks were extended to Duncan and Bill.

There has been some damage to rainbow equipment in the play area, and the PCC agreed that all should be sensi-
tive to how and when the play area is used.

Danny reported that the Rainbow Support Group met to plan the appointment of a new head. They agreed that the
candidate will be someone who will positively promote and uphold practices and values of the church. The areas of
responsibilities and job title were discussed. They will be supported by Hilary for a short time if needed.

It was put forward that the Outward Giving group should have a continuous relationship with mission partners, and
this area should be a core item on the PCC agenda.
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Worship Focus Report by lan Gee

Introduction

This is the first focus area report covering Worship, one of eight areas of mission and ministry identified by the
church leadership team. This short report presents a snapshot of church life activities in this area.

Scope

‘Worship’ for the purpose of this report is deemed to cover the following areas:-

Services — our readers, intercessors

Music

PA

Media

Whole Life worship

Inevitably there is overlap in some of the activities above with other areas of church life, which will be separately
reported. Whole Life worship is recognised as a personal area of individual’s Christian life, which is not explored
here.

What is Happening?

Worship is an active part of St Stephen’s church life, which demonstrates the involvement and participation of a
wide range of members of the congregation.

Our services and other meetings in various formats, include regular readers, and intercession prayers led by those
in the congregation, as well as the clergy and lay readers (rotas in place). The PA and projectors are used to support
worship in sound and through the use of still images and in video.

Music is provided in each service: for the 9:00am service this comprises organ music in weeks 1,2, 4 and 5 and gui-
tar and vocal on week 3 (Jim and Brenda). The choice of music is made in advance of the service (organists grateful
for recent improvements of notice as to which hymns are to be used!). Music worship for the 10:45am service is led
by a rotating team of instrumentalists, who are responsible for selection of music (liaising with clergy and/ or ser-
vice leaders), for leading a one hour rehearsal prior to the service and in leading worship on Sundays.

On occasion alternative services take place where music is also provided e.g. weddings, funerals and seasonal cele-
brations. In the past, regular Sunday evening services e.g. Time and Space for God have involved worship, but these
are not currently active.

Worship forms an important part of Liquid, and is highly valued by that part of the church family. The worship has
been led by DNA students (e.g. Sam), and by youth leaders.

Our worship in church is supported by a public address and projectors system. Where both are being used (as is
usual at the 10:45am service) two people are required to operate the systems. (In addition to the use of the system
during the service, those on the PA desk are now routinely capturing the sermons for later uploading to our church
website).

We have the facility for using multi-media in our services which includes still images, ‘Powerpoints’ and video; and
the way in which these are used varies with the custom of the service leader. A positive aspect to this which has
been identified, is that media is not being used slavishly, there is no expectation for all information to be delivered
in this way, but it is used very effectively in different ways — some happy without using at all: the variety is seen as a
positive attribute. (Feedback encouraging the widespread use of projector for readings has been received).

Whilst some ideas for improvements are under consideration, at the time of writing, no major worship-related in-
vestment is anticipated in the near future .

Who's involved ?

Those participating in this area of church life are many, and an attempt at an exhaustive list will possibly overlook
someone who shouldn’t be. Organists for the 9:00am service are Ken Lockwood and Peter Buckley, and for the
10:45am services Andy Rigby holds a key music leadership role, with Danny Wignall, Jim Honeywood, Neil Wilson
and Julian Dilkes also leading music worship in turn and in different levels of involvement.

In addition to the music leaders, we are fortunate in having various other instrumentalists including those playing
the flute, clarinet, drums, keyboards, saxophone and vocalists, which adds to the musical richness of our worship.
Musicians are drawn from both morning congregations, and also members of Liquid and potentially also from Am-
plified.
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How are we doing?

All ages are represented in the church family and there are a variety of different expectations for worship type and
style. St Stephens does well in inclusively catering for these differences, with different service formats. A particular
success has been in the occasional joint services, where integration of different styles has been successful ensuring
joint congregation worship is meaningful for everyone (this has been recently evidenced by good joint representa-
tion in August joint 10:00am services). There remain occasional concerns which P.C.C. members and clergy receive
about the style of worship (often the volume, noise and activity in shared services), and whilst each of these are
seriously considered, the majority of the congregation for both services do seem to appreciate the worship life of
the church.

There is generally very positive feedback from the congregation on the Worship at St Stephen’s. The worship area
of church life is being served by loyal and committed volunteers.

A term-ahead music worship rota is prepared by Louise Stevenson (10:45am) which requires co-ordination with the
service leaders, music leaders and a certain juggling of other commitments for the rota musicians which could be
easier with a wider pool to choose from (see actions).

Music worship leaders each have their own style and a future direction for (10:45am) worship might be for those
musicians who regularly play together, to develop more of their own worship musical identity.

Actions & Issues for Consideration

. Pray & give thanks for those leading and contributing to the music and worship life of St Stephen’s.

. Consideration of ways to encourage and develop future musicians, through ‘safe’ rehearsal environ-
ments.

o Use of a TV monitor at rear of church (perhaps on wall, between the current entrance and organ)

would enable both members of the congregation & clergy (including importantly, visiting Christening
parties) to see & respond to the liturgy/ other aspects of the service. In addition, the positioning of a
video camera (already acquired) above the font would enable more of the congregation to view
christenings on the TV monitor and projector screens.

o Feedback identifies some problems with the hearing loop—needs investigation; could result in need
for some (small) expenditure.
. (Minor grumble) more widespread support in providing feedback to rota requests, to those with the

unenviable task of compiling the rotas! (Also some feedback suggesting possible benefit of consoli-
dating rotas).

o Training in ‘Songpro’ & PA. Also rotas a little light on volunteers (particularly ‘Songpro’), which would
benefit from an augmented list to choose from.

o Similarly whilst there are a variety of musicians who regularly support worship at St Stephen’s, more
volunteers would provide greater flexibility in the rota.

. On use of the organ; following refurbishment, there remains a power/fuse problem — which Peter

Buckley tends to manage.

Thank you notes from prayer quilt recipients

To all my friends at St. Stephen’s,

Thank you all so very much for the beautiful quilt, the kind words and your prayers.

I am really so touched, and | know with all this amazing support & love, | can get through this.

With all my love & thanks,
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Testimony

| have gratefully come to join the St Stephens family thanks to Alpha and now New Beginnings. | Shared something
that | had done at New Beginnings as a result of my renewed relationship with God and now share it with you
through Good News, so here goes!!!

| have had an estranged relationship with my step grandmother for many years. My dads mum died when he was
born; they took him away from her 10 weeks prematurely in 1945, he survived and she died in child birth. My
grandfather re-married when dad was 8 years old and went on to have another son who is 10 years younger than
dad. Dad was brought up by his grannie until he was 8 then by his father and step mother. She was cruel in her
treatment of him as he grew up, he wasn't allowed friends round and when he got a poor report from school (he is
now what we would call dyslexic) he was made to stand in a corner with a Dunce hat on for 3 hours as punishment.
| only ever found out these things as a grown up and after my grandfather had sadly passed away, but these are
only 2 examples of her cruelty, there were many more.

Added to all this | bear a huge resemblance to my dad's real mum and my grandfather used to absolutely dote on
me. Again as an adult | came to understand this and also understand that when grandad died over 10 years ago this
is why my grandmother had no time for me and frankly the feeling was very much mutual.

| have always been a christian, or so | thought, | was christened in St Barts, was confirmed in St Barts, went to
church with the brownies and guides but had been very much estranged from God due to lifestyle, depression and
attitude.

Since coming to Alpha and New Beginnings | have handed my life over to God and offered myself for whatever God
wants from me. It has been an amazing journey and an even more amazing feeling. But then there was the hate,
resentment and the need to forgive.

Top of the list was Grandma. She's 84 and in very good health but | felt | desperately needed to see her, have a chat
with her or at the very least re-establish contact with her. | can't tell you what gave me the desire to do this, there
is no common sense reason why this should come into my head after so many years of no contact, but it did, so |
obtained her telephone number, picked up the phone, called and said "hi grandma it's Melanie!!!" Those words
were amazing. It opened a floodgate of feelings, emotion and desire to see her so during a few days | had off from
work | went to see her. It was brilliant and the joy | feel in my heart is more than | can tell you. | have subsequently
called her and she's called me. The past has been forgotten from my point of view and the best bit is it has been
forgiven.

| can't say I'll ever understand, but | feel that | don't need to understand to forgive, | just know that my life is now
so much better for welcoming God into it and for letting him lead me by the hand to lose the hate, resentment and
bitterness | was feeling. | thank God every morning when | wake up and pray for my family. My whole family, in-
cluding Grandma.

How God moves in our lives

In the last year especially | have noticed God guiding me to 'just turn up' or 'just be there' when someone has need-
ed me.

| feel very strongly that God has been calling me to be on hand to particular people so that they had someone to
lean on at that exact moment they needed, but without necessarily having to ask. Maybe they were asking God for
help - I don't know; but I'm glad to have had my heart open to God's guiding and been able to offer support emo-
tionally and practically where | can.

| thank God for his guidance in knowing when and how to be of service and pray that | do him proud in my efforts.

Thank you notes from prayer quilt recipients::

To all the people who contributed to my quilt

It was such a lovely gesture and meant so much to me.
Hopefully | will soon be home.

So once again my heartfelt thanks go out to you
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Worth sharing in Good News.........
"The Problem Of Pride" (from George Whitfield's "The Seed Of A Woman and The Seed Of The Serpent")

"And the man said - The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and | did eat" - Genesis
3:12

See what pride Adam contracted by the fall | How unwilling he is to lay the blame upon, or take shame to himself.
This answer is full of insolence toward God, enmity against his wife, and disingenuity in respect to himself. For
herein he tacitly reflects upon God: "The woman whom thou gavest to be with me..." as much as to say, if thou
hadst not given me that woman, | would not have eaten the forbidden fruit. Thus, when men sin, they lay the fault
upon their passions; then blame and reflect upon God for giving them those passions.... God compels no man to
sin.

Adam might have withstood the solicitations of his wife, if he would... As Adam speaks insolently in respect to God,
so he speaks with enmity against his wife.. Sin disunites the most united hearts; it is the bane of holy fellowship...
"The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and | did eat". What a disingenuous speech
was here! He makes use of no less than fifteen words to excuse himself, and but one or two (in the original) to con-
fess his fault, if it may be called a confession at all. ""The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree"; here are fifteen words; "and | did eat". With what reluctance do these last words come out? ... But thus it
is with an unhumbled, unregenerate heart; it will be laying the fault upon the dearest friend in the world, nay, upon
God himself, rather than take shame to itself.

This pride we are all subject to, by the fall; and, till our hearts are broken, and made contrite by the spirit of our
Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be always charging God foolishly. "Against thee, and thee only, have | sinned, that thou
mightest be justified in thy saying, and clear when thou are judged", is the language of none but those who, like
David, are willing to confess their faults, and are truly sorry for their sins.

| Believe in Angels

Our dear friend from Scotland spent Christmas and the New Year in Kent with her son and daughter in law. On Jan-
uary 2™ she went to the shops with her daughter in law and she spotted a cushion with the words “I believe in An-
gels” and said to her daughter in law “l would like that” so she enquired of the shop keeper who had just this one
left and as it was shop soiled said she could have it free.

Little did she know how soon she was to be tested on this. Tuesday January 3™ came and as we know this was a
day of massive storm wind and rain. In the morning her son accompanied her to King’s Cross station and saw her
safely on to the particular Aberdeen train which stops at Kirkcaldy. It duly departed and she 6 days short of her 91
birthday and hard of hearing, was hoping for a comfortable journey right through with no changes or other things
to disturb her journey.

Some miles out of London and there came an announcement. “The Scottish railway lines have been closed by the
extreme weather. We shall stop at Peterborough and you are advised to return to London.” What ever shall | do if
| go back to London there will be nobody there for me, and she prayed. Then came a further announcement “The
train can take you to Newcastle” well that is better and | will stay in a hotel, it was a scary thought, but her only
hope. She prayed again and another announcement came “We will stop at Darlington “ (It doesn’t normally) Now
Darlington was special for her. Some of her closest friends lived a short distance from Darlington. A rail-man was
coming to her offering drinks for sale, so she said to him “Did they say it would stop at Darlington?”. "Yes “ he said.
“Oh I have friends there,” “phone them” he said. “I can’t phone” she said. “Well | will phone for you” he replied.
Unexpectedly she had their phone number in her diary with her. He made the call and reached them and arranged
for them to be at Darlington station. A few hours later she was safely in their home with hospitality as long as it
was needed, and the ability to let family and friends know where she was.

The friends kept in touch with the rail situation and the next day there was still no train to take her home. On the
Thursday in spite of all the damage from the 100 mph winds, repairs were sufficient for her to continue her journey
leaving Darlington about midday and reaching Kirkcaldy about 3.30pm where friends picked her up from the station
and took her home to tea and then on to her own home. She knows how active the angels had been for her.
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Action for A-T Ed Walker

On 12th / 13th May 2012 | will be part of a team of walkers challenging themselves to a 100km continuous walk
from London to Brighton in aid of Action for A-T. We expect to complete the challenge within 25 to 30 hours. For
someone that has not done any serious exercise since our eldest daughter was born, this will be a real test of en-
durance, determination and teamwork!

Why?

Like many people, when our first child, Josie, was born we made some very close friends through the NCT (National
Childbirth Trust). Josie is now five years old and over the last five years the NCT children have played and grown up
together and the parents have all become very good friends. Some of the parents have also become God Parents
to our children. The daughter of one of those parents has recently been diagnosed with the condition Ataxia-
Telangiectasia (A-T). Babies are born ‘normal’ and then slowly, from around the age of 5 (now), start to lose their
independence. A wheelchair is needed usually by the age of ten, if not before, and in many cases, a feeding tube by
the age of 12. Life expectancy is usually under 20 years. This fundraising is to support a charity that we have set up
to raise money to find a cure for this rare condition, as well as support families with children with this condition.

I cannot explain any better why | am embarking on this challenge than the short video at http://
vimeo.com/35835631. Further details about the condition A-T and the video are on the website
www.actionforAT.org ..

How to sponsor?

Our charity has set up a donation page for me at http://www.bmycharity.com/edwalker. Donating through this
page is simple, quick and secure. It is the most efficient way to give —so every donation goes further — and if you
are a UK taxpayer and give Gift Aid consent you will boost your donation. Donations are also possible “offline” —
please speak to me if you would like to help!

Thank you for your support and please look out for other Action for A-T events and activities over the next few
months as we are determined to do our best to raise money to find a cure for this condition!

Fairtrade Walk Success by Sally Webb

After church on Sunday 27" February, a group of us from St Stephens took to the Punch Bow! in Hindhead to do a
Fairtrade walk, kicking off Fairtrade Fortnight.

The theme of Fairtrade Fortnight this year is 'Take a Step in 2012'. The aim is to encourage everyone to take a
Fairtrade step, which can be a simple one, like swapping to Fairtrade Tea, or a bigger one, like asking everyone in
your office to take part too. Every step counts for millions of farmers, workers and their communities in developing
countries around the world, who urgently need a better, fairer deal from trade.

Although our steps that day were of a different kind, we made sure we had a Fairtrade cuppa at the end, at the Ca-
fé, where we had a display table with lots of Fairtrade leaflets (and the Café was very busy, so lots of leaflets were
taken!). It was great to get together, enjoy the beautiful scenery, and talk about Fairtrade too!

We are looking for people to join the Haslemere Fairtrade Association. If you are interested, please speak to any of
the following people: Michele Webb, Sandra Gee, Sally Webb, Jack Robson. We also have a facebook page, which is
www.facebook.com/haslemerefairtrade.

Thank you notes from prayer quilt recipients:
To all my new amazing friends at St. Stephen’s,

Thank you so very much for the beautiful and thoughtful prayer quilt! | can’t tell you how much it meant to me to
receive something so special! | can definitely feel the love and kindness that went into every stitch and every knot. |
will cherish it and all of you forever! And an extra special “thank you” to Jean Leston for approaching me with her
warm heart and asking me if | would be interested in receiving this gift! We all need as much love & warm wishes
as we can get — and we can get through anything knowing we have such amazing people surrounding us! Thank you
from the bottom of my heart!


http://vimeo.com/35835631
http://vimeo.com/35835631
http://www.actionforAT.org
http://www.bmycharity.com/edwalker
http://www.facebook.com/haslemerefairtrade

March 2012 Page 9

A history of Rainbow

Many families with young children were attending our parent and toddler group Noah’s Ark which | was running at
the time, asking me to recommend a good nursery. The school which was operating in the CROSS ran independent-
ly from the church and the relationship between the two was struggling.

| felt very clearly one day that God was calling me to move things on, and with my teaching qualification and subse-
guent training in early years care and education, | was in a prime position to offer my services to the church and
run the school on their behalf. Every step of that transition from one manager to another felt blessed. Doors
opened wide to allow the business side of things to flow seamlessly, and the enterprise was backed 100% by the
leadership team, church council and congregation at large. Lots of prayer, practical support, advice and a huge
wave of enthusiasm for reclaiming the CROSS building for God’s work enabled us to open The Rainbow St. Ste-
phen’s Nursery School in April 1997.

We had 6 staff, 5 of whom were members of St. Stephen’s, and together we worked really hard to offer local fami-
lies not only a place of quality care and education for their children, but a place where we endeavoured to reflect
the love and goodness of God in all we did.

From small beginnings things quickly grew and we moved from mornings only, to some full days and now operate
to maximum capacity over the four full days and the half day available to us.

Rainbow has become very much part of the church, and serves as a means of outreach and care as well as providing
us all with opportunities to share our faith in a gentle non —threatening way. Thank God there have always been
people here at St. Stephen’s with a heart for this ministry, who have understood the opportunity we have to offer
members of the wider community something practical in the way of a service, as we endeavour to live out our mis-
sion statement, “Honouring God, following the example of Jesus and sharing His love in our community.”

To my church family from Hilary Owen

Last year | was present at a group of sermons at which | felt God was encouraging me to move out of my comfort
zone and be willing to accept a new challenge. So, after 15 years of managing The Rainbow, from its inception in
1997, and 3 years before that managing our parent and toddler group Noah’s Ark, | have decided to leave and ex-
plore other opportunities which | am trusting He will lead me to, and equip me for. Having made this initial move to
tender my resignation would be very grateful for your prayers not only for me, but for the successful appointment
of a new manager.

| have had a wonderful time working with many hundreds of families, and feel very privileged indeed to have been
a part of the lives of so many children. | believe that complimentary to a parent’s role the best teaching, guidance
and support we can offer a child in their early years education is absolutely vital for a successful life ahead, and it
has been a great joy for me to have been involved.

| have always wanted to do the very best for each one of them, and | have been backed all the way by a fantastic
team of staff, and many supporters from within the church. | know the staff will continue to maintain their stand-
ards of excellence, Ann Fitchett leading The Rainbow Support Group behind the scenes will still be there, you will
continue to pray for all those involved and with a recent “outstanding” Ofsted | am leaving the nursery in a good

place.

| will be here until the end of the summer term, and Ann will be keeping you posted with regards to my successor.

Thank you, and God bless,
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RAINBOW NURSERY — THE WAY AHEAD.

When Hilary decided that she needed a change of direction, it was very obvious that she would be a hard act to
follow. Under her leadership the nursery has gone from strength to strength, with a superb local reputation and
ringing endorsement from Ofsted. If you ever visit you will find a huge variety of structured and purposeful activity
with the staff quietly and observantly involved with the children under their care. As with all levels of education
over recent years, there have been enormous changes to the Early Years curriculum, and Hilary has lead her staff
through this with confidence and good humour, keeping the Christian ethos central to the work.

We have had a number of people interested in the post of Manager for the nursery school and will be interviewing
on 21st March. The interview panel is largely made up from members of the Support Group: Danny, Ann Fitchett,
Louise Stevenson, Eliot Ambrose and Emma Anderson. Another group, including Hilary Owen, Hilary Bicknell,
Vanessa Clothier Pratts and Michele Webb will observe the candidates working with a small group of children. The
new Manager will start in September.

We would be very grateful for your prayers as we seek to make the right appointment for the continued develop-
ment of the nursery school and its place as part of St Stephen’s.

Ann Fitchett,

Chair of the Support group.

Prime Time fun, a great start to the year
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An Invitation to Lunch with the Queen

The Queen has invited the nation to sit down for 'The Big Jubilee Lunch' on Sunday 3rd June, celebrating together in
street parties across the nation. Local churches are ideally placed to take a lead and to facilitate these street par-
ties, serving their communities together.

Churches across the nation are taking part, and Bishop Christopher encourages us to take a lead in our communi-
ties in co-ordinating a Jubilee lunch. This might mean taking the initiative to get together as many in our local com-
munity as possible to organise such an event, to joining in with someone else's initiative, and serving by offering
volunteers, chairs, equipment etc.

The Royal Household has joined with The Eden Project to make this possible by providing all the information on
how to run a street party on their website www.thebiglunch.com .

The church has a unique contribution to offer at this event, which provides an opportunity for the whole communi-
ty to experience grace, see new relationships forged, and be reminded that the church is there to serve them.

Together with the Olympics, (see http://www.morethangold.org.uk for all kinds of suggestions on how to serve our
local communities) we have an unprecedented opportunity this year for coming out from behind our church walls,
and engaging with the community around us. Some might wish to make more of The Diamond Jubilee, and some of
The Olympics, but between them we have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

The Big Thank You

Every parish in the land is also being given an opportunity to sign a 'Big Thank You Card' to the Queen, to be pre-
sented to her on behalf all the churches at The Diamond Jubilee. See http://bit.ly/guildfordthankyou .

See www.diamondjubilee.churchofengland.org for further details from the Church of England's own website.

Yours in Christ

Steve Cox

Hardings Hits.......

At last!! After 3 years in the making, we are pleased and proud to announce the launch of 'My Everything', the de-
but album by Sam Harding.

It is a mix of up-beat praise songs to get your toes tapping and some very mellow, contemplative worship songs
which will take you into the presence of God.

All are written from Sam's heart and soul. He sings, plays all the instruments except bass and cello. Joe (his brother
who is a professional recording engineer) is the producer and the art work is by Tony Owen and Ross Cunningham.
Chloe Mandry and Jane Harding feature on backing vocals!!

Sam is our 'home grown' St Stephen's boy, who now works as a worship leader in Pioneer Engage Church in Leath-
erhead. He worked with Lee as a DNA student and worked with Amplified and Liquid until last summer. He has a
heart for leading people into the presence of God using comtemporary music and would love you to use this al-
bum in your daily worship of Jesus.

If you are interested in getting a copy, you can order it through Christian Bits for £9.99
http://www.christianbits.co.uk/product.php?id=XXSHCD0O01

Jane also has a few copies which she can sell you! Tel no : 01428 741098 you won't be disappointed!

Thank you notes from prayer quilt recipients:

To my friends at St. Stephen’s —

Thank you all so much for the Get Well wishes and prayers, and especially the lovely prayer quilt.
| am making steady progress at home now.

Love & may God Bless you all richly


http://www.christianbits.co.uk/product.php?id=XXSHCD001
http://www.thebiglunch.com/
http://www.morethangold.org.uk/
http://bit.ly/guildfordthankyou
http://www.diamondjubilee.churchofengland.org/
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Hope International School, Cambodia - an update

During our Christmas holiday, visiting our family in Cambodia, we were thrilled to see how the school just keeps on
growing. Pressure on the original site has been relieved by the rental of a large family home, just around the corner
from the main site. The entire infant section - of age range roughly equivalent to our Rainbow Nursery School - has
been moved into this Early Learning Centre, and this has released space in the original group of buildings for the
increased numbers in the primary and secondary years. But in the next year they know that they will be short of
four classrooms as the numbers, now almost 350, are expected to rise significantly.

On our first Monday in Phnom Penh we were invited to take part in School Assembly, where we spoke about our
cards and the support we had received from our home church. However the greatest response to our talk came
when Jean demonstrated Doris Pretty’s wonderful Cinderella Doll - there was a huge shout of amazement and pro-
longed applause! After a tour of the reorganised Main School, we visited the Early Learn-ing Centre where we pre-
sented the children with Doris’ doll. Doris’ doll demonstrated at assembly, to huge applause!
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The doll in appreciative hands in the ELC

A classroom in the ELE,

Itis a truly amazing school; and it is having an increasing impact on the local community. One of the first
local Khmer pupils soon became a Christian, and then became heavily involved in the relief work following last au-
tumn’s catastrophic floods. The School’s appeal resulted in 450+ parcels of food and clothing filling the school hall.
This pupil’s local contacts enabled these to be distributed, with many senior pupils going out with them.

The school enables an increasing number of Christian families whose children have reached school age to stay in
Cambodia and continue to serve the needs of that country. We feel very privileged to be able to assist in this ex-
pansion and thank you again for your support.

CARDS! If you would like to see our cards online, please go to www.flickr.com/photos/buildinghopecards We have
now sold over 1,500 cards since starting this time last year and we are so very appreciative of the wonderful sup-
port we have received through your purchases & donations. Michael and Jean Clark.
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Greetings to St Stephen’s,

Just a short note to update you all from us on Maria Augusta, following her operation on 30 January. The operation
went well and almost immediately she felt relief from the continual pressure she had felt in her throat and chest.

The surgeon actually did less than expected just "shaving" off the bone spurs. The disc responsible for the problem
in her neck was more deteriorated than expected so a natural fusion was already happening. That meant move-
ment was already restricted, so the surgeon anticipates any future bone spur growth should be limited without fus-
ing. So far results are very good although Maria is still recovering with some pain & unable to lift much. She is hav-
ing a check up Thursday.

We will be leaving London for Reading on Monday 13th Feb. Douglas returns to Quito on 21st Feb, Maria Augusta
plans to return a week later. Please do feel welcome get in touch, call or visit us in Reading. We will have a car until
21% Feb.

We felt very accompanied in prayer by many friends and relatives. Thank you. Prayer takes the chance out of life
and ensures God is involved. On top of that God is just itching to hear our prayers and, as the Bible says prayer can
“move mountains".

The provision for the trip here for medical treatment and the support from friends and family has been way beyond
our expectations. So praise God with us and please continue to remember us in prayer as we move on to what He
has in store for us after this unexpected trip to the U.K.

Here is an article Maria prepared recently for Latin Link:

“I met Monica from Spain in the Quito women’s prison 4 years ago. She was difficult to talk to, often raising her
voice, and very upset about being in prison. Most of the foreigners within the El Inca rehabilitation centre are there
because of a drug related crime & will remain there for at least 8 years.

Monica started coming to our weekly Bible studies. After several weeks she made a personal commitment and
she started studying Scripture regularly. Her attitude has changed. We can communicate in a very loving and clear
way now. Monica has also forgiven her mother back in Spain, as she did not care for her and had put her in an or-
phanage at a very young age.

It has been a privilege to get to know Monica. The Lord is working in her life in an amazing way. Her heart had
been so hardened by a difficult and sad upbringing, but now her heart has been softened and she is willing to serve
Jesus in the place she is. She needs our prayers as she still has to deal with past issues. The prison is not an ideal
place to grow in faith and understanding but the light of Christ can bring healing as Monica continues studying
Scripture at the weekly Bible studies.”

"Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus." 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18

Douglas & Maria Augusta
Latin Link, 87 London Street, Reading RG1 4QA.
Telephone: 0118 957 7100. Registered charity 1020826

www.latinlink.org.uk - with new giving online option

Thank you notes from prayer quilt recipients:

To the friends of St. Stephen’s Shottermill

| was today absolutely delighted to receive my prayer quilt pillowcase — a real work of art obviously made with love
& care.

When | am well again | shall pack the pillowcase away carefully for use in other times of trouble or uncertainty and
eventually to be handed on as a very special heirloom for my children.

My very special thanks to all those involved.


http://www.latinlink.org.uk
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Surrey Hills Music Festival 3-5 May

The Surrey Hills will be alive with music..... Now in its third year, the Surrey Hills Music Festival returns in May with
a host of new and familiar stars and promises to be the most exciting festival yet. Set in three locations over three
nights, the festival showcases rising classical stars so you can say “I heard them here first!”

On Thursday 3 May, set in the picturesque Denbies Vineyard, the festival opens with a night of Song and Romance
with acclaimed young tenor, Andrew Staples, rising star soprano Anna Patalong and festival director and pianist
Tessa Marchington.

On Friday 4 May, virtuoso cellist Natalie Clein performs at Holy Trinity Church, Guildford. She will be in conversa-
tion with the audience after her performance. This is a chance to ask Natalie about her life on stage and her rise to
international fame.

On Saturday 5 May, the glittering Gala night stars classical Brit Award Winner

Nicola Benedetti playing Vaughan William’s ‘The Lark Ascending’ at St Teresa’s School, Effingham. She will be
joined by the Sitkovetksy Trio performing Beethoven’s Triple Concerto with The Surrey Mozart Players conducted
by Kenneth Woods.

Tickets from Guildford Tourist Information Centre
155 High Street, Guildford GU1 3AJ
Tel: 01483 444334

For information about the festival or to book online www.surreyhillsmusicfestival.com
Tickets £20 on 3 / 4 May and £25 on 5 May (concessions apply)

Students invited to learn from the stars

The Festival is also committed to inspiring a love of music in children of all ages.

In March, Festival Director Tessa Marchington will bring two leading opera singers, Rhona McKail from Scottish
Opera, and Matthew Stiff (previously of G4 fame) to lead a workshop "Have fun with Lieder and Songtime" to three
local primary schools.

8 and 9 year olds will be introduced to storytelling through song and will develop their own stories which will be set
to music.

Between March and May secondary school students will be offered an outstanding opportunity to prepare for Mas-
ter Classes. These classes, for solo instrument and ensembles, will be delivered by the Festival's internationally ac-
claimed stars Nicola Benedetti and the Sitkovetsky Trio who headline the Gala Concert later that evening, 5th May.
The Surrey Hills Music Festival is currently registering as a charity and their aim is to bring the highest quality of
young national and international classical stars to local audiences of all ages. www.surreyhillsmusicfestival.com

Community advert

Single room in family house in Fernhurst available for lady at end of March. £390 per calendar month including bills
& broadband. Call Salema 01428 643316.

Thank you notes from prayer quilt recipients:
Dear friends and members of St. Stephen’s Church, Shottermill,

How moved | was by your expressions of faith and kindness to me, by presenting me with a beautiful hand made
quilt — not just any quilt, but a prayer quilt expressing your faith, and encouraging me in mine.

| have had it on my bed since the night | first had it. . . | have tied knots myself and invited others to do the same.
The quilt is a wonderful, tangible reminder of God’s love through our Christian family. Thank you so much.

May you be blessed in your ministry,


http://www.surreyhillsmusicfestival.com/
http://www.surreyhillsmusicfestival.com
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Editors Note

| would like to thank those who have contributed to this edition of Good News and look forward to hear-
ing from more of the church community and of the deeds, witness and events that characterise an active
and serving community.

| am eager to gather contributions on a rolling basis and to see if we can fulfil a number of headings which
are listed below. | would also welcome some assistance in organising the material so that it can be gath-
ered and published in as efficient a manner as possible. This is a call for assistant editors for the commu-
nity section and for the Church business section.

We can then work closer towards Good News being a celebration of the many things that this church
does. My contact details are on the front page.

Community section

Event reports

Information

Local interest

Cartoon??

Hasleway

Witness articles

Profiles, PCC members, housegroup leaders
Church ‘business’

Project news
Notices

Outward Giving

PCC — news, updates
Rainbow

Christian Bits

Christian Bits is a shop run by Andy & Donna Rigby. We don’t have a shop building, as that would be too expensive,
but we do have one of the largest Christian online shops in the UK at www.christianbits.co.uk

We can supply over 50,000 different products, including: Bibles, Books, Alpha Course Resources, Music CDs, DVDs,
Greetings Cards, Gifts (including Balloons, Bookmarks, Sweets, Wooden Crosses), Candles, Wristbands, Stationery
(including plastic book covers) and Church Supplies (wafers, communion trays,incense and so on) - and now even a
range of e-Books!

Christmas items include Advent Calendars , Advent Candles, Cards and Wrapping Paper.
Our current best-sellers include the new CDs from Matt Redman, Tim Hughes and Hillsong;

DVDs “Pilgrim’s Progress”, “Furious Love”, and the “Jesus Movie” — plus the whole range of the popular “Veggie
Tales” DVDs for children.

Everything is on the website, but feel free to contact Andy or Donna by phone on 01428 653853 if you want to
order (or don’t have the internet).

Local customers will automatically get a discount (and free delivery of course!).


file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/user/My%20Documents/Neill.C/GOOD.NEWS/2011/Sept.11%20content/www.christianbits.co.uk

