
            Honouring God, following the example of Jesus and sharing his love in our community 

Your copy of Good News can be also be found on the church website (www.shottermillparish.org.uk) and we hope that 
those of you who have access to a computer will read it online, and help to reduce the amount of paper copies.         
The website also contains much more information about our church activities, which we hope you will find helpful.  

Contact details for Good News are;     Duncan Long Tel: 01428 724389,      e-mail: duncanlong@live.co.uk  
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Too busy to pray? 

 
I don’t know about you, but it seems that for me 2010 took a while to get going. I think it might have 
had        something to do with all of that white stuff at the beginning of the year! Thankfully, before it all 
came, I had      managed to have two days of my planned four day retreat. I had resolved to begin the 
year in retreat to seek God both for the church and for myself. Even though I didn’t have the full four 
days that I had planned, I believe that God richly blessed me in that time. The snow cleared just in time 
for our week of prayer and this was also a   wonderful time where I, and I know many of you, were able 
to set aside time for prayer. I have already shared some of what God was and is teaching me through 
these times in our Sunday services, but I thought I would say a little more here in our first Good News 
of 2010.  

 

First of all, I re-read a book given to me by my training incumbent when I left my curacy in Coventry – it 
is called ‘The Contemplative Pastor’ by Eugene Peterson. As I read the opening chapters, I was       
reminded of what my   primary calling as your pastor is, namely to Pray, Preach and Listen (to God and 
others). There was then a sharp challenge as to why these are not always my priorities. Why is it I (and 
I suspect many of you) are too busy to pray or to listen? Well Eugene suggests two reasons: (i) we are 
too vain – we like to be seen as important and our busyness can be a badge of our worth and value;  
(ii) we are too lazy. “What!” I thought, “how can I be too lazy when I am so busy?” The answer is that 
we are too lazy to take control of our time and let circumstances and other people do this for us. In 
other words, we are too lazy to plan into our lives the things that are really important – prayer, leisure, 
time with our families and friends, time to give to and serve others etc. This is very challenging and I 
am stilling wrestling with the implications for the way I plan my time.  

 

Second, I was reminded that these priorities of praying, preaching and listening are part of a more   
specific calling that God has given me to “love the church, feed and build the church and grow the 
church.” I believe that God has called me – in partnership with the leadership and all of you – to build a 
place where God’s presence is known and a place of safety and security from which we can be sent 
out to be salt and light in the world –         inspired, equipped, enabled and confident of who we are in 
Christ. I am passionate about the local church and St Stephen’s in particular! I believe that God has 
much in store for us in 2010 as we build upon all that has gone before and as we continue in            
obedience to what the Lord calls us to do as individuals and as his people. 

 

Danny Wignall, February 2010 
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A Letter from our future Curate Giles Carpenter  
Dear St Stephen’s family,  

We enjoyed meeting some of you during our initial visit to St Stephens last year and look forward to the opportunity 
of meeting the rest of the family in the near future. It was also a great joy to find that so many old friends are now 
based at St Stephen’s, many of these dear friends have been instrumental in our walk of faith, through their         
encouragement, teaching and inspiration; you know who you are and we give thanks to God for bringing our paths 
back together. 

A little about each of us. 

Charlie is the youngest of our tribe at four and eleven 
twelfths. He loves Ben Ten and, for a future vicar’s son, 
has an alarming appetite for shooting visitors who come 
to the house; be warned! Charlie loves to sing very     
enthusiastically and lists Meatloaf, Mika and Thin Lizzy 
as his musical inspiration. 

Libby (9) is the creative entrepreneur in the family. She 
loves anything arty and cooking. She will always be     
eager to put her baking skills into action and is a dab 
hand at cakes and tagliatelli.  

Jessie (10) loves playing her clarinet and reading,     
devouring books at a rate that her dad only wishes he 
could match. Jessie is co-owner with Giles of Monty our 

Pointer/Springer cross although dad seems to get the dog walking part of the deal.  

Rachel was brought up locally going to school in Godalming and RNS in Haslemere. After University and a year 
with Tear Fund in Zimbabwe, Rachel trained as an accountant and has worked in private practice in the local area 
before moving to Bristol. She has found this time of training to be an amazing period of God releasing new gifts and 
interests and she has taken a central role both in the life of the College spouses group and ‘Love Running’ which 
last year co-ordinated the biggest single mass entry into a UK road race here in Bristol raising £70,000 for local and 
international charities. See www.loverunning.org. 

Giles was also a local lad going to schools in Guildford and West Sussex. Before being called to ordination Giles 
worked for over 20 years in Estate Agency. His passion, in both his career and ministry, is playing a part in the 
transformation that takes place when people begin to explore the potential that God has placed in each of us.    
Overcoming fear and brokenness, discovering our true identity in Christ and claiming the freedom that comes from 
being a follower of Jesus are all part of the personal    
journey of faith that Giles has experienced and these 
things have deeply impacted his view of ministry. 

Lastly, Rachel and I were struck recently by the picture 
that Jesus gives to his disciples in John 14. Jesus speaks 
of making a place ready for his disciples in the same way 
as a bridegroom would make a place ready for his bride 
by extending the family home to accommodate this new 
branch of the family. We sense that Jesus is making a 
place for us at St Stephens, we are joining your tribe and 
we can’t begin to tell you how thrilled we all are about it. 
We pray that over the years to come we can play our part 
in supporting the family business and in building ever        
increasing extensions to the tent. 

 

With love 

Giles, Rachel, Jessie, Libby and Charlie 
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Prayer Quilts 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PATCHWORK PRAYERS  
 

The Prayer Quilt Ministry at St. Stephen’s 
 
 What’s the latest news with the Prayer Quilt Minist ry?  

In September we had a very successful & enjoyable workshop. The day began with the Women’s Breakfast and 
ended with 12 completed quilts. We could sense that the presence of the Holy Spirit was there right from the first 
cup of coffee! We have given the name “Patchwork Prayers”  to the ministry, which captures the idea in a nutshell.  
Generous donations have meant that we have a good supply of wonderful fabrics to work with and cash to buy 
supplies. A very big thank you to all who made donations of time, materials & money. We have had Patchwork 
Prayers & care instruction labels made and are producing offer and gift cards to accompany the quilts.   

In case you are unfamiliar with prayer quilts, here is “the lowdown”.  

What is a prayer quilt?  

A prayer quilt is a free gift of love, hope & prayers given to someone in special need. It consists of a hand-made 
quilt, which is held together with ties. Each tie is knotted by a member of St. Stephens, and perhaps friends &    
family, while they pray for the person’s needs. So, although the gift is a warm & comfy quilt, the real power behind it 
is the focused prayer that it represents.  

Who can be given a prayer quilt? 

Prayer quilts are for anyone who is in a physical, emotional, spiritual, or other type of life crisis, who feels they want 
to be “covered in prayer”. The quilt serves as a continuing physical reminder of the prayer & grace surrounding 
them. They don’t need to be a member of St. Stephen’s, but they do need to give their permission to receive a quilt. 

How can I request a prayer quilt for someone? 

The first step in giving a prayer quilt is to ask for the Lord’s guidance in prayer. If you would then like to sponsor a 
quilt for someone you know, please give them an offer card, which explains the quilts and will soon be available in 
the church office or from Jill Soar on 01428 656983. Once their permission is given a quilt maybe selected. It will be 
prayed over in church on the next appropriate Sunday, or as arranged. The quilt and a card from St. Stephen’s will 
then be ready for the sponsor to deliver. Prayer quilts are always a free gift, both for the sponsor & the recipient. 

How is a prayer quilt made? 

We use cotton fabric, most is donated & “recycled” from clothing & bed linens. The fabric is cut into squares and 
patched to form the face, which is joined to a filling and backing fabric with St. Stephen’s label and care              
instructions.  Ties are then stitched through to hold the layers together and it is ready to be prayed over. This can 
be done in a variety of ways, the most usual is to set it on a table in the church for people to come round and pray, 
or to pass it from person to person around the church during a service. We have also had an “open house” day in a 
private home where people were invited to come along & pray. However it is done initially, a prayer quilt is always a 
work in progress. Friends, relatives and the recipient themselves are always free to tie in more prayers.  

How much does it cost to produce a prayer quilt?  

The cost of an individual prayer quilt can be anywhere from less than £6 to £20, very good value for an individually 
hand-made item, and beyond price to those who receive them.  We have been amazed at the impact of these gifts 
on individuals and families. They communicate love, faith and hope in such a tangible way. Donations of fabric are 
most welcome, as well as financial gifts for supplies. 

Thank you for your support of this ministry. If you  know of anyone we can bless with a quilt, the stoc k is 
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Dear Members of St. Stephen’s Church, 

 

As I write to you, I am in our formal dining room sitting across from the beautiful quilt you made for me.  It is     
hanging on the wall and near it, in a special book, all your lovely notes, sentiments and good wishes for me.  It is 
good to know so many of you are praying for me half way around the world! 

 

When Jill told me about the quilt, I was looking forward to seeing it.  During Jill’s recent visit to the US, we gathered 
my family to be part of the initial “knot tying.”  Many were touched as we read scripture together, shed a few tears 
and prayed. I felt honored to receive such a beautiful gift from all of you. 

 

Let me tell you a bit of my story……I am 53 years old and the oldest of seven children.  I have two sisters and four 
brothers.  I grew up in Madison, Wisconsin.  I have a degree from the university in education and have always been 
employed in positions where I have had the privilege of teaching others and of course, learning from them as well! 

 

In 1982, I met Jill’s older brother Kevin.  We dated and fell in love and were married in November of 1983.  He has 
been a faithful partner in every way and continues to be my rock when days are difficult.  Kevin and I have two 
lovely daughters, Katie and Molly.  Katie is a school teacher and Molly is nearing completion of her degree in  
Criminal Justice in hopes of working in law enforcement.  We recently received news that Katie and her husband 
Robert are expecting a baby….we’re going to be first time grandparents! 

 

My diagnosis came on a brisk fall day in October of 2007.  After seven years of tremor and changes in gait, I was 
referred to a movement disorders specialist who confirmed what I suspected….Parkinson’s Disease.  It is a disease 
of inches and I have been very fortunate in that it seems to be taking plenty of time to make its mark on my life. 

 

While it is a frustrating disease because EVERYTHING happens in slow motion, I have been pleasantly surprised 
at how slowing down has given me marvelous opportunities to notice things like the brilliant colors of flowers, the 
birds singing, etc,  There were so many things I just missed (or took for granted) before this disease took hold.  I 
continue to express thanks to God everyday for all things that bring me joy, including all of you! 

 

The quilt is absolutely beautiful and I will treasure it always.  It represents hope for me as I look at it.  It represents 
love as my daily visitors come over and tie a knot as they pray for me.  It represents the relationship you and I now 
have because you cared enough to be 
part of this important ministry. 

 

I pray daily for all of you…..that you 
stay well in mind, body and spirit and 
that God will bless the work you do as a 
church and as individuals in the Body of 
Christ.  May God bless each of you  
today, tomorrow and always….. 

 

Love, 

Mary Hoffman 

A Letter from Mary Hoffman                       (Jill Soar’s sister-in-law) 
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China Heart                                                                       Neil Wilson 

 
China's orphans 
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Days gone by                                                  Thanks to Vanessa Kemp 

 

Some great old views 
of the church. 

 

 

Sorry, but the years  

are unknown 
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Prime Time 

''Back by popular demand - STRICTLY HAVE FUN DANCING - first come first served.  Buy your tickets early still 
only £8.00, available from the church office, or on Sundays (9.00 service) Vanessa Kemp, (10.45 service) Jean 
Van Jeffries.   

  

Once again tuition by Coral and dancing to Pete's music with a delicious Ritz tea.  Speak to those who came last 
year and find out how good it was.  We do have a maximum number so get in early, put the date in your diary - 
February 27th starting 2.30 p.m. - pay your money and secure your tickets for a really fun event''  

 

When I meditated on the word  Guidance,  

I kept seeing "dance" at the end of the word.   

I remember reading that doing God's will is a lot like 
dancing.   

When two people try to lead, nothing feels right.   

The movement doesn't flow with the music,   

And everything is quite uncomfortable and jerky.   

When one person realizes that, and lets the other lead,   

Both bodies begin to flow with the music.   

One gives gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the   
back   

Or by pressing Lightly in one direction or another.   

It's as if two become one body, moving beautifully.    

The dance takes surrender, willingness,   

And attentiveness from one person   

And gentle guidance and skill from the other.   

My eyes drew back to the word  Guidance.   

When I saw "G": I thought of God, followed by "u" and 
"I".   

"God, "u" and "I" dance."   

God, you, and I dance.   

As I lowered my head, I became willing to trust   

That I would get guidance about my life.   

Once again, I became willing to let God lead.   

My prayer for you today is that God's blessings   

 

 

 

 

And mercies are upon you on this day and everyday.   

  May you abide in God, as God abides in you.   

  Dance together with God, trusting God to lead   

  And to guide you through each season of your life.   

  This prayer is powerful and there is nothing attached                                 

  If God has done anything for you in your life,   

  Please share this message with someone else.   

  There is no cost but a lot of rewards;   

  So let's continue to pray for one another.   

 And I Hope You Dance !  

Dancing With God �

Springs Lunch 

“Springs” Lunch date  

Haslemere Hall has been booked from noon on May 25th 
for another “Springs” women’s lunch, hosted by members 
of 5 local churches. Last year it was a sell out “Standing 
Room Only” event, so put the date in your diary and watch 
here for more details. Tickets will be available after Easter.  
A crèche will be provided. See Jill Soar for more informa-
tion. 


