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Honouring God, following the example of Jesus and sharing his love in our community

Your copy of Good News can be also be found on the church website (www.shottermillparish.org.uk) and we hope that those
of you who have access to a computer will read it online, and help to reduce the amount of paper copies. The website alsp cor
tains much more information about our church activities, which we hope you will find helpful.

Contact details for Good News are;  Neill Parsons Tel: 01428 661882ail: reeill.parsons @talktalk.net

VICARS COLUMN
Good News December 20XIWe are family!

Thank you so much to all of you for your kind words and welcome upon my return from sabbatical. It is wonderful
to be back with my church family. 1 think it is easy to take our church family for granted. Obviously we are not per-
fect (no family | know is!), but there are not many organisations that have members who are so diverse and where
people from any walk of life or background are welcome. | believe that God is challenging us to find ways of wel-
coming an even more diverse range of people into our community as we seek to be united by our desire to be disci
ples of Jesus Christ. Disciples, of course, do the things their master does.
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Jesus. During my sabbatical, it was fantastic to be welcomed into other Christian commuinitiesgenuinely
welcomed as a brother in Christ by people who did not knowgroat who know my Heavenly Father! | have said
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of God , the example of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit so that we, in response, can be agents of transfor-
mation in the communities we find ourselves in every day. It was brilliant to see this same God doing His work of
transformation in the lives of young men at Drakenstein Prison, in professional football teams, through Africa Soc-
cer Developments, in Townships and in the suburbs.

| also had the great joy of being part of the Northumbria Community (for a four day guided retreat), and then at St
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making a significant financial and time commitment to seek God by taking time out to retreat from their everyday
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waiting upon the Lord. | have learnt that we netedwvork out of rest and not work in order to rest this is the

Sabbath principle.
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journal (which | kept throughout my sabbatical).

G2 KIF G RAWith an intré&abkeNdeRse of God's love for me there needs to be a corresponding in-
crease in my love for others. Would | have been one of those who listened, or one of those who judged with humar
wisdom when Jesus first stood up and said these words in Nazareth?

What did Jesus ask of m&® have more compassion for the poor, the prisoner, the oppressed and the
blind. | want to stand for something different (what Jesus stands-fewen if unpopular.

Did | sense any unwillingness in nhefd recognise an unwillingness in myself to be fully open to the compassion of

God for others especially the poor. Fear that compassion will be overwhelming, uncomfortable and
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costly- upsetting my comfortable life. Maybe this is why | am going to Cape Town? Lord, | want to want to have
your heart of compassion for the poor, oppressed, prisoners and the blind. | want to proclaim and herald your heal-
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God certainly was preparing me, because one of the most shocking things about the beautiful city of Cape Town is
the huge contrast between the very wealthy and those living in daily poverty. | saw this first hand at a level | had
never experienced before. As | have tried to process this and pray about both my own personal response and our
response as a church, | am becoming more aware of those who are poor in our own community. There may not be
anyone quite as financially or materially poor as those | saw in the Townships of Cape Town, but the fact is that in
Shottermill or Haslemere, the contrast between the materially wealthy and those who struggle to make ends meet
is huge. It is often this contrast that is hardest to deal with when you are poor. For example, one family who came
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of the year. Why? Because it is the only time they can afford to go out for coffee and cake as family. How many of
us have to think twice about going out for a coffee and cake?

But of course poverty is not just financial or
material ¢ there is the poverty of loneliness,
depression, bereavement, hopelessness, lack
of opportunity and failing health. Talking to
Craig, who heads up the Warehouse Project
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EI issue- there are principalities and powers
N . CH BASED that keep people poor by influencing sys-
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- THROUGH ACTS s g initiatives to lift people out of poverty won't
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people out of the poverty of their own per-
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¢ for example by helping people to start their own small business|
and by the distribution of goodsfood, clothes, and toiletries B
through local churches. Their work can be summarised by saymt
they are enabling those who have been convicted by the Holy Sp
(not coerced) to give of their time, skill, possessions and marimyt |
also to give of themselves in forming genuine relationships with
those they help and serve. We already do some of this as a churt
community¢ for instance, through the Wave, through our ministry
Care Homes, through involvement with Haslewey, through Prime. X
Time activities, through our distribution of Harvest gifts, and our ¢
ing for those who are bereaved. | know that many individuals als¢
give in many other ways. However, | am convinced that the Lord | ’\ /&
calling us to grow deeper in this area of discipleship, helping us t¢ /'~~~ o

respond tc_) the pooF the least, the last and the I(_)ston our door- 't /B%.m # \Wp \ ﬁi@ N
stop, and in our neighbourhood. Please pray with me that the Lo ~* ; ;/// §/k
will lead us to find the right methods to do this, and that He will rg,

up workers for the harvest field so that we draw people into our
wonderful Christian Community as we serve them and love them
with the love and compassion that the transforming power of Jes v
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we are part of that visionwe are the hands and feet of Jesus.

Danny Wignall, December 2011
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Outward Giving News

As a church St. Stephens supports an outward giving programme, an outreach initiative to support a range

of works, all focused on extending the reach of the kingdom, giving hope and assistance to a variety of people
and organisations. This follows on from the last edition of Good News, with more on what St. Stephens supports
and what is being done
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This locally based organisation brings children affected by the 1986 nuclear disaster to Haslemeré voeeks,

once a yeatr, to give them respite and recovery time from the damage caused by environmental radiation. When
they arrive in the UK the health of these children is poor but, with uncontaminated food and a break from the
constant high level of radiation, they return home having gained strength, weight and a sense that someone
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ing little or no outside help. Now the annual visits alternate between groups from Belarus and the Ukraine. The
parents of the children now coming to the UK were born around the time of the disaster. Sadly, the new genera-
tion of children are even weaker than previous groups, so the effects of radiation do not seem to have abated. As
the memory of the Chernobyl event fades, the organisation has found it increasingly difficult to raise money to
fund all the expenses of bringing children to England, and it has become even more difficult with the current eco-
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them to pay the airfare of 4 children for the upcoming visit this autumn. It was special to have them with us for
our Harvest Festival Service in October.

CHINAHEART

ChinaHeatrt is called to serve the poor, needy and orphaned in China, and to express love and colmpassion

tion for those who often through no fault of their own are sometimes struggling even to sufhiea Heart is
supported by short and longer term missionaries and teams, and by those who send because they can't go them-
selves. Some of the projects include child sponsorship and long term visitation of these children and their carers,
caring for babies in a special unit and practical work in various orphanages.

Neil & Jifelane visited the outreach in China during the summer.

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS CHARITABLE TRUST

CMCT Christian Missions Charitable Trust is Compassion in Action in Chennai, India. It seeks to share Christ's lov
by serving the needs of the poor through pragmatic Christian witness and care. Soup kitchens and weekly rations
are taken out to many in the surrounding slums. The mission provides a wide range of professional care for peo-
ple from hospital including dentistry; and has established an orphanage and schools. Vocational training is of-
fered to help adults acquire employable skills. CMCT is involved with Tsunami relief and rehabilitation, a wheel-
chair ministry and work with street children. All this is just a glimpse of the blessings that CMCT pours out to com-
munities and individuals. All areas of this ministry are underpinned through devotion to Christ and prayer. Col-
leen Redit, who established the mission, visited St Stephen's on September 22nd. She has been faithful to her
calling to work in India since the late 1960s and quotes " Where there is no vision the people perish." Check out
the website for more informationwww.christianmissionindia.com

FRRME, Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East
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zor wire and countless Iraqgi soldiers and police. Attacks barely hit the news now. Yet though itis a place of trag-

edy and hardship, our people are people of life and peace. At S. George@ church we welcome more than 550
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LATIN LINK

Latin Link is for people with a passion for Christian Mission in and from Latin America. They weockiltuosiy

with churches and partner organisations in Latin America. They organise short mission visits by young people in
their Gap Year, and longer periods for those who have left university or are taking a career break. Our own Lizzie
Parker recently went on a year long placement with them in Chile. They also have some permanent mission part-
ners and we support one of these, the Cowan Family, who work in Christian Broadcasting and local prisons in Ec-
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hoped that in the future some of the young people from Liquid will join the gap year programme.

ROCKE FAMILY
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church in Lisieux. However, in order to become properly established in France and continue their mission there,
they feel they are being encouraged by God to focus principally on their language teaching business, which pro-
vides many occasions for sharing their faith to a largely unchurched business community.

After a period of reducing their responsibilities within the Baptist church, which is many miles from where they
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on their immediate neighbourhood, attending the local Catholic church which is very sympathetic to the evangeli-
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through her Prayer for Schools work. Their outreach is being concentrated through their Immersion English
Courses and Bed & Breakfast business. They have also just started to teach French to English speakers.

TEARFUND [The Evangelical Alliance Relief Fund]

Tearfund is a Christian relief and development agency which works alongside 300-asechpartners in more
than 60 countries to transform communities and individuals materially and spiritually. It also provides emergency
relief in disaster areas.
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gender, and that it will never be used to further a particular political or religious standpoint. This is of vital im-
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describes. Tearfund follows the biblical mandate that helping communities in need is central to the purpose of
local churches, wherever they are.

Contributions from the organisations that are supported will give a insight into the work that is being done.

from Adam and Karina Martiim Derby, AnneSeptember 2011

Dear Friends at St Stephens,
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ties around us. Your financial support during this time has been a huge blessing ttwam& you so much. | real-
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apologise. What follows is a summary of the main aspects of our work. We also want to tell you about significant
changes in our situation going forward.

Reaching the unreached on our doorstep:

Our goal in planting International Community Church was-teld; to make disciples of Jesus from the ethnic
communities in Derby, and to be agents of community transformation. Our main focus has been on the refugees
from nations unreached by the gospel; the Afghans, Iranians, and Kurds. In recent years we discovered another
important role we were able to haveto train and mobilise others into effective cresaltural work.






