
            Honouring God, following the example of Jesus and sharing his love in our community 

Your copy of Good News can be also be found on the church website (www.shottermillparish.org.uk) and we hope that those 

of you who have access to a computer will read it online, and help to reduce the amount of paper copies. The website also con-

tains much more information about our church activities, which we hope you will find helpful.  

Contact details for Good News are;     Neill Parsons Tel: 01428 661882,      e-mail: neill.parsons@talktalk.net 
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A link in the chain? 

I met someone at the New Wine Leaders conference recently who I vaguely recognised. He came up and intro-
duced himself and it turned out that I had been a chaplain at his school in Coventry where I was a curate between 
1998-2001. He said he remembered some of the things I had said in assemblies and also me playing the guitar(!). At 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ мн ƻǊ мо ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
charity. There were obviously lots of people who sowed seeds of faith in his life, but I 
ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψƭƛƴƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴΩ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
coming to and growing in faith. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǘ WŀŎƻōΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
who prayed about which form group Jacob should be in. At the last minute she felt 
that it was right for him to be in the group that Tom Brown and Jack Robson were in. 
The Lord then used Jacob as a link in the chain as part of Jack and Tom coming to faith 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ [ƛǉǳƛŘΦ 

Then just this last week, one of our young people took an opportunity to talk his faith 
ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘǊƛǇΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ 
have been in contact with the church on a school visit. There will need to be several 
more links in the chain before those young people embrace the good news of Jesus fully, but they are much closer 
than they were before. 

I would like to encourage in saying that you too have probably been a link in the chain for somebody or even sever-
al people without you even knowing it. Maybe a kind word at work or school, not entering into gossip about some-
one, being a person of integrity or offering to pray for someone ς ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǳƴƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎΗ hǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
event.   

I read recently of a poll carried out in 2007 by Ipsos Mori, in which 23 per cent of those polled said that they read 
their horoscopes at least weekly; 24 per cent had con­sulted some form of fortune-teller; 16 per cent carried a 
lucky charm; 12 per cent believed that magic spells worked; and nine per cent thought that horoscopes accurately 
predicted the future. The article went on to say that this indicates that the decline in Christianity is not leading to-
wards secular atheism, but to a new consumer-orientated religiosity with links to the New Age movement, holistic 
medicine, and paganism, within which elements of Christianity and other world faiths are incorporated.  This has 
been described as a pick-and-mix ap­proach to belief and practice, in which people form their own belief systems 
from a range of religious products rather than a particular religion.  
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Vicars Column continued 

 

I believe that people are seeking spiritual comfort and experience just as much they ever were, but sadly they 
are not necessarily looking to the church for answers or an encounter with God. This means that we have a fan-
tastic opportunity as Christians to affirm our friends, family and work colleagues in their spiritual search, but to 
show them in word and deed that in Jesus they can find what they are looking for. The Rev Steve Hollinghurst 
from the Church Army says άLƴ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇŀǘƘΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘπƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭπƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦέ  

{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ƳŜŜǘΦ 
We too can be a link in the chain in helping them to discover that Christianity is not dull and boring, but vibrant, 
ƭƛŦŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ 
to impact our friends, family, work colleagues in the same way it has impacted us. 

Danny Wignall, July 2010 

 

    
The Worship Weekend with the people from Wales 

hǊ 5ŀŘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜŜ bŀƴŎŀǊǊƻǿ 
 
ά!ǿŜǎƻƳŜέ άLƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜέ ά! {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 5ŀƳƴ .ǳǊǎǘƛƴƎέ - These were just a few descriptions by the 
group from Ammanford Pentecostal Church, following their weekend at St.Stephens Church, Shotter-
ƳƛƭƭΣ IŀǎƭŜƳŜǊŜΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ {ǘŜǾŜ b!b/!wwh² ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
church but nothing prepared us for the move of God that came in both our worship time on Saturday 
and ministry time on Sunday. I have never seen so many tears shared that simply reflected real en-
ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 
  
мл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊŎŜΩ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ƳƳŀƴŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ IŀǎƭŜƳŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
love that somehow had already existed between the two churches. It was recognised that whilst we 
may have different views in some areas of scripture, the most important link that drew us together 
ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳπ
selves and their respective communities. It was amazing as one after the other, people who had never 
met before simply encouraged each other, and it seemed that where one church ministered to the 
other, before we knew it the same ministry was being reciprocated the other way around. 
 
ά¢ƻ ƻǳǊ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŀƎŜǎ όtŀǎǘƻǊ {ǘŜǾŜ ƛǎ см ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜύΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
people mixing with older folk and both praying for each other. The joint worship time @ liquid under-
lined the fact that no matter how old you are, it is more than possible to be at one in Christ. Surely 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ 
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 The Worship Weekend with the people from Wales cont. 

 

The Elim Church, Ammanford wish to thank all the folk at St Stephens for their love and wonderful hospi-
tality (especially Maura - who fed us so well). A great big thanks also to Lee and Laura for arranging all the 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 5ŀƴƴȅ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ōǊŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ΨǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΩ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎ 
to come and take part in his Church. We hope and pray that the Welsh singing on Saturday night showed 
the musical talents, but to be honest that all faded into insignificance as TOGETHER we worshiped the 
Lord and Saviour whom we both love and serve. Thank you St. Stephens we look forward to your visit to 
us. 
 

Heart for China ... visiting and serving with the long-term 

work of China Heart. 

 

 

On July 24th, Jifelane and I will travel to Hong Kong and then travel on to visit the Xian area in central Chi-

na to see first-hand some of the ongoing work of China Heart. We will serve in any way we can! This is 

likely to be running various activities for the kids, taking the pressure off their Carers and basically taking 

every opportunity to share the love of the Father. 

Often our concept of an orphan is someone without any parents. But what happens when a single mum 

re-marries and the new marriage doesn't want her child? Children are often abandoned. This is a real situ-

ation in China. 

China Heart International support children and workers in various orphanages and foster homes within 

China. They provide for the needs of orphans, young children and also young adults whose needs are of-

ten more urgent. 

China Heart also serves children not in institutions but being fostered in village families. 

We will be there for two weeks with a small team, returning on the 7th of August. 

Please PRAY for us. We need: 

EQUIPPING  WISDOM  PROTECTION 

For further information on China Heart please see http://www.chinaheartint.org/index.html 

http://www.chinaheartint.org/index.html


July 2010                                                                                                                                                   Page 4                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

From Lucie Barnsdale , YWAM 

Hello! 
 

Since coming back from my YWAM DTS, I've been spending lots of time working out what I'm meant to be doing 
next. Initially i thought i was going to go to Amsterdam to work for YWAM's red light district ministry, but since 
then I was put in touch with someone from the YWAM base in Harpenden, who has a heart for human traffiking 
in the Olympics. I got really excited because on my DTS God told me that I needed to do something about the 
traffiking into London in 2012. There is a project in its early stages at Harpenden called Forever 2012 and is fo-
cussed on the Olympics and how the Church can impact London before, during and after the actual event. My 
plan is to join the project in September, and focus on the Human Traffiking side of the Olympics, by raising aware-
ness and working alongside other organisations such as Stop the Traffik and Not for sale, to target the issue. 
There were approximately 10,000 women and children traffiked into Athens for the Olympics in 2004, and 40,000 
for the World cup in south Africa 2010... but due to the nature of Traffiking, the number of victims caught up in 
prostitution does not decrease after the games, but it stays the same. That means that there are now 10,000 
traffiking victims in Athens still today, 6 years later. Therefore I am aiming to be a part of the project until after 
the events of 2012 because the problem will still be real for many years after. YWAM is a non-profit organisation 
whereby none of the staff members get paid, but need to pay to live on the base and pay for personal living ex-
penses etc. I am aiming to raise between £400-£500 per month to cover my costs of living etc. You might be able 
to help me out in a few ways: 
 
1) Commit to sponsoring me each month (any amount would be greatly appreciated, it doesn't matter how small.) 
2) Remember me in your prayers regularly, for my finances but also for my direction and that I continue to wait 
and rely on God for everything. 
3) Let me know if you have any sponsorship ideas... because I'm really new to this! 
 
Thank you very much for reading!! 
 
Love,  
Lucie Barnsdale 

GOD'S Rosebud 

 A new minister 
 was walking with an older, 
 more seasoned minister 
 in the garden one day. 

  
  Feeling a bit insecure 

   about what God had for him to do, 
   he was asking the older preacher 

   for some advice. 
  

   The older preacher walked up to a rosebush 
   and handed the young preacher 

   a rosebud and told him 
   to open it without tearing off any petals. 
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 The young preacher looked in disbelief 
                    at the older preacher 

                 and was trying to figure out 
                       what a rosebud 

                  could possibly have to do 
                  with his wanting to know 

                       the will of God 
                  for his life and ministry. 

  
               But because of his great respect 

                    for the older preacher, 
            he proceeded to try to unfold the rose, 

               while keeping every petal intact. 
  

                        It wasn't long 
                      before he realized 
                        how impossible 
                        this was to do. 

  
           Noticing the younger preacher's inability 
           to unfold the rosebud without tearing it, 

               the older preacher began to recite 
                     the following poem... 

  
                  "It is only a tiny rosebud, 
                   A flower of God's design; 

                But I cannot unfold the petals 
               With these clumsy hands of mine." 

  
               "The secret of unfolding flowers 

                  Is not known to such as I. 
               GOD opens this flower so easily, 

                  But in my hands they die." 
  

                "If I cannot unfold a rosebud, 
                 This flower of God's design, 

               Then how can I have the wisdom 
                 To unfold this life of mine?" 

  
               "So I'll trust in God for leading 
                    Each moment of my day. 

                I will look to God for guidance 
                   In each step of the way." 

  
                 "The path that lies before me, 

                      Only my Lord knows. 
             I'll trust God to unfold the moments, 

                 Just as He unfolds the rose." 
 

Contributed by Sarah Alcock and forwarded by Jane Saunders  
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COLOUR ME BEAUTIFUL 
 

²ŜƭƭΣ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎΩ  ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ΨǎŎǊǳō ǳǇ ǿŜƭƭΩΦ   !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
friends looked pretty good too! 

hƴŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ¢Ŝƴ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ  ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ Dŀȅƴŀ 
Cooper show us how to look even more gorgeous, and you can only imagine the chatter-noise level.  Even 
the worship group at full volume would barely compete! 

We were charmingly greeted with a glass of wine served by 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎΩ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ƎŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛπ
Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƴƛōōƭŜǎΩ Σ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻŦŦ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ 
and a necklace for every lady ς ƎƛǊƭȅ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΗ  hƴŎŜ ǎƘŜΩŘ 
managed to quell the chattering, Gayna explained that the 
colours which suit each of us (men too!) are determined by 
the tone of our skin and the colour of our eyes and hair (at 
any one time!), which she proceeded to demonstrate with 
the help of willing volunteers and some swatches of fabric ς 
amazing!  Gayna then visited each lady in the room and told 
ƘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨǘȅǇŜΩ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ς watch out chaps:  complete new 

wardrobes beckon!   

Before coffee Gayna shared with us that just the day before our meeting she had heard that her 
brother had been diagnosed with cancer, but that she still felt able to come and talk to us because her 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  {ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ 
that runs throughout her life. 

After the break, she moved on to tell us how to make the most of 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ΨŘǊŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜ 
ŀǿŀȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƭŜǎǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ōƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊƛŜǎΦ 

All in all this was a wonderfully entertaining and informative even-
ing, easy to share with the friends we had invited along.  I had two e-
mails from my friend the following day, one to say thank you and how 
ƳǳŎƘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘǊǳŜ ǎƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ DŀȅƴŀΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛπ
mony was. 

So, a huge THANK YOU to Donna and her team for all the hard work 
ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ  LΩƳ ƛƴ ŀǿŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴŜŎƪƭŀŎŜǎ ς 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ IŀǎƭŜƳŜǊŜΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ 
all our men with servant hearts, and thank you very much to Gayna. 

 

  

Kindly contributed by Hilary Bicknell 
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NSPCC's Pedal Push, a sponsored event for the under 5s. 

Kindly contributed by Sarah Bates 

 

NSPCC's Pedal Push at St Stephen's Vicarage in Shottermill 

a fundraising event which took place on Tuesday 22nd June 

 

It was a perfect hot summers day and the children rode trikes, bikes, scooters, and cars around a circuit in 

the Vicarage gardens to raise money for NSPCC's Child's Voice Appeal.  After completing two circuits the 

children received a certificate, medal, sticker and a well deserved ice cream.  They then enjoyed fun, 

games and crafts in the vicarage gardens and had the green "full stop face" symbol painted on their fac-

es. We would like to thank Danny and Debs Wignall very much for hosting the event at the vicarage. 

The event was organised by Shelley Harding and Vanessa Clothier Pratts who are members of Rainbow St 
Stephen's Nursery School's Fundraising Committee.  All the money raised will go to help the NSPCC's 
Child's Voice Appeal.  Every day, thousands of children and young people call ChildLine to talk about their 
problems.  Hundreds of caring adults also call the NSPCC Helpline because they're worried about a child's 
safety.  But many can't get through.  The Child's Voice Appeal wants to transform their helplines so that 
no child's cry goes unheard.  Whatever your concern, the NSPCC Helpline offers advice and support.  You 
don't have to say who you are.  You could help to protect a child.  Call 0808 5000 or email 
help:@nspcc.org.uk. 

Vanessa, Shelley and all members of the Fundraising Committee would like to thank all the children and 
parents who took part in the pedal push and also all the families and friends who sponsored them.  We 
are still collecting sponsor money so can't confirm yet how much we raised. For more information on the 
pedal push visit go to www.nspcc.org.uk/pedalpush  

mailto:help:@nspcc.org.uk
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Pedal Push pics, the green revolution in progress... 

Editors note 

Wonderful to see so many smiling faces and for the Vicarage to be in use as a resource in binding 
together church, community and a respected national organisation like the NSPCC. A beautiful 
sunny day saw the Vicarage garden full of parents and toddlers enjoying a picnic and taking part 
in a Pedal Push in aid of the NSPCC. A big thank you to Vanessa Clothier-Pratts and her team for 
organising such a wonderful event. 


