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Your copy of Good News can be also be found on the church website (www.shottermillparish.org.uk) and we 
hope that those of you who have access to a computer will read it online, and help to reduce the amount of paper 
copies. The website also contains much more information about our church activities, which we hope you will find 
helpful.  
Contact details for Good News are; Editor, Duncan Long Tel: 01428 724389, e-mail: duncanlong@live.co.uk  
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The Lambeth Conference – what is it and 
what has it got to do with me?  

 
It is easy to forget that we at St Stephen’s are 
part of the deanery of Godalming, the diocese of 
Guildford, the Church of England and the world-
wide Anglican Communion. The worldwide     
communion comprises over 80 million members 
in 44 regional and national member churches 
around the globe in over 160 countries. We are 
part of a truly global church – and that’s just the 
Anglican bit of it! 
  
Once every 10 years the Anglican Archbishops, 
Bishops and their spouses of these regions and 
countries meet in London for what is known as 
the Lambeth Conference. (The first Lambeth 
Conference was held in 1867 at  Lambeth Palace 
- hence the name). The conference will take 
place between 16th July and 4th August.  The 
stated aim of the conference is for “Equipping 
Bishops to Fulfil Their Leadership Role in God’s 
Mission.” In order to do this, the delegates will 
spend time together in spiritual reflection,      
learning, sharing experiences and discerning 
their particular role in God’s mission for the 
world.  At the start of each day, groups of 8    
bishops will gather for bible study based around 
Jesus' I AM statements in John's gospel. 
 
There will be major issues up for discussion that 
affect us all, in particular, poverty, corruption, 
engaging with world faiths, Evangelism and     
Mission Social and family relationships, Christian 
unity, gender and human sexuality 
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It is important that as a church we pray for this event as even before it convenes there is polarisation over the issue 
of homosexuality. It is likely that this is going to be the big headline issue with the other major issues sadly being 
over-shadowed. This is even more likely in light of the ‘Jerusalem Statement’ produced by GAFCON (Global         
Anglican Future Conference) - an alternative meeting of ‘orthodox’ Bishops mainly from the developing world – which 
met last month. We have to acknowledge that within our own church there is a spectrum of views about this          
particular issue too. Good News is not the forum to discuss or debate this – but I would urge you to read the          
Jerusalem statement, to listen to the views of those you don’t agree with and to pray that our focus on sharing the 
good news of Jesus Christ wouldn’t be overshadowed either at Lambeth or in our own church. 

The official prayer for the Lambeth conference is as follows – let’s be praying for wisdom for our Bishops at this time. 
 
 Pour down upon us, O God, the gifts of your Holy Spirit, that those who prepare for the Lambeth Conference may be 
filled with wisdom and understanding. May they know at work within them that creative energy and vision which be-
long to our humanity made in your image and redeemed by your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
For  m ore  in fo rm at ion  see www.gafcon .org  and www. lam bethconference .org  and 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vCJ1G_3WPjw  
                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                             Danny Wignall, July 2008  

 

 
Spurgeon’s College   from Lee and Laura Nancarrow  

 
 

“We can’t quite believe that the end of our first year at Spurgeon’s is already here.  When we started in October we 
weren’t sure if we were going to make it!  Lee and I both felt very much out of our comfort zone amongst many   
intelligent, learned men and women who seemed to know so much more than us.  We looked the part with our 
beautiful laptops but were slightly worried that we might not be able to keep up!   
 
Thankfully we quickly found some friends who we could share our concerns with but also encourage.  We ended up 
having quite a few laughs together.  Every Monday we attended three lectures, all of which lasted 2 hours.  I have 
to admit that our favourite part of the day (besides lunch!!!) was Chapel.   
 
 

To worship with so many people on fire for 
God was powerful and moving.  We also 
had the privilege to lead Chapel with our 
allocated group on our last day.  Throughout 
the course we had to write quite a few     
essays, all of which have been a huge    
challenge.  We’ve never had so many                  
commentaries and other  fascinating books 
in our flat!  
Each subject has been extremely interesting 
and beneficial to our work in the church.   
 
We both feel that we have grown a lot    
spiritually and grasped a deeper             
understanding of the Word of God, and the 
good news is that we have both passed this 
year!    
 
We would like to use this opportunity to 
thank all of you who have been so          
supportive both prayerfully and financially.   
 
We couldn’t have done it without you!” 
 



                                  Page 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                               July 2008                                                                                                                                                      Page 3                          

Dear Praying Friends, 
  
I am sorry I have not been in touch for a little while.  We have been terribly busy here and I had to go down South for 
three days to complete two very important jobs.   
  
Five of us went by Van.  We first went to Madurai – 9 hours journey, to put Anu into a new Home for mentally       
unstable children.  We praise God for a wonderful opening for her.  The Lord has led us through Bro. Kanagaraj to        
Emmanuel Trust.  Here, there are three men and their wives who are totally dedicated to helping mentally disturbed 
children and adults.  We wanted to personally go and see the place before admitting her.  The man leading the 
school for mentally deranged children was working in World Vision for 23 years.  He had a son who was also       
mentally unstable, and he felt the Lord calling him to resign his job in World Vision and start a Home with a School 
for children and adults who are mentally unstable.  It is very wonderful to see the School running and all the children 
being helped by specialized staff.   
  
Anu is presently staying in another home with a dedicated couple who have opened up their home for such children, 
so that they can live in a family atmosphere.  They also have a Vocational Training centre for mentally disabled 
adults.  I praise God for such dedicated people, and we were very moved to see such total dedication.  These people 
are running on funds from their families and are struggling, but doing a marvelous job for the Lord.  Anu is happy 
there and this is a real answer to prayer.  Mr & Mrs Kanagaraj will also visit her weekly. 
  
I would value prayer for Nissy, Anu’s sister, who has been giving trouble ever since I took Anu to this new place. I 
need to pay a lot of individual attention to Nissy and would value prayer for me too as I take care of her. 
  
We also visited Mount Zion, which is three hours from Madurai in the South, near Rajapalayam.  It was an eye 
opener for me to see the Hostel where we had admitted Judith for three years.  I have to say I was very sad to see 
the situation, but praise God it has been a good place to change Judith.  I was also able to get her Transfer          
Certificate from the village school.  I would value your continuous prayer for Judith, who is now living with me. 
  
Sarnitha is being admitted into the Heart hospital tomorrow, 10th June, and her open heart surgery is on the 11th 
(Wednesday).  Four of our staff are going to donate blood tomorrow.  Much prayer is asked that this open heart    
surgery will be successful. 
  
We have a child, Priya, admitted in the hospital here, who is very seriously ill.  She was admitted last week in our 
Orphanage and we found that her HP was only 2.8 and her heart is enlarged, and she is very seriously ill.  She is 
having blood transfusions every second day.  Please pray for her.  Her mother attempted suicide but did not die.  
The family situation is very tragic. 
  
We praise God that we had very good 10th standard results.  In Bethany School 83% passed.  One boy secured 427 
marks out of 500, which is a very good percentage.  We are starting 11th standard in our school.  We have been 
given permission now, so now we have become a Higher Secondary school and we praise God for this. 
  
I am deeply concerned because of all the expenses we have at this time of the year when school fees have been 
hiked.  Also, we have to spend money for children who are doing higher studies.  We are finding our Account being 
drained.  We still have a lot of school fees to be paid, and more of our sponsored children who we have to admit for 
higher education.  Also children in the Orphanage who have passed their 12th standard are being admitted into    
college and teachers training courses.  The charges are very high and I will ask you to pray with us with concern, 
asking the Lord to release the funds that we need for all the heavy expenditure on us.  Praise God He owns the    
cattle on a thousand hills and all the wealth is His.  There are many needs throughout the world.  Many tragedies 
have taken place and everybody is being pulled on every side financially, I know.  But for those of you whose heart is 
in the ministry, please pray much for the burden which is on us. 
  
With my warmest greetings and looking forward to hearing from you, 
  
Yours in His Joyful Service, 
  
������������	
��

CMCT Newsletter 
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Book Review – “The Shack” by William P. Young                                    From Andy Rigby  
 
The Christian book world has not witnessed such a stir for many years as that caused by “The Shack”. A 
fictional story, this book turns your ideas of what the Holy Trinity is like completely upside down.        
However, it is not without controversy, as some people have raged that the author’s characterisation of 
God is blasphemous or scripturally incorrect. 
 
The Shack has turned into one of the biggest selling Christian books of all time, in the space of about 9 
months. Set in Oregon, USA, it tells the story of a man (“Mack”) whose life is shattered when his young 
daughter, Missy, is abducted while they are on a family holiday. There are haunting parallels with the 
story of Madeleine McCann – perhaps this also has touched a public nerve. 
 
The story really takes off some time after the abduction, when Mack receives an anonymous note in his 
mailbox, apparently from “Papa” (the family’s name for God), inviting him back to the place where Missy 
was apparently murdered (“The Shack”). Racked by curiosity, he makes the long journey, only to enter a 
sort of “other world” (think of the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe for adults) where he meets face to 
face with God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. At this point I won’t say any more, except that the               
characterisations of these 3 (or is it one?) will blow away whatever pictures you may have built up of 
them – forget old men with long white beards sitting on clouds – this God is nothing like any of that. 
 
Mack learns to face his still-raging anger with God about the death of Missy, by seeing and                  
understanding creation from God’s, and Jesus’ and the Spirit’s, point of view. Throw in a twist at the end, 
and a slight niggling feeling that some of the story may be true, and you’ve got a recipe for a book that 
will be sought after by millions. 
 
For more information about this publishing phenomenon, and to read the first chapter, see    
http://www.theshackbook.com/ 
 
You can (of course) get “The Shack” from Christian Bits! 
 

 

SUMMER OUTINGS! 
The summer is upon us and in anticipation of some lovely summer weather (?) I would like to compile a 
list of recommended outing destinations to help us all share our top tips!  I would be very grateful if       
everyone could think of at least one of their favourite ‘days out’ and make a note of the following:  
 
· What is it?   
· Where is it?   
· Do you have to pay, if so approx. how much?   
· Who is it suitable for?   
· Why you recommend it 
And anything else of interest you feel we should know! 
  
Please put your ideas in an envelope and place it in the church pigeon holes under C (for Caie) by July 
20th.  I will make a booklet which will be available in church from the following week (donations to the 
building fund appreciated).  Best entry wins a box of chocolates!  Let’s have some fun this summer! 
 
Liza Caie 

The Caie family are wondering if anyone would be able to look after their Springer Spaniel (Millie) for  
1 or 2 weeks in August?  She is very well-behaved and LOVES walks!  Please call 01428 725005 if 
you can help.�
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Hidden in the following passage are the names of thirty books of the Bible.. How many can you 
see?  
 
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found in an airplane seat pocket by a gentleman on the 
flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much that 
he passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while in the john.        
Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend was so        
intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job 
of solving this puzzle so involved, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves..  

 
There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, will 
soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalised. 
Truthfully, from answers we get we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to 
see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible 
for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph.  

 
During a recent fundraising event which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi Lemonade 
booth set a new sales record. The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who 
reported that this puzzle was the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Hamana humbly 
puts it "The books are right there in plain view, hidden from sight."  

 
Those able to find them all hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One 
revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their        
numbers. Also keep in mind that the punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal.              
A chipper attitude helps you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. 
Remember, there is no need for a mass exodus, there really are thirty books of the Bible lurking 
somewhere in these paragraphs.  

From Brenda Petrie.                             How many can you find ? 

Message from the South Downs                                              From Barlie Kidwell 
 
I wanted to write and say a big THANK YOU to everyone who has supported me through my recent     
treatment for breast cancer.  It was very reassuring at the start of this experience back in November to 
know that the good folk of St Stephen's would ‘be there’ for me (yes, even though I had moved out of the 
parish...)  Alongside the many visits, cards, emails, jokes and lifts to hospital there has also been a vast 
amount of care & prayer directed my way from very many of you.  I have been very blessed by this and 
have felt the Lord’s presence at many points during the past 8 months, both at hospital and at home.  I am 
so grateful and wanted you to know.  A big thank you too for the prayer shawl - with its many knots and 
prayers - received recently, which now lies on my bed.  I’m pleased to say my treatment is now over and 
I’m starting to get back to normal.  My hair is growing back too, so I will even be able to get rid of my wig in 
a few weeks’ time!  Bless you all - it would have been a lot more daunting without you.  
 
Barlie Kidwell 

 Outward Giving  

The outward giving donations have now been sent to the following recipients, each cause received £1100. 
�
Church Mission Society (Grace Guinness).   WEC (The Mumfords).   CMCT (Colleen Redditt) 
Mr and Mrs T Rocke.    Open Doors.    Tear Fund.    Latin Link.    International House Derby 
Skillway, Godalming.   Chernhobyl Childrens Lifeline.   Crossways Counselling Service. 
Friends of Myumi School 
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‘COLOUR ME BEAUTIFUL’  
 

St. Stephen’s Church, Shottermill, was the recent venue for a ‘Colour Me Beautiful’ evening.  Over 100 
women attended and were made very welcome with wine, coffee and a wonderful variety of chocolates 
ably served up by a team of men from the congregation. 
 
Gayna Cooper, Image consultant, Personal Stylist and a Vicars wife, was welcomed to the Church by 
Danny  and she opened the meeting by saying that she was in the business of helping women to look 
good, feel great and enjoy life. 
 
Gayna told the audience that in the Western World women look in the mirror and hardly ever like what 
they see, and why should a mirror or a pair of scales impair our lives.  She went on to say that nearly all 
women never ever really know what to wear although they all have lots of clothes in the wardrobe that 
are never ever worn, and most women experience good days and bad days with their clothes.                                       
Once we learn how to use the right colour scheme, instead of looking old and tired we can feel younger 
and much more alive. Gayna believes that because we have one life doesn’t mean that we can’t dream 
and we must make the most of it. 
 
During the evening Gayna gave us lots of tips on colours and styles that would really suit us, advice 
about “wardrobe weeding” and the difference between us wearing clothes that we wore to look great 
rather than clothes that wore us! 
 
The evening ended by Gayna explaining that we are all valid individuals and to remember that inside 
each one of us God places hopes and dreams and passions.  God is not black and white he is a very 
colourful God. 
 
 
Thanks must go to Debs Wignall and Donna Rigby and their ‘Colour Me Beautiful’ Team comprising Jo 
Long, Caroline Bell, Lisa Aucamp, Jill Soar and Claire Honeywood for organising such a great event and 
as one guest later said ‘thank you for reminding us not to forget ourselves’. 
 

         At interval time guests 
were keen to find out their colour category 

Gayna Cooper showing Linda Kay the 
benefits of choosing the right colour 


