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With the St Stephen’s Journey of Faith only two months away, we thought it would be helpful to provide 

additional information about the pilgrimage and how you can take part—whether this is ‘on the road’ or at 

church, home and community. There will be something for everyone! 

The purpose of our pilgrimage is to set aside time for God and to invite Christ to walk alongside us in our individual 

journeys of faith. In the process, we hope to learn more about what God has in store for us, personally and as a 

church family, and to come away refreshed in our faith and dedicated to his service.  

In this first newsletter, we will be focusing on some Questions and Answers that we hope will help you to 

prayerfully consider how you could join in. You can also find out more about our Journey of Faith and where we’ll 

be staying by going onto the St Stephen’s website at www.shottermillparish.org.uk If you have any further 

questions, please email/phone Jean Leston (jeanleston@btopenworld.com, 01428 606901) or Maura Howard 

(Maura.Howard@steerwell.com, 01428 651257). 

For those considering the walk: 

Q Are we following the ‘original’ Pilgrim’s Way? 

Not entirely. We will be following the St Swithun’s Way from Winchester to Farnham and the North Downs Way 

from Farnham to Canterbury, going for beauty rather than historical accuracy (sorry Chaucer) in order to avoid A 

roads! Nonetheless, we will be walking along the medieval Pilgrim’s Way roughly one third of the time and you will 

see many signs of all the Christians that have walked this way before.  

Q What will a typical walking day be like? 

We will be walking an average of 10 miles a day (sometimes more, sometimes less), aiming to start at 9 or 10am 

(depending on how close we are to Haslemere) to give people coming for the day sufficient time to get to the 

starting point. We will stop for a leisurely lunch and aim to finish walking most days by 5pm (or 6pm on longer 

walking days). We will start and end each day in prayer and worship with additional time for reflection/devotion at 

special points en route. Some days we will have special stops and be joined by those who can help us to learn more 

about pilgrimage and what we are seeing. There will also be plenty of time for personal reflection and 

contemplation, as well as fellowship with other pilgrims and those we meet along the way! Evenings will be spent 

relaxing, sometimes cooking or going to the pub, enjoying  church hospitality and the company of those we meet. 

Q Is it possible just to walk one day and come back each night? 

Yes. You can walk one day or several. However, the more time you can put into the pilgrimage, the more you’ll get 

out of it! You are encouraged to lift share or take public transportation if you want to walk during the day and 

come back at night. There will also be a vehicle available to take you from the finishing point back to where your 

car is parked or to the closest train station. We will be posting who’s walking each day in the church and online to 

help you organise lift shares. 

Q How difficult will the walk be? 

The difficulty of each day varies and you are strongly encouraged to look at the pilgrimage accommodation 

document on the St Stephen’s website which grades each day into Easy/Medium/Difficult. Generally speaking, the 

route is well maintained and signposted, often with gravel or ‘metalled’ roads underfoot and avoiding steep 

slopes. However, some days will be ‘hillier’ than others involving zigzags or steps and we have categorised those as 

‘Difficult’ days. 
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Q Are there any parts of the walk suitable for young families or the less fit? 

Parts of the first day (in Winchester) and last day (in Canterbury) are pushchair friendly; the first two days from 

Winchester to Alton and the last day from Chilham to Canterbury are the easiest walks. In between, most days are 

‘moderate’ and suitable for those who are reasonably fit. ‘Difficult’ days are only recommended for those who are 

quite fit and confident they can handle steps and slopes.  

Q What if I get tired and want to stop early? 

No problem. We will have at least one support vehicle (or ‘sag wagon’, as Jill Soar calls them!) with us each day for 

those who run out of energy. Our ‘rekkie’ walkers have identified pick up points each day for those that need or 

want to stop walking. 

Q Are Danny and Giles going to doing the walk? 

Yes. One of them will be walking most days although they also have to balance their commitments in the parish! 

Q How many people are planning on doing the walk? 

So far we have around 20 people who will be walking some or all of the way with a roughly 50:50 split between 

those staying overnight and those who want to return to Haslemere each night. In addition, we hope there will be 

many Prime Timers, families and others going by charter bus or car to Canterbury on 2 June for our prayer walk 

and special service in the cathedral that afternoon. 

Q Is the pilgrimage only open to people from St Stephen’s? 

No. The pilgrimage is open to everyone, and we are encouraging members of other churches to join us. Those on 

the fringes or ‘seekers’ are also welcome, so long as they understand that this is very much a Christian pilgrimage!  

Q Are there particular people who we should be thinking about inviting? 

Think Alpha! Pilgrimage is often beneficial to people who are at a crossroads in their lives, who want to discern 

God’s will for them. Others go on pilgrimage to seek healing or who are ‘longing’ for God to come into their lives in 

some way. Because pilgrimage is such an intensely personal journey, it can often suit single people in a way that 

some family oriented church activities do not. Recently bereaved people are also often helped by pilgrimage. 

Q Is it too late to book accommodation? 

You will need to book your own accommodation if you haven’t already spoken to Jean or Maura. They can also 

suggest places to stay each day.  

Q Do we have to carry heavy backpacks? 

No. All you’ll need is a day pack for whatever you’ll need during the day. The support vehicle will take your 

luggage, sleeping bags etc from place to place. 

Q What do I need to bring? 

A full list will be provided later on but water, sunscreen (let’s hope!) and a good pair of walking shoes are 

recommended. Day walkers can also bring pack lunches. Others will need to buy them en route or we will organise 

packed lunches if this isn’t possible. 



Q How much will it cost to go on the pilgrimage? 

Please see the accommodation document on the website which will give you an indication of accommodation 

costs each day—which we’ve tried to keep to a minimum. Lunch and dinner are the main additional costs.  If 

you’re staying overnight and walking several days, it would be wise to budget around £30 per day, per person. But 

this is an average! Day walkers will probably find that £10 per day, per person, is sufficient plus the shared cost of 

petrol. 

Q Should I be ‘in training’ to do the walk? 

Yes!!!!!!!! The more walking you can do now, the better off you’ll be. Try and do some long walks at weekends too. 

Q Will there be opportunities for Christian fellowship? 

Yes. We have been invited to stay at several churches and receive their hospitality. We have invited them to join us 

walking as well! We will also be staying at some very special Christian places, such as Aylesford Priory and Oak Hall, 

and have been invited to join in their prayer and worship. 

Q Will we be able to share our faith with others? 

Pilgrimage can be a time to befriend those walking with us and to support each other as a community. There 

should be many opportunities to explain ‘why we are doing this’ to others!  

For those staying in Haslemere: 

Q What pilgrimage activities are happening in church? 

We are planning a number of ways for you to ‘experience’ pilgrimage at St Stephen’s. You will be hearing more 

about this later! As ‘pilgrimage’ is all about relationship with God and asking him to guide your journey of faith, it 

can be done anywhere!  

Q What pilgrimage activities are happening in the community? 

There is a St Stephen’s artists group who are creating amazing, visual ways for all of Haslemere to engage with the 

idea of pilgrimage. This includes a loom and weaving to take to care homes and ‘feet’ to share in the community as 

part of the Haslemere festival, getting people to reflect on God’s presence in their lives and encouraging them to 

let him walk alongside them in their life’s journey. Future newsletters will keep you up to date with what’s 

planned! 

For everyone: 

Q Can I pray for our Journey of Faith? 

Yes! Please pray for our pilgrimage every Tuesday at 6pm. Even if you’re driving home from work or peeling 

potatoes for dinner, please try and set aside 5 minutes each week to pray. There will be particular things we’d like 

prayer for each week. The main thing is to cover the pilgrimage in prayer! 

 

  


