
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you 
in Christ Jesus. 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 
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The short testimonies in this booklet give us just 
a small glimpse into the many ways in which we 
as the St. Stephen's family are seeking to be 
partners in the gospel and to continue to seek to 
be transformed as missional disciples of Christ. 
Our unchanging purpose as individual disciples 
and as a church is to love God with all our soul, 
mind, heart and strength and to love our 
neighbours as ourselves. We express this by 
using the language of UP-ward, IN-ward and OUT-
ward relationships. Each disciple needs to be 

intentionally seeking to grow deeper in their love of God (UP), their love 
of and service to their church family (IN) and in loving the creation God 
has made as well as loving and serving the people that he has made. 
This includes being a witness to what Jesus has done for the whole of 
human kind, what he has done specifically in our own lives and in the 
life of the church. This booklet bears witness to some of what God is 
doing. 
 

The practise of being thankful is actually a spiritual discipline or a holy 
habit that it is good for us to cultivate. Being thankful helps us to see 
beyond our immediate circumstances and to focus upon the many 
ways in which God blesses us. Being thankful also helps us to focus on 
the eternal nature of our faith, a living faith in a God who is eternal and 
a God who's love endures forever. We live in a broken world and Jesus 
is the only ultimate hope, he is the only rock that we can truly depend 
upon, the only anchor in the storm that will hold fast. For those of us 
who know this good news, we simply cannot keep it to ourselves! We 
are blessed to be a blessing to others. So practise giving thanks, 
practise telling your story and practise bearing witness to all that God 
has done. If this seems daunting, it is! But we have each other and we 
have the Holy Spirit to equip us, inspire us and encourage us. 
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So as you read these reports, take time to thank God for this family that 
you are part of and ask him to show you how he wants you - with your 
unique, God-given talents, personality, passions, resources and 
experiences - to serve him in the year ahead.  
The year ahead is going to be a challenging and exciting one as we 
continue to grapple with what it means to be resourced for growth so 
that we can truly be missional disciples and a missional church. 
 

Finally, if you are reading this as someone exploring faith or thinking 
about becoming part of the St Stephen's family, I hope it gives you a bit 
of an insight into what we are about. We would love you to be part of 
this adventure of faith and pilgrimage and join with us. 

 

Rev Danny Wignall 
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Celebrations 
 

 We successfully introduced new ZionWorx software to replace 
our old Songpro system. Ralf was brilliant in training up the 
team to use it. 

 Will has held one-on-one training for all members of the sound 
desk team. 

 We (Andy, Jim, Will and Danny) led the singing at the annual 
carol service on Lion Green, attended by hundreds of Haslemere 
residents (it was great fun!). 

 Jessie Caie became a regular member of the worship band! 
 A new system of one-on-one "mentoring" young musicians has 

just started.  
 A new home group for musicians is to start this Spring. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 We are sad to lose Lizzie Soar, who will be concentrating on her 
studies for a while. 

 We are also sad to lose Eliot, as he leaves St. Stephen's. 
 Please continue to pray for all the worship team and all support 

personnel - that we would always remember to put Jesus at the 
centre of our efforts and our hearts. 

 

Andy Rigby 
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Celebrations 
 

 Liquid has been studying the Alpha material which has led to 
interesting conversations about God, life and Church.    

 The mid-week groups have been a safe space for the young 
people to explore faith, and have honest discussions about 
anything and everything! 

 Liquid has continued its commitment to Unite, where young 
people from different youth groups in the area regularly come 
together for worship, socials and residentials. This led to our 
joint group on our annual trip to Soul Survivor being very large! 
This really helped build ecumenical relationships between 
young people and youth workers. 

 The Royal School lunch club is a lively place for pupils to attend 
each week. This has been very fruitful in building relationships 
with both pupils and staff. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 Becca is leaving at the end of May, so we would really 
appreciate prayer for:   

 a really great person to replace her. 
 the youth team to come together to re-vision the youth work. 
 the young people during this transition stage. 

Becca Ambrose 
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Celebrations 

 Freerunners has had some dedicated volunteers this year to 
keep going in times of challenge. 

 The New Year has seen a galvanising of volunteers, a change of 
materials, team meetings and plans for future training.  

 We have had some new members join us from Bible Tots and 
equally lost some to Amplified or moves away from the area. 

  Our regular core of children has grown in their relationship with 
each other and their understanding of the Bible and their 
personal journeys.  

Jenny Hanson 

 

Celebrations 

 Amplified has had a good year, although we have had to say 
'goodbye' to several members whose families have moved away. 
We have had young people join whose families don't go to 
church, which is encouraging.  

 We have been growing on Thursday nights, with fun activities 
and creative teaching led by Pip Soar, and the group seem to be 
gelling well. 



9 
 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 As older members are moving up to Liquid, we have stopped 
Amplified on Sunday mornings, but have encouraged the 
members to take active roles within our wider church life, 
serving on different teams on Sundays...time will tell how this 
goes so we appreciate your prayers. 

Becca Ambrose 
Bible Tots 
 

Celebrations 
 

 This year in Bible Tots we have seen steady numbers but of 
different children, as the high numbers we had of preschoolers 
went up into Freerunners and were replaced by little ones aged 
from 0-3!  

 We love seeing our little ones grow and play with each other, 
building relationships with the other toddlers at church. 

 The leaders of Bible Tots who continue to show love and grace 
to the littlies through singing, playing, reading our Bible story 
and giving out biscuits.  

 Parents have been grateful to be able to leave their children in 
safe hands and return to find them having had a lovely time. 

 We painted poppies in November, which inspired Lucy 
Goldsmith to think about how we could make Bible Tots a better 
learning environment with more activities for the kids.  

 After a children's and families brainstorm lunch, Lucy worked 
with Jenny Hanson to find and deliver excellent teaching from 
Scripture Union for under 5's and prepare crafts and activities 
for the leaders to do at each Bible Tots session.  

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 We look forward to a fantastic summer term as we start this 
teaching and activities, and we ask you to pray for our beautiful 
under 5's, their families and their relationship with their loving 
Father God. 

Amber Beresford 
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The Rainbow is a lively and joyful nursery which holds the children at 
its heart. The past year has brought a few changes to our financial and 
time structures and we have more changes to come, but we are 
confident these will enable the Rainbow to flourish and grow.
 

Celebrations 
 

 For our experienced and dedicated team of staff, working 
together to make the nursery a nurturing environment for the 
children in our community. 

 For our beautiful outside area which brings the children great 
delight and allows them to enjoy their learning experiences in 
the fresh air and with lovely child friendly play equipment. 

 For our close links with St Stephen’s Church, offering practical 
and spiritual support, with weekly visits and use of the spacious 
Church for events the children and their families can enjoy. 

Challenges and prayer points 

 For the continued guidance and support from the Rainbow 
Nursery Support group and PCC, helping the nursery to make 
the correct decisions, to enable it to grow and prosper for the 
future. 

 For the families to feel comfortable and unperturbed during our 
forthcoming changes and confident that changes are for the 
better. 

 For our amazingly supportive families, the help with escorting 
children, support our events, fundraise for new equipment and 
make the nursery such a vital environment. 

Kim Windebank  
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We have had an excellent year at Noah’s Ark. After last year’s Annual 
Meeting, we had our end of term Summer Party at the Vicarage and we 
enjoyed a great week for under 5’s at the Wave Café. The latter was a 
fantastic opportunity not only to offer parents and carers something to 
do in the Summer Holidays, but a great chance to show we care for 
their exact needs – because who doesn’t need a paddling pool, loads of 
playdough and a huge slab of cake for Mum on a hot summer’s day? 
This had a huge uptake and I am looking forward to it running again 
this year. If you are interested in being involved with under 5’s and their 
parents at the Wave, please contact me at the email below. 
 

Celebrations 
 

 We enjoyed a great start to the academic term and had our 
Christmas party in church with an inflatable softplay area. This 
was a huge success and great to utilise the church space, 
something we are looking forward to doing more in the future.  

 An opportunity to give some unchurched parents and carers a 
chance to walk into our church and become familiar with the 
surroundings – a couple of mums were surprised at our layout 
and our modern features! 

 At Christmas Lana Kelsey stepped down from being Noah’s Ark 
overseer and a huge tribute should be paid to her hard work, 
dedication and enthusiasm. 

  In her overseeing, our team doubled in size and Noah’s became 
a group in the main frame of under 5’s activities in Haslemere. 
Thank you, Lana, for all your love and hard work for Noah’s. 

 Mother’s Day saw us serve the mums and grandmothers with a 
free 5 minute massage and some special cake. 
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Challenges and prayer points 
 

 This year we have seen a slight dip in numbers. This has pros 
and cons. We have a loyal core that it is easier to build deeper 
relationships with when there are less people around; however, 
we would love to be able to grow and serve more parents in the 
community and give children a great place to play and feel 
welcomed 

 We are looking forward to the future of Noah’s Ark, especially 
utilising our space more, and particularly using the main church. 

 We hope to see the marketing of Noah’s Ark grow on Social 
Media and our notoriety for great snacks evolve to incorporate 
great activities and most of all a loving welcome, smile and 
support when needed. 

 
If you feel you have a heart for mums and/or toddlers, please contact 
me at amber@tobyberesford.com we are always in need of someone to 
pour the tea and prepare snacks or someone who can chat with our 
mums and offer a friendly face. 
Thanks go to all who serve on the Noah's team, without you being 
caring, welcoming and loyal we could not run this fantastic opportunity 
to serve and love mums, dads, grandparents and child care providers. 

Amber Beresford 
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Celebrations 
 

 Homegroups have continued to be central to our life together at 
St Stephen’s, with ten groups that have been running during this 
year meeting on different days in different homes.   

 Although the numbers attending in any one week fluctuate, 
there are approximately 80 adults who are associated with 
these groups. 

 As always, we are very thankful for the commitment and 
hospitality offered by our Homegroup leaders and hosts. 

 

As I prepare to pass on the baton for Homegroup oversight I am 
encouraged by the enthusiasm for a greater variety of small groups, 
which might meet for a short season or around a particular interest.   
So, if you are not currently involved in a Homegroup, there will be some 
more options coming up. 
 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 The challenge is always having the right leaders, times and 
locations to match with the people who would like to belong to a 
group.   

 Please pray for this frontline work in our church life which 
encourages us in the daily joys and challenges of being a 
follower of Christ. 

Debs Wignall 
 

The Wednesday afternoon Home Group continues having the privilege 
of meeting in Pauline White’s flat, thus enabling her to feel that she is 
still very much a part of our church.  It has seen a few changes with 
sadly saying goodbye to a couple of folk, but having the joy of having 
two new people join us.   
As always, our greatest celebration is being able to have fellowship 
with each other, sharing in the privilege of praying for each other and 
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rejoicing in answered prayers.  It is always a challenge though when 
prayers go unanswered, but even then we can celebrate in the support 
we give to each other.    

Vanessa Kemp    

 

The St Stephen’s Mission Partnership Team serves and supports thirteen 
local and global Mission Partners with their individual link people or link 
home group. Prayer is the fundamental need for all our Mission Partners, 
so we ensure they are each prayed for regularly throughout the year and we 
circulate their prayer needs. We also engage in the practical aspects of 
local and global mission including arranging speakers and mission events. 
We meet about six times a year and maintain contact in between meetings. 
 

Celebrations 
 

 Our local and global Mission Partners and we especially 
welcome our most recent, Acorn Healing Trust based in Bordon. 

 Our Mission Partners who visited us: Louise and Bruce Nadin, 
Jane Rocke, Karina and Adam Martin. Also the memorable visit 
by some of the link home group to Karina and Adam in Derby to 
experience their missional work supporting refugees. 

 Our past chairperson, Neil Wilson, who led our Team for many years 
with vision and commitment. Also our continuing members Barbara 
Hughes, Anne Laver, Clare Shepherd and David Mitchell. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 To encourage more church family members or home groups to 
become a link for our Mission Partners. Please see the role 
description displayed in church for this interesting and 
rewarding role.  

 To grow our small Mission Partnership Team by recruiting a few 
more members to assist with and expand this important 
ministry. 
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 To encourage our church family, including youth and older 
children, to participate in developing our relationships with our 
local and global Mission Partners by regular contact and short 
term mission trips. 

 Please speak to any of our Team if you would like information or 
wish to become involved in this mission focused ministry. 

 
Jenny Parsons 

 

It is two years since a small group from St Stephens met with 
representatives of the DAC (Diocesan Advisory Group) concerning 
oversight and development of our buildings.  Since then we are grateful 
to God for the progress we have made. 
 

Celebrations 
 

 For Godly architects that have guided and challenged us along 
the way. 

 For the unity among members of the AWG (Architects working 
Group) who have devoted many hours to thought, work, 
discussion and prayer. 

 For a deeper understanding of the opportunities and challenges 
presented by building development – buildings that are fit for 
purpose. 

 For the development of a rudimentary master plan of phased 
development. 

 For PCC agreement to a Stage 1 development that 
 Includes demolishing chancel vestry and the construction of 

toilets and a new church office in its place.  
 Replacement of old organ with large storage cupboard and a 

relocated elevated sound desk  
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Challenges and prayer points 
 

 Development of Stage 1 drawings. Consultation with DAC and 
other authorities for planning permissions. Inclusion of 
container upgrading and Portacabin replacement with a cabin 
as mini projects within Stage 1 

 Raising of funds to cover the cost of the projects of say 
£300,000 

 Further development of the master plan that will include either 
rebuilding the CROSS, or retaining CROSS with upgrade and link 
to main church. 

 Our response to Diocesan vision, ‘Transforming church, 
Transforming Lives’ goal twelve: - “For every parish to work 
towards having church buildings that are fit for purpose in 
supporting today’s ministry and mission”. 

 Building of new teams to progress matters further. 

Paul Grant
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Celebrations

2017 has seen a change in the Ladies Events from once a month drinks 
to different events every month 
 

 January’s curry night was very well attended and included 
people of lots of different ages. 

 In February, we had a cosy film night with lots of weird and 
wonderful popcorn flavours in conjunction with Explore.   It was 
great to see new non-churchgoers attend. 

 In March, we had a great Craft evening of nearly 30 people with 
many newcomers from the wider community. 

 We are grateful for Helen Griffiths helping with the Admin and 
the ongoing efforts of those organising the events. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 Pray for more people to take the lead and get involved. 
 Please pray that the contacts and relationships that are being 

formed as part of this ministry would see much fruit and that 
many would come to know Jesus. 

Louisa Mason 
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Celebrations
 

 During 2016 we continued our practice of subsiding events due 
to the generosity of the Shottermill Great War Memorial Fund.    

 We were able to attend various events at the Haslemere Hall 
which included a pantomime, go out to Sunday lunch, enjoy 
teas, fish and chips, beetle drives and many other activities.   

 We also introduced a new event in December which was very 
popular – carols, Christmas songs, mulled wine and mince pies 
with Jim and Dave and also enjoy music with the Haslemere 
U3A Ukulele ensemble. 

 We feel it is cause for great celebration that we now have a 
regular attendance by several non-church goers who enjoy what 
we do and the whole atmosphere of fellowship.  Many of them 
have commented on the sense of love and do not want to miss 
one of our events.   

 We also celebrate the people from our church who support all 
we do. We remember with thanks those who have been such 
strong supporters of Prime Time and are now no longer with us. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 Our prayer would be that more people would join us, both in and 
outside the church, and younger members of our congregation 
would see that helping Prime Time gives them a sense of 
mission and the enjoyment of seeing our older folk having fun. 

 

Vanessa Kemp 
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Celebrations 
 

 Explore course has started and we are committed to having 
something available all year round during term time for those 
who are questioning life and faith. This is a great way to try out 
a few seeker’s courses. Thus far we have been using the Table 
Talk game which helps to guide a conversation towards matters 
of faith.  

 Nicky Lee, Amber Beresford and myself have been running this. 
 The first Explore film night was a success. 

 
Challenges and prayer points 
 

 We have had very low numbers on the Explore course - we need 
wisdom to know whether to change the format and we need 
courage to keep going. It would be wonderful if people could 
bring someone they know. 

 I need wisdom as to whether or not to run the film evening as a 
regular low key outreach event. 

Celebrations 
 

 Centring Prayer is back to running on Monday mornings and is a 
wonderful way to start the week. Carolyn Nelson is ably helping 
me to run this group and we hope to encourage others to lead. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 Carolyn and I would love to introduce more people to Centring 
Prayer as it is a wonderful way to be in God’s presence as well 
as a good introduction to prayer for those who count 
themselves as spiritual but not religious. 



20 
 

Celebrations 
 

 Lent Meditations have been based very simply on Compline or 
Night Prayer with readings from John’s Gospel and a poem from 
Mark Oakley’s book A Splash of Words. It has been good to 
remember that God can speak to us through many art forms.  

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 Although it is wonderful to have outreach happening within our 
church, I have noticed that those attending tend to be church 
goers already. I would love to see us moving out into the 
community more, perhaps in the context of special interest 
groups. 

Will and I have also joined Haslemere and Border Athletic Club, both for 
the running and for the opportunity to meet people from outside our 
church community.   It is a wonderful group. 

 
Clare Shepherd 

Celebrations 
 

 Over the last 12 months we have continued to provide a monthly 
service of Holy Communion at Holy Cross Hospital, 
Brownscombe House, Shottermill House, Home Green and 
Rolston House and, at Christmas and Easter, Chestnut View. 

 The commitment of the team who have given their time to this 
ministry so graciously, so that the Care Home residents can still 
be part of the body of Christ: Vanessa Kemp, Maggie Grimshaw, 
Val Porteous, Mark and Val Ladd, Debs Wignall, Danny and Clare. 
Brenda Petrie and Jean Burchell who support us every month at 
Brownscombe House 

 The kindness and support of staff at the Care Homes we visit. 
 Jean Clark and Jane Harding who are joining the team, and for 

David Battisby Dutton who has been supporting us in our visits. 
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During the year, Val Porteous and Mark and Val Ladd had to step down 
from the team and we were all very sorry to lose them. This month, we 
shall also be very sorry to lose both Vanessa Kemp and Debs Wignall 
who will also be leaving the team. 
 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 For God to call more members of the congregation into this 
ministry, so that we can continue to serve the Care Home 
residents who can no longer get to church under their own 
steam but who so much want to be part of our family and to 
receive the body and blood of our Lord. 

Sarah Weldon 

Celebrations 
 

 Margaret Costaglioli, Maggie Grimshaw and I have been going 
to Chestnut View Care Home for many years and we give thanks 
for the happy smiles we receive from our friends there when we 
bring flowers every three weeks. 

 We give thanks for the service of Holy Communion which Danny 
or Clare hold every month on a Sunday afternoon, and for visits 
from the Home Communion team at Easter and Christmas. 

 We give thanks that Robert Uffold and Maggie Grimshaw are 
going to be able to help at the monthly Communion service at 
Chestnut View on a Sunday afternoon. 

 We are also very blessed to have Kenneth Lockwood playing the 
keyboard at every service. 

 We feel very blessed to be able to show and share the love of 
Jesus. 

 I also give thanks that I am able to take Tarka, my dog, as a 
Therapy Dog to Chestnut View every two weeks. The residents 
very much look forward to our visit and they always ask after 
her. She is a gift from God, and it is wonderful to be able to 
share her in this way. 

Erika Glaysher 
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Celebrations 
 

 We've been enjoying serving as a hospitality team this year - 
with the Hygge games evening in February and the Bring and 
Share lunches over the year, they have been wonderful times of 
getting to know each other better.  

 I'm particularly thankful that they have been "whole church" 
events with young and old mingling in a comfortable setting. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 We'd love your prayers that the hospitality team ministry can 
grow to support and train others within the church offering 
hospitality in their own homes or as part of other ministries. 
We're excited to see what God has in store! 

Toby Beresford 
 

 

Celebrations 
 

 Men@St Stephen's restarted in September with a curry night at 
Chilli Nights. It was a great success with 33 men attending. 
Since then, we have had a meal at The Swan, a pub evening and 
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we have shown a film in the church. The curry night was the 
most popular activity that was arranged. 

 This year, I have joined with Will Shepherd, and we are arranging 
a series of curry nights throughout the year and maybe a couple 
of other events as well. 

 

Men@St Stephens is an opportunity for the men to get together and 
also invite friends who do not attend the Sunday service. 
 

Rob Noble 

Celebrations 
 All the people who pray faithfully for St Stephen’s and the area 

whether at home, on Sundays, in homegroups or by attending 
the monthly 1.1.1. 

 The many thriving opportunities for prayer from Centring prayer, 
Tuesday morning prayer, 1.1.1 and seasonal reflections as well 
as the availability of the chancel for private prayer. 

 Thy Kingdom Come gave us an opportunity to focus our prayers 
for our area with others in the wider church. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 That more people would avail themselves of prayer ministry at 
the 10.45 service 
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 That we would all grow in our personal and corporate prayer 
lives 

 That we would find new ways of praying together as a church 
 

Helen Mitchell 

 

At St Stephen’s we divide our voluntary giving into “Day to Day” and 
“Special Projects”.  Day to Day giving covers the running expenses and 
similar expenditure.  First of all, following a long-established principle, 
we give away at least 10% of day to day income plus associated gift aid 
to our Mission Partners; of course it’s a good thing to do, and it is also 
an example of giving the “first fruits” of our harvest to God. 
 

Day to Day giving funds our Parish Share to the Diocese who in return 
provide us with the services of both Vicar and Curate, the buildings we 
use (although we maintain them), the Vicarage and a wide range of 
support and training, such as the Pastoral Assistants’ courses.  That 
accounts for about half of the expenditure; the remainder is also used 
for great things including the salaries and support for our Youth and 
Children’s Directors, the Operations Director, Parish Administrator and 
interns; and it is also used for maintenance, upkeep and running costs.  
That is a metaphor for all the busy work that goes on during the week at 
and from our Church.  
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In 2016 our Day to Day voluntary giving amounted to £161,033 which 
enabled all that work to continue.  Thank you for all your generous 
donations. 
 

Special Projects are things outside the general running costs which 
contribute to improvements in assets that support ministry.  In 2016 
you donated a total of £39,100 to Special Projects which was used, 
together with some cash from reserves, to pay off a loan by Guildford 
Diocese that enabled us to part-fund the purchase of 33 Sunvale 
Avenue (the Curate's house).  The rest of the house was  
generously gifted to the Church by its owners which means that we 
now have the freehold of that house so we can continue to have the 
services of a Curate or associate minister in the future. 
 

Finally, thank you for giving in ways that are tax efficient.  As a result, 
we were able to reclaim Gift Aid amounting to £42,404 – a not 
inconsiderable sum which underlines the importance of making a Gift 
Aid declaration. 

Peter Soar 
 

 

Celebrations 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry continued to bless many recipients at 
a time of life crisis over the last year. Their family, friends and 
frequently the medical staff around them were also amazed and 
lifted by these gifts. 

Their power is best expressed in the words of the recipients themselves 
over the years: 

 “I was utterly overwhelmed by your love and care . . . I felt 
completely at peace before and after my operation. I knew God 
was taking care of me through you.” 

 “This quilt has given me so much comfort and hope, I have it in 
bed with me and pray with it constantly. I can’t explain how 
much this means to me and will always remember how God’s 
love is always with us.” 
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 “My heart is filled with joy that, although you have not met me, 
and I am far away, you were still praying for me in my time of 
need.” 

 “My prayer quilt . . . has helped me embrace the present and 
look forward to whatever the future may bring.” 

Last year, we had a day where the core team laid out 1300 cut quilt 
squares into 45 sequenced sets, each one ready to be sewn into a new 
quilt face. 

We have a stock of around 20 quilts ready to go. 

Challenges and prayer points 

 The time & labour intensive nature of making prayer quilts is 
always our biggest challenge.  

 We will hold workshops to assemble quilts as needed and would 
love the kind of wonderful support we have already seen for 
these events. 

 Donations of attractive lightweight cotton fabric, in good 
condition, is welcome. Shirting weight fabric is ideal.  

 Although prayer quilts are very economical to make, small 
donations toward thread, filling materials, labels and cards are 
very welcome. 

 We rely on members of the congregation to offer quilts and need 
to keep awareness up. 

Thank you for sharing this ministry! 

Jill Soar, Donna Rigby, Nicky Slade 
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Celebrations 
 

 A vibrant and committed small group that came to Saturday 
morning God at Work sessions over 6 weeks. 

 We are grateful for the honesty, mutual support and 
encouragement of everyone who came. 

 The work-orientated discussions gave us practical suggestions 
of  how to apply our faith during the week. 

 We shared the leadership of the sessions, which was really 
positive, and ended up having an extra session as people 
wanted to continue on a topic we hadn’t covered! 

 We left feeling that, although being a Christian at work can 
sometimes be tough, we are not alone but are strengthened by 
the Holy Spirit and supported by a great church family! 

 
Louisa Mason 

We are very blessed that, during both our Sunday morning services, we 
have a team of people available to pray, in confidence, with any 
member of the congregation who has a particular concern, for 
themselves or for someone else; or has been moved to speak to God by 
something said in the sermon.   Sometimes it is difficult to find the 



28 
 

words to speak to God and it can be helpful to have someone say the 
words for us.  Sometimes it is just a comfort to share a prayer with 
someone else. 
 

Celebrations 
 

 We give thanks for those who offer themselves to pray with us, 
or for us. 

 We give thanks for those who come forward to receive prayer 
ministry.   It is a great blessing to be asked to pray with, or for, 
someone. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 We pray that everyone who wants someone to pray with them, 
or for them, for any reason, will have the confidence to make use 
of the Prayer Ministry team. 

Louisa Mason 

 

The Sound Team at St Stephen's is responsible for one of the most 
important things at church – how people hear the word, the music and 
the message at a variety of styles of worship. It's been another year of 
progress with all team members having gone through some basic 
training. Although not perfect, the sound at church is improving. 
 

Celebrations 
 

 The stalwart sound team for their faithful service and keenness 
to get better. 

 The willingness of church leadership to invest in sound quality. 
 The patience and openness of the congregation to work with the 

sound team to help things improve. 
 The fantastic camaraderie between all ministries who work 

together on and beyond Sunday to get the "show on the road". 
 

Will Shepherd 
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St Stephens is a lively and dynamic church with a wide range of 
ministries and activities that serve the parish both within the church 
walls and outside it.    
 

Celebrations 
 

 We give thanks that God has been so good in raising a small 
army of volunteers to support all the things we do.    

 On a Sunday we have welcomers, lay assistants, servers, 
musicians, our two wonderful organists, Kenneth and Peter, 
readers, additional preachers and leaders, people to lead our 
intercessions and to give us prayer ministry, support our 
children’s work, operate the sound desk, and people who make 
sure the chairs are laid out just as we expect to find them and 
people to serve tea and coffee after the services.    

 During the rest of the week all our activities and outreach 
ministries, many of which are mentioned in this booklet, rely for 
their existence on the time, resources and energy our volunteers 
so graciously give. 

 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 We pray that God will bless our wonderful volunteers for giving 
of themselves to serve others. 

 We pray that any member of our congregation who feels called 
to serve others in some way may have the confidence to step 
forward and find an outlet for their willingness to serve in one or 
another of our many activities and ministries. 

 
Louisa Mason 
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Celebrations 
 

 Over the past year the number of volunteers, stewarding 
regularly, has increased enabling us now to have three stewards 
at each service. 

 Having three stewards at each service helps us to fulfil our 
regular duty commitments and also give time to newcomers 
ensuring that they feel welcome at St. Stephen's from the 
moment they walk through the door. 

 

Thankfully, many of our stewards have been willing volunteers over 
many years. Therefore, we always have familiar faces to greet the 
congregation each week. This works in three ways: the stewards get to 
know the congregation well; the congregation get to know the stewards 
well and the stewards can also recognise "newcomers" very quickly. 
 

Challenges and prayer points 
 

 Our prayer for the future would be to integrate the stewards 
from both 9a.m. and 10.45 a.m. services on a more regular basis 
so that we become familiar with both congregations. At present, 
we have one steward from the 10.45 congregation who joins us. 
However, this ideally needs to work in both directions!!!!!!  

 
Anne Laver 
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It has been on my heart for a long time to find a way of bringing 
together my love for God and concern for my global neighbour by how 
we care for Creation here at St Stephen’s. So, I was thrilled to find out 
about Eco Church, an award scheme run by A Rocha and backed by the 
Church of England, Tearfund and Christian Aid, for churches that want 
to demonstrate their care for God’s earth. 
Fourteen churches in the Guildford diocese have now signed up for Eco 
Church, including St Stephen’s, to help us practice the Fifth Mark of 
Mission, ‘to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and 
renew the life of the earth’ in all aspects of our church life, from worship 
and teaching to personal discipleship. 
 

A Green Team has now been formed (consisting of Clare Shepherd, 
Louisa Mason, Dave Mitchell, Brian Baker, Roger Grimshaw, Nikki 
Barton and myself) to help us achieve the Eco Church bronze award 
this year. We’re already pretty close! But it’s not too late to join the 
team or support what we do.  
Following on from the Green Communion Service and Caring for 
Creation shared lunch that were held in February, the Green Team is 
planning 4 further projects and events this year with an environmental 
theme which will be part of our holistic mission to reach out to our 
community and beyond. Watch this space! 
 

Celebrations 
 

 For the Eco Church programme and how it helps us to be good 
stewards of all that God has made.  

 For the progress that St Stephen’s has made this year in putting 
the Fifth Mark of Mission into practice in our teaching, worship 
and practical actions. 

 For the commitment of Bishop Andrew in making Eco Church a 
focus for greening churches in the Guildford diocese and part of 
‘Transforming Churches, Transforming Lives’. 
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Challenges and prayer points 
 

 For Tearfund and Christian Aid, who face growing environmental 
problems every day, in the countries where they work, which are 
pushing more people into poverty. 

 For a deepening desire, here at St Stephen’s, to protect and 
restore God’s Creation as part of our Christian discipleship. 

 That this desire to care for Creation will bear fruit and be 
‘mission with meaning’, having a positive impact in our 
community. 

Jean Leston 

I have recently had the privilege of working again with our wonderful 
pastoral ministry team - offering supervision and training.   The team is 
headed up by Danny and Clare and comprises of trained Pastoral 
Visitors and those in the front line welcoming those in our community 
who visit us outside of church services.   In addition we have a team of 
church members offering communion in the community (especially in 
care homes).    Colossians teaches us that because of our love for one 
another in Christ, we have an impact that goes even beyond 
neighbourhoods and communities.   This is because our love comes 
from the Holy Spirit and not from our own human impulses.   
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 In John 13 Jesus commanded his disciples to “love one another as I 
have loved you” and our team demonstrate that.   Not just within our 
church walls but showing God’s unconditional love for everyone, no 
matter what their circumstances may be.    
 

Please give thanks for and pray for the team, and if you feel that God is 
calling you to join them speak to Danny and Clare.   I am also aware 
that a lot of pastoral work goes on quietly – just by looking out for 
others who may need support and also in Prime Time, Noah’s Ark, The 
Rainbow, Men and Women at St Stephens, encounters at work and at 
the school gates.    
In fact we are all involved in Pastoral Care just by being members of our 
church and I give thanks for belonging to such a wonderful Christian 
family.   Real love takes effort – it involves Faith and Hope but as we 
are told in Corinthians 13 – the greatest of all gifts is Love. 

 
Jane Saunders     

Ten years ago, when Danny and I arrived at St Stephen’s, I was full of 
excitement and expectation of what God would do with us and through 
us here.  For seven of those years I enjoyed my role as a class teacher 
at Liphook Junior School and being involved in just about every aspect 
of church life over that time.   
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Four years ago, as I joined in the Parish Pilgrimage to Canterbury, I 
began to sense that perhaps God had a new direction that he was 
calling me into.  So, I followed.  After three years of training at St 
Mellitus College, working towards my degree in Theology, Mission and 
Ministry and serving at St Stephen’s as part of the staff team, my 
ordination day is now only a few weeks away.  You have shared in this 
whole journey with me and I have often been aware of your support and 
encouragement.  Thank you.  I am especially thankful to Neil Caie who 
has been my church-based supervisor meeting regularly at 7.30am for 
breakfast, to listen, review and pray.  
 

As I’m sure you can imagine this has not been an easy few years and 
there are undoubtedly challenges ahead as Danny and I continue to 
serve the body of Christ, His One Church, but in different parishes.   
I don’t know what the particular challenges and adventures are that 
each of you faces, but I do know that God is with us and that he loves 
us. So, my prayer for us is that we will continue to work out what it 
looks like to Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on your 
own insight.  In all your ways acknowledge him and he will make straight 
your paths.  Proverbs 3.5-6 

Debs Wignall 
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Give thanks for everything that happens here at St Stephen’s! 


