
 
LITTLE BY LITTLE 

 

The long journey of the Children of Israel from Egypt to the Promised Land 
occupied many years including a 40-year refining period in the wilderness. When 
at last they crossed the Jordan and began to take possession of the land 
following the battle of Jericho, the struggle continued in earnest to take hold of 
their inheritance. Moses, after receiving the Ten Commandments, taught the 
people how there would be a long process of occupying the land. Moses, speaking 
God’s words, says: 
 

‘….. I will not drive them out in a single year…. 
Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you have increased 

enough to take possession of the land.’ Exodus 23:25-30 
 

‘Little by little’ is an abiding principle, whether it is growth from childhood to adult, 
maturing as a Christian, undertaking a major project, or the movement of God’s 
Holy Spirit in some new remarkable way. e.g. the growth of Alpha worldwide. 
 

Two years on from when the DAC (Diocesan Advisory Committee) visited us we 
are learning the principle of ‘little by little’. We first undertook our own internal 
feasibility study of building development, then secured the services of an 
architect. In conjunction with our Architect’s Working Group they have now 
completed a professional feasibility study.  
 

Two major alternatives were identified: refurbish and extend the CROSS, or replace 
it – both with a linking building to the Church.  Those ambitious projects will take 
much planning and preparation.  Meanwhile it has become clear that we can take 
on a series of smaller “incremental” projects which will each bring benefits. 
 

This bulletin outlines the activities through the summer into the autumn.  
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INCREMENTAL PROJECTS 
 

The aim of the incremental projects is to provide enhanced and new facilities as 
soon as possible and as funds permit within the scope of the overall plans.  It is 
intended to execute as many of the incremental projects that we sense we can 
fund.  The objectives are: 
 

 Accommodation.   We need new space for Rainbow Nursery and Church use (to 
replace the Portacabin); we will take the opportunity to use a better location. 

 Toilets.   We need toilets, unisex and accessible, available to use from the 
Church without going outside, and independent of the CROSS. 

 Chancel / Vestry Levels.   This area needs to be accessible to wheelchair users 
both from within church and through the rebuilt entrances. 

 Office.   To honour our staff and volunteers with safe, productive work spaces. 
 The Pipe Organ.   Despite much work and money spent, the organ is failing.  

Now that we have an electronic organ that is working well, the intention is to 
remove the pipe organ and use the space for a large walk-in store for tables, 
chairs etc.  In front of the new store, between two pillars, there would be an 
elevated sound and vision desk with under-floor cupboard storage. 

 

Steps towards the eventual linking to a refurbished or replaced CROSS have been 
identified as incremental projects: in progress, planned or possible for the future. 
 

I. Portacabin.   Replacement cabin in churchyard. -   In progress 

II. Container.   Waterproofing.  -   In progress 

III. Chancel Vestry.   Demolish & re-build with toilets, storage and office. 

IV. Landscaping.   Between church, CROSS, new cabin and graveyard 

V. Chancel Flooring Levels.   Access for wheelchairs. 

VI. Organ.   Removal & disposal of the pipe organ.  Creation of store and 
elevated sound desk.  Possibly re-site the electronic organ console. 

VII. Acoustics.   General acoustic upgrading of church 

VIII. Office.   Review of present tower vestry office and reprographics area.  

IX. Double Glazing.  Church windows. 

X. Car Park.  Resurfacing.  Churchyard path to Cabin & Church. 
 

Research and planning are continuing on III to X to prepare a presentation to the 
Congregation. This will be a very important consultative event before proceeding 
to seek all the ecclesiastical and local authority planning permissions. The DAC 
will expect to see that we have been diligent in our researches and that our 
proposals have the full backing of the PCC and Congregation.  



CABIN & VESTRY/CHANCEL PLANS 
Here are indicative plans showing some Incremental Projects.  The Cabin – a 
properly built and insulated construction is planned to be built this summer.  The 
details of the works to the Vestry, Chancel and organ space are indicative and are 
going to be worked up with the architect for DAC approval.  
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POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

 

 Preparations for the Congregational Meeting and that all may become 
involved in project development as part of delivering the master plan.  

 For our Architects Jeremy Bell & Katie Duggan. 
o Thanksgiving for the work and guidance of Godly architects. 
o For work still to be done in preparation for congregational meeting. 

 For the buildings team: Neil Caie, Colin Short, Peter Soar, Richard Curtis, Paul 
Grant, and Danny Wignall. 

 For teams working on details of for the projects:  Brian Baker (Cabin), Andy 
Rigby (Worship), Will Shepherd (Sound), Ralf Mason (Visual projection), 
Louisa Mason (Challenges of storage). 

 Project Finance: pray for Catherine Walton and all concerned with 
fundraising, and for the seeking of funding from grant awarding bodies. 

 Meeting with the Diocesan Advisory Group (DAC) in September. 
 

 

PROJECT TEAM 
 

The Architects Working Group operated with the Architects and the Church to create the 
brief for the Architect and to fashion the Feasibility Study. We are grateful for everyone 

who contributed to that work which is a firm foundation for progress. 
 

Please feel free to approach the team members or the PCC to discuss the project. 
 

PAST BULLETINS 
Previous editions (1-9) of the Information / Prayer bulletins are available on the Church 

website or from paul@grants-online.co.uk,   tel: 01428 714795 
 

 

ALL ARE INVITED TO 

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Tuesday 18 July @ 7:30 pm 

 

Meet the Architects - View plans and displays 

Listen to their presentation – Results of the feasibility study 

Ask questions - Make comments 

Be involved 
 

Enjoy light refreshments 

mailto:paul@grants-online.co.uk

