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Welcome
Every year as I read this review of the year, I am amazed by how 
much is done by the St Stephen’s family and by the number of 
people involved. These reports only represent some of the mission 
and ministry that has taken place over the last year. Even more 
amazing, is the fact that there is so much more that goes on in and 
through each one of you - wherever your ‘frontline’ might be.

Our service is part of our participation in the mission of God. He is 
a missionary God who seeks and saves the lost and calls us to be 
partners in the Gospel with him. May I extend my heartfelt thanks 
to each and every one of you for being partners in the Gospel. It is 
through service that we grow in love and depth as we seek to grow 
as disciples, to serve each other and our communities. St Stephen’s 
is truly a wonderful family to be part of and we have much to 
celebrate. As we respond to God’s invitation to join in his mission to 
his world, we journey together with Jesus as our guide and inspira-
tion and the Holy Spirit to equip and empower us. 

So as you read these reports, take time to thank God for this family 
that you are part of and ask him to show you how he wants you - 
with your unique, God-given talents, personality, passions, resourc-
es and experiences - to serve him in the year ahead. 

The year ahead is going to be a challenging and exciting one as we 
grapple with what it means to be resourced for growth so that we 
are ‘fit for purpose’. We need to become ‘fit for purpose’ in terms 
of our staffing, structures and buildings. How can we create the 
space for the people God is sending to us and sending us to? How 
can we provide space - physical, structural and organisational for 
every person who is seeking for God and everyone person who is 
seeking to grow deeper in their relationship with him? How can 

we make sure no one is overlooked, no one ‘slips through the net? 
How might God be calling you to give - of yourself, of the finances, 
experiences, skills, talents and time he has blessed you with?

If you are reading this as someone exploring faith or thinking about 
becoming part of the St Stephen’s family, I hope it gives you a bit of 
an insight into what we are about. We would love you to be part of 
this adventure of faith and pilgrimage and join with us.

Rev Danny Wignall



Worship & Media
Music group

This year, we are without Silas Caie, but we are happy to welcome 
Jenny Hanson (Vocals), Lizzie Soar (Vocals) and David & Lucy 
Goldsmith (Violins) to our team.

We have also recently created a new private Facebook group for 
musicians/media/sound desk people at St. Stephen’s. Hopefully, this 
will improve communications between us all and help to build our 
sense of team ministry.

Amplified Band

Eliot has started an exciting new initiative to train up a worship 
band from our Amplified children. The first session is 29th March. 
Many of our experienced musicians will be helping to train the 
children in all aspects of leading worship. 

Events

It is great to see the church building being used for community 
events. This year, we have hosted events organised by the 
Haslemere Fringe, including a highly successful Comic Relief 
evening. These events help to build bridges between ourselves 
and the local community, as well as encouraging people from 
Shottermill to feel that this is “their” church.

Organ

The organ does not fall within the remit of the worship budget. 
However, it is good to report that it is currently more ‘stable’ than it 

has been for many years. The problem is that components continue 
to wear out and need (expensive) replacements. I’m sure that more 
expense is just around the corner. 

To enable us to continue in the event of a major organ problem, 
we have acquired (free of charge) the old electronic organ from 3 
Counties (King’s Road building). We are currently experimenting 
with loudspeakers for this organ, to see what gives the best sound. 
This should then provide us with a backup organ that can be used 
if the pipe organ is out of action.

Media

We have added the capability for preachers to show sermon slides 
direct from an iPad.

Andy Rigby



Youth & Children 
Celebrations (since April 2014)

Our Amplified group (11-14 yrs) have grown in depth of faith and 
numbers. Liquid Youth has had a shake up and the new Hub 
format is working well. The Basement, Unite, Soul Survivor, The 
Wave and our residential weekends away have seen our young 
people connect with other Christians and non-Christians in a range 
of contexts over the past year – all to the glory of God. We have 
3 fantastic interns; Lizzie Soar (Theology student @ St. Mellitus 
college), Bethany Nicholson (DNA) & Robyn Coleman (DNA+), who 
are all involved in different areas of ministry including youth work, 
media, worship, admin, mentoring and outreach. We continue to 
work closely with at least 5 of the local primary and secondary 
schools, through assemblies, church visits and lessons. This year’s 
24-7 Prayer Room was a success, and saw hundreds of people 
young and old engaging with Jesus through prayer. Messy Easter 
and Messy Christmas bring families together for fun and fellowship. 
Our other groups like Noah’s Ark, Bible Tots, Freerunners and Kid’s 
Praise are all thriving and enable children and parents to meet with 
Jesus both inside and outside the church at St. Stephen’s. 

Developments (to April 2016)

Between now and April 2016, we are desperately seeking to recruit 
more volunteers, as our ministry continues to grow and inevitably 
people move on. We are praying for numerical growth in Liquid and 
the cementing of new projects such as the Liquid Hub at the Royal 
School, and the Wave/fundraising sports events in football and 
Basketball. It is our hope that more people, young and old, con-
nect with our community through outreach such as The Wave, and 
through St. Stephen’s youth and children’s ministry.

Becca & Eliot Ambrose



Freerunners & 
Bible Tots 
Bible Tots is working very well in its current format, enabling par-
ents to come and go as they wish, and our youngest children have 
Bible input, singing and craft in their sessions, as well as play. Thank 
you to our volunteer helpers for embracing this, and for all your 
commitment!

Thanks to Dave Mitchell’s beautiful photography, and tireless as-
sistance, we have produced lively and informative pages for all our 
children’s work on St Stephen’s website. We have also produced 
our own team T shirts for each group, so that all our helpers are 
easily identifiable. We are very pleased with the results!

Due to the wide age range in Free Runners, we have divided the 
group. At the same time, we have changed our teaching resource 
from Friends and Heroes, to Scripture Union’s Light series. We now 
use this with our younger children, and we are in the process of 
experimenting how we organise faith growing /teaching our older 
group.

For the time being, we are giving them projects that they can work 
on themselves, and they have spent the last two terms working on 
producing their own stop/motion animation of Bible stories. A big 
thank you to Will Pattenden, who has directed them in this, and for 
making it possible. The children have loved it!

Another new introduction is Worship with Flags under Jenny Par-
sons’ direction. Many thanks to Jenny for her hard work in putting 
together 2 routines so far, and for inspiring the children!

To raise the children’s awareness of the work of the wider church, 
the children ran a successful cake stall last October, following on 
from their own Harvest session using Tearfund’s “No Child Taken” 
campaign resources. Many thanks to the children for producing the 
cakes, and to everyone who supported them by buying them!

Training is available for all team members, and congratulations go 
to Priscy Burchell for  completing the Diocesan Certificate in Chil-
dren’s Ministry! Additionally, this February, a small group of us went 
to the Children’s and Family Ministry Conference in Eastbourne.

Thank you to everyone on both teams for the part you all play each 
week, in nurturing the faith of our children!

Michéle Webb



Rainbow Nursery
Staff

We currently employ: the manager, Kim, her deputy, 8 practition-
ers and 2 lunchtime supervisors working as a job share. With the 
exception of one new lunchtime supervisor, who joined the staff 
recently, all the other staff members remain the same. We are all 
settled and a strong, cohesive team who benefit from knowing 
each other well. Since September Kim’s son has been employed 
by the nursery to help staff move the furniture on clear away days. 
He takes the place of Joel Wignall, who left to concentrate on his 
college study.

During the past year most staff have been able to access various 
training opportunities via Surrey Early Years. These workshops have 
ranged from ‘Why Scribbles Matter’- a mark making workshop to 
‘Makaton’ (Early Years sign language) a 2 day training workshop. 
The staff will be updating their paediatric first aid training in May 
and now all hold a food hygiene qualification. Kim has completed a 
Safeguarding Children - module 2, in her capacity as the nursery’s 
DCPO (Designated Child Protection Officer.) and will be undertak-
ing the SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) code of 
practice training this year too.

Three members of staff have been studying over the past 18 
months for their Children & Young People’s Diploma -level 3. Two 
of them have completed the training and passed. The other staff 
member is waiting for her work to be externally verified, therefore 
nearly finished too. This is excellent news for them, and the nursery, 
as the greatest asset any nursery can have is quality staff.

Website

The Rainbow is the proud owner of a fantastic, informative web site 
all thanks to the hard work of David Mitchell. He worked tirelessly 
to take ideas and needs and mould them into a really user friendly 
web site, accessed via the St Stephen’s Church site. This is packed 
with important information for existing families and prospective 
parents wishing to see if we are what they are looking for in a nurs-
ery. This is another really vital way of the nursery getting informa-
tion to parents The Rainbow St Stephen’s Nursery School as well as 
our current, newsletters, e-mails, text messages and notice boards.

Finance

The nursery is as busy as always and is expected to be working to 
capacity by the summer term. We have a healthy register waiting in 
the wings for the September /January intake for the next academic 
year. There are placements already in place for 2017/18, showing 
that Rainbow is held in high regard within the local community. 
Noel has had the unenviable task of becoming the financial brains 
behind the church and nursery finances. Under Noel’s guidance the 
nursery is making some changes to the account spreadsheets to 
make budgeting easier and give an accurate account of the nursery 
bank balance.

Kids’ Praise

The monthly Kids’ Praise services are continuing to grow from 
strength to strength since Jack passed on the reins to Eliot and 
Robyn. Michele Webb leads the singing and Lana Kelsey serves 
refreshments. The parent attendance is growing and with advertise-
ment and encouragement from the nursery and church. Michele 
generously gives of her time every Wednesday morning, visiting the 
children to read a Bible story and teach some new, and sing some 
familiar songs. This regular contribution is mirrored by Eliot and 



Danny who visit alternate Thursday mornings to sing songs, read 
the bible and lead the children in prayer. This consistent contact 
with St Stephen’s builds on the close links the children, parents and 
staff value at the nursery.

Rainbow Social and fundraising group (SFG)

A very productive and busy time has started with the newly formed 
SFG. The group is being led by David Bell (father of Ellie) and a 
team of nursery parents. They have started the fundraising season 
off with a variety of stalls at the Kids’ Praise Easter Service and have 
arranged a Rainbow Nursery Reunion Children’s Disco, for former 
pupils of the nursery. Tickets are going like ‘hot cakes’, so we are 
expecting a fantastic start to a successful year of fundraising and 
social events for the parents to enjoy.

The Rainbow St Stephen’s Nursery School Rainbow support 
group (RSG)

The Rainbow Support Group meets once a term, to discuss all mat-
ters regarding the running of the nursery. They offer invaluable sup-
port, spiritual and practical to the nursery and its staff. Currently the 
group chair is Ann Fitchett, however she is stepping down from this 
role, at the end of the term (July) and the new autumn term will 
be starting with a new chair and possibly new members to swell 
the ranks. I have enjoyed working closely with Ann as my ‘first port 
of call’ as church representative, mentor and friend. She has been 
a true supporter of the Rainbow and the nursery is a richer place 
with her input. My heartfelt thanks go to Ann, for all her dedicated 
hard work on behalf of St Stephen’s Church. 

The Rainbow nursery is served by a close and supportive St Ste-
phen’s family which enables the nursery to continue its valuable 
work in nurturing and educating the youngest in our community.

Kim Windebank



Noah’s Ark
We have had a busy and fun packed year at Noah’s Ark. Team wise 
we have been fortunate that Barbara, Bethany and Robyn have 
joined us, they have brought great energy and enthusiasm to our 
dynamic team of Ann, Priscy, Jackie and Nick.

As is the nature if toddler groups, we have been blessed by many 
new children and families attending our weekly play sessions, 
helped greatly by our on-line presence on Facebook and the rec-
ommendations of many past and present mums.  Our regular Sum-
mer and Christmas parties were very well attended and this year 
we added a new event with massages for mum’s as a Mother’s Day 
gift.   Our mum’s were quite taken aback by this surprise event and 
very thankful for a rare opportunity to relax.   

We have given out a number of Prayer snuggles - both to children 
due to come into the world and those who are unwell, these have 
been very gratefully received. Our role as a welcome way into St 
Stephen’s has strengthened this year, we have welcomed many 
Noah’s Ark families to Kid’s Praise services, Messy Christmas and 
Easter events, Regular and festive services and for Baptism.  We 
now also share monthly Bible Stories with our children, which they 
love, and before snack time we sing a signed Grace thanking The 
Lord for the food we eat.

Looking forward to next year we hope to continue to develop in all 
of these areas and strengthen our ability to support families in all 
kinds of need.  Please keep Noah’s Ark and the families we serve in 
your prayers.  I know I speak on behalf of the whole team when I 
say how very blessed we feel to be part of this ministry. 

Lana Kelsey



Church Office 
Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it. 
And in the church God has appointed... those with gifts of adminis-
tration...

1 Corinthians 12: 27-28  

The Church office continues to function as the communications and 
administration hub of  St Stephen’s. Thus my role is always wonder-
fully varied and enjoyable, although at times fairly hectic! My time is 
divided between internal management and administration, and the 
important outreach to people within our St Stephen’s parish and 
community. 

I continue to be ably and consistently supported by two regular 
office volunteers, Mary Cripps and Jim Honeywood, whose valuable 
service is a real blessing. Aileen Parker has recently joined to kindly 
volunteer for discrete tasks. Jack Robson has also blessed me with 
his assistance for a while after completing his second DNA year 
with our Youth and Children Team. 

Local community contacts continue with a number of schools 
including our own Rainbow Nursery as well as St Stephen’s be-
ing a Foodbank referral agency and collection point. We continue 
our connections with the Orchard Club and for a second year we 
hosted the Mayoral Civic Service as well as two Haslemere Fringe 
social events.

I continue to value and enjoy the involvement and communication 
with our local and global Mission Partners, including our regular 
weekly Mission Prayer focus supporting each of them in turn and 

generally keeping in touch with our Mission Partners. 

As we consider and discern God’s plans for St Stephen’s, we rejoice 
in our ministry service for God’s kingdom. 

Jenny Parsons



Home Groups 
At St Stephen’s we are very blessed to have a great team of Home 
Group Leaders and Hosts.  Thank you to all of you. In addition to 
gathering together on Sundays for worship, our Home Groups give 
us the opportunity to meet together to worship, study and build 
relationships in the midst of our busy lives during the week. We 
can then go back out refreshed and encouraged, ready to make a 
difference and point others to Jesus. Being disciples and making 
disciples.

We are able to offer Home Groups on different evenings and day-
times, with some sharing a meal together, some meeting weekly 
and some meeting fortnightly.  You can read the reports from 
individual groups to find out more.

We would love to be able offer more Home Groups in addition to 
those we already have.  If you would consider hosting or leading a 
new Home Group, please let me know.

Debs Wignall

The Ladies Monday Home Group

We meet at 10am each Monday. This year the ladies home group 
has involved much sharing of our lives, building up of each other 
and cake! 

We have had quite small but regular attendance this year, looking 
at various different studies and issues, most recently incorporating 
a Christianity Explored course on our Monday mornings. This has 
been good for both old and new members of the group to look 

deeper into Mark’s gospel and the person of Jesus. It has been 
a huge blessing to have other members of church to come and 
help with the children during this course so we could have quality 
discussion time. 

We also have a good online support network through a Facebook 
group where people from the group can ask for prayer or practical 
help. In the year ahead we are looking forward to deepening our 
relationships with each other and in our faith and encouraging each 
other in ways to serve in our church and local community. 

Jenny Hanson

The Wednesday Afternoon Home Group

We have divided it into a Bible Study group once a fortnight, and a 
social group with prayer and general discussion once a month. We 
feel this meets the needs of everyone in a better way and so far is 
working out well.  

We have been challenged by looking at Revelation for our Bible 
study, and our prayer is that through reading and studying it we 
will have a clearer understanding of God’s perfect plan for the 
world and what we, as Christians, are required to do. 

It continues to be a pleasure and a privilege to have input into this 
group.  

Vanessa Kemp

Brambledown Home Group 

The group was led for 12 years by Anne and David Laver in their 



home called ‘Brambledown’. Last year they stepped down from 
leadership although remain very much part of the group and kindly 
let us keep the name.

We now meet in various members’ homes and are led by Jackie 
Gray and Maggie Grimshaw. Our 13 members really benefit from 
the sermon notes which always provide stimulating discussion. 
We meet once a fortnight on Tuesdays at 8.00pm beginning the 
evening with refreshments and cake or biscuits. We commence 
with prayer followed by the Bible readings and discussion ending 
the evening with prayer including for our two separate mission 
partners. 

We are a lively and friendly group although regrettably we are un-
able to invite new members as we are currently at full capacity.

Jackie Gray

Know Your Bible (KYB) Ladies Bible Study Group
Every Friday Morning 10am to 11.45am 

A group of 9 of us meet for prayer and Bible study with a “Know 
Your Bible” handbook as our guide, and get into God’s Word shar-
ing insights from our preparation with the Q & A guidelines in the 
book.

At the moment we are coming to the end of Isaiah with all its won-
derful promises and correctives to wandering away from God - did 
you know where the phrase “Holier than thou” can be found? 

Last year we had to transfer from the “Home Green” lounge to 
“Glovers Yard” in Church Road, but we could still accommodate one 
or two more as we plan to start a new study in Philippians after 
Easter. Who knows what blessing we shall experience as we dig 

deep into another part of God’s word!

Helen Mitchell & Elizabeth Lockwood

Amber And Toby Beresford Home Group

Our home group came to an end earlier this year after three years 
as a fortnightly post-Alpha group. In that time we grew closer to 
God and one another. We are now in a listening and waiting phase 
to see what God has in store for each of us on the next stage of 
our journey with Him.

Toby Beresford

We also have home groups led by Louisa Mason and Bill Kennedy, 
Neil Caie, Noel and Marion Fairbairn and Tony Owen.





Mission Partnership 

The mission of the church to proclaim the good news of Christ 
persists unabatedly and St Stephen’s continues to play a tiny, but 
God-appointed part. 

Celebrations for 2014

•	 Continued financial, personal and prayer support for all our 
mission partners.

•	 Successful partnership reviews in the form a questionnaire. 
Some fantastic and insightful responses have been received, 
enabling us to look forward to develop our mission partner-
ships.

•	 Two very inspiring and insightful visits from Andy Wheeler, 
who is the Diocesan World Mission Adviser and Mission Pastor 
at St Saviour’s, Guildford. He spoke twice at both services and 
helped us to understand how we fit into the bigger picture of 
being part of the worldwide family of God.

•	 A wonderful evening of fellowship, education and testimony 
with Colleen Reddit and some of her team from Christian Mis-
sions Charitable Trust, Chennai, India.

•	 Motivating and educational talks from Grace Howe and more 
recently, Mervyn Thomas from Christian Solidarity Worldwide.

•	 Barbara Hughes, Anne Laver and Sandy Gee have joined our 
small but growing team.

Plans for the year ahead

•	 Continue to be proactive with our support for our mission 
partners. 

•	 Develop the role of the ‘link’ person with each mission partner. 
We will be holding a Strategy Forum in early June.

•	 Continue to keep our mission partners in the forefront of our 
thinking via the regular prayer focus for each, having ‘bitesize’ 
news updates and inviting some to speak at our services.

•	 Investigate further short term mission trips.

Neil Wilson



Outreach
BAPTISM MINISTRY

During 2014 we have seen 7 families bring their children to St 
Stephen’s for baptism and 2 babies have had thanksgiving services. 
We have also had the joy of seeing the baptismal pool in use for 
two adult full immersion baptisms, with a lovely service for Helen 
Griffiths and Ralf Mason.

Erika continues to send out anniversary cards throughout the year 
and I invite families to relevant services and events. A special thank 
you to Britta for continuing to make the beautiful candles that are 
presented as part of the baptism service.

Jo Long

GROWING LEADERS COURSE

Having explored various ideas for developing leaders at St Ste-
phen’s in line with our Mission Action Plan, we finally settled on a 
course developed by CPAS, (Church Pastoral Aid Society), called 
Growing Leaders. During the summer, having recruited Paul and 
Eileen Grant to lead the mentor team, Danny and I began the 
preparations for the course. For our first course we wanted to in-
vest in our younger leaders and invited our first cohort of students 
and mentors to take part.

In September last year a group of students and mentors commit-
ted to the Growing Leaders Course joined us for this “pilot” course.  
Since that time we have met as students once a month for a teach-
ing session and then in between the teaching sessions students 

have met with their mentors.  One student said, “Every session I 
went expecting to learn and came away having received, on this 
course I’ve received so much from God.” When we finish in June we 
will have had 8 evening sessions, a weekend away and a Saturday 
spent together, with an additional 10 mentor sessions in between. 
I am very thankful for the commitment and the hard work of our 
students. 

It is fair to say that there have been some real challenges, not least 
grappling with materials that you haven’t written to make them fit 
the time available and to best serve the group of leaders we have 
been working with.  The mentors especially have worked very hard 
to familiarise themselves with the course in order to support the 
students productively when they haven’t done the course them-
selves and I am very thankful for the behind scenes work of Paul 
and Eileen in facilitating this. One mentor shared that “It has been 
a great privilege to work with these up and coming leaders and to 
see them grow in the Lord and in their leadership skills. Praise to 
God for all He has done.”

Part of our vision for this course was that it would enable leaders 
to grow wherever they lead, at home, in the work place or even in 
church. It has been amazing to see this happen. Please continue 
to pray for Amber, Emily, Emma, Becca, Louisa, Sophie, Jenny, Ralf, 
Eliot and Nik and for their mentors Nicky, Sandra, Marion, Ann, 
Helen, Eileen, Simon, Noel and Paul.

Debs Wignall

ST. STEPHEN’S SOCIAL & HOSPITALITY GROUP (SSSH GROUP)

Every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they praised God  
Acts 2: 46



St Stephens has a fantastic reputation of being welcoming and 
open to all. The social events we put on help to maintain and build 
on that reputation, along with filling empty stomachs.  

The aim and responsibility of the group is to bring people and con-
gregations together to celebrate and enjoy fellowship collectively. 
We relish the opportunity to bring new people into the church to 
experience our ‘all are welcome’ outlook. 

Our main events in 2014 were the ‘bring and share’ meal to cel-
ebrate the curacy of Giles Carpenter, a Harvest Celebration brunch 
and the various occasions over the Christmas period, in which many 
mince pies were eaten and glasses of mulled wine drank. 

We have a fantastic team of helpers covering a wide range of ages, 
who aid in arranging, shopping, preparing, cooking, serving and de-
livering fantastic opportunities fill the church with content people. 
However we are always in need of further volunteers. 

The group in collaboration with the Sunday coffee team have 
recently bought a set of new coffee urns with the vision of being 
able to offer coffee regularly after the 10:45 service, as well as the 9 
O’clock service and major occasions.  

We are already planning for the up and coming events of 2015, and 
would love new ideas, and new enthusiastic helpers. 

Donna Rigby & Nik Owen

MEN AT ST. STEPHEN’S (M@SS)

The Men of St Stephens have had 7 great events this year. We 
started in May with a fiercely competitive go-karting night, it was a 
bit more wacky races rather than F1 but Eliot took home the trophy 

and will be looking to defend it in 2014. 

We have had three curry nights in July, October and March all of 
which have been really well attended and have been a brilliant 
opportunity to have some fun, share some fellowship and welcome 
people outside of St Stephens socially (special mention to James 
Stevenson who seems to bring half of his street to each event!). We 
also put the world to rights, developed some ideas for world peace 
and identified our favourite pale ale at the Haslemere Beer Festival 
in September. 

In January we rolled back the years to play board games and eat 
crisps – there was a huge table of dice players and some more 
refined tables of Poker, Risk, Chess, and even Pass the Pigs! We 
also managed to squeeze in a superb evening of cheese and wine 
organised with Louisa Mason – our eyes were opened to some 
quality cheese and the Bible related cheesy quiz was definitely no 
Stinking Bishop. 

Thanks to everyone who has attended the events and for inviting 
people along.

Tim Morris

PRIME TIME 

During 2014 we again managed to have events every month, 
including a trip to St Cross, Winchester Cathedral and the City itself 
(by coach), a visit to Birdworld, fish and chips, talks and music by 
JimAnDave, as well as trips to shows at the Haslemere Hall. 

We are delighted that we are attracting people from outside our 
church and hope that these numbers will increase this year. Our 
aim is to make Prime Time a viable outreach to the over 60s in 



our community, as well as fulfilling a need in St Stephen’s for social 
events for this age group, particularly those living on their own. 

Vanessa Kemp

START & MOVING ON COURSES

We are grateful for the Start and Moving On courses that have seen 
3 ladies move on in their walk with the Lord. A second course last 
year we saw two people come to our church afterwards and one 
baptism.

 It’s a privilege to be able to talk openly and honestly about ques-
tions and struggles of faith, and how God is still real today.  We 
hope that this will be another step in seeing these families come to 
a regular and committed walk of faith.

Louisa Mason

THE CHURCH WEBSITE

It was good to be able to make a substantial addition to both the 
Children’s and Rainbow’s Nursery section of the website this year. 
I am very grateful for both Michele and Kim for working so hard to 
make that a success, both of these areas are amongst the top most 
visited pages so it was good to keep the areas revised and up to 
date.  

We now have over a hundred Facebook users and this is proving 
to be a useful way to provide dynamic and informal information 
on what’s going on.  Indeed since the web site is available to the 
whole world it is often a balancing act as to how much information 
is okay to publish on this. The scope and detail of what we do does 

not always lend itself comfortably to something everyone in the 
world would want to view, or indeed in some cases should view; for 
example, photographs or contact information. 

 As such I would encourage you to consider joining the Facebook 
group for a more personal touch and often more detail of what is 
going on. That said, we do now also have a public Facebook page 
(thanks to Lizzie Soar) providing a publicity front to the on line 
world for people to see what we are up to, and also a twitter feed 
which we will continue to grow over the coming years.  

Regarding the future, I am always happy to add more information 
on to the web site, so do please just ask or email me.  Similarly 
please feel free to post on to the Facebook group pages, it is sup-
posed to be a free forum through which you can speak and share 
with the church.  Finally I hope soon to get stuck into a refreshing 
of the web sites appearance, although this may be something of a 
work in progress depending on my available time!  

Dave Mitchell



Care Home Ministry 
HOME COMMUNION

Over the last 12 months the Home Communion team has contin-
ued to visit residents at Holy Cross Hospital, Brownscombe House, 
Shottermill House and Home Green on a monthly basis bringing 
Holy Communion to those who would like to receive it but can no 
longer get to church. The congregations range from one or two at 
Holy Cross Hospital to twelve to fifteen at Brownscombe House. At 
Easter and Christmas we have continued to provide an additional 
service for Chestnut View Care Home.

The team has seen some changes over the year having lost 4 of 
our 9 dedicated volunteers, either through movement away from 
the Parish or through movement to other ministry areas, but I am 
pleased to report that 4 new people have volunteered to join the 
team after Easter so that we will be able to maintain this much 
valued ministry to the Care Homes within St Stephen’s Parish.

Sarah Weldon

CHESTNUT VIEW CARE HOME                                 

Chestnut View Care Home is a Nursing Home next to Tesco in Ha-
slemere with 60 Rooms. I lead a small team of only three people, 
Maggie Grimshaw, Margaret Costagliola and myself, who have  been 
visiting Chestnut View Care Home every week over many years tak-
ing posies of flowers to all the residents. Our visits are very much 
welcomed by residents and staff alike. 

Once a month I also visit with my Dog Tarka who is a Pets for 

Therapy [PAT] dog to visit some of the residents who get a great 
deal of pleasure and benefit from contact with animals. Tarka is 
very much loved and enjoyed by the Residents.

It is a great joy and very rewarding to visit our friends in Chestnut 
View especially as you get to know each of them by name. They 
very much like the posies of flowers we take each time and for us 
to talk to them. We also sometimes pray with people if there is 
need. Some of the residents come to the church service with Holy 
Communion we run at the Home on the fourth Sunday of every 
month, which is shared between St Stephen’s and the Methodist 
Church. 

We very much need more help from singers and with getting our 
friends ready for the monthly services as well as to cover times 
when one of is on holiday. Also help with the posies is needed as 
we make and take 50 every week. We would also like to see more 
people from St Stephen’s coming to the monthly service to help 
with the physical aspects of preparing the lounge and bringing 
together the residents.  

It is a great gift and very humbling to help our friends at the end of 
their lives. We feel very blessed as it is a great way of sharing Jesus’ 
love. I am also very thankful for Maggie and Margaret. 

If you can help in any way please talk to Maggie, Margaret or me. 
Thank you.

Erika Glaysher



Prayer Ministry 
PRAYER OVERVIEW

Over the last twelve months St. Stephen’s has been preparing for 
a ‘Season of Prayer’.  The heart of this has been the production of 
a Prayer Action Plan to accompany our Church Mission Action Plan.  
The purpose of this being:  “To grow together in a deeper relation-
ship with God, for the sake of the world.”

The Vision being:

•	 To enter into ‘A Season of Prayer’.
•	 To dig deeper into our relationship with God.
•	 To create a passionate culture of prayer within the Church.
•	 For the work of the Kingdom.
•	 And for the sake of the world.

And the Values being:

•	 Devotion to God the Father.
•	 Obedience to Jesus the Son.
•	 Empowered by the Holy Spirit.
•	 In unity with one another.
•	 To bless and love the world.

Following 24/7 prayer in 2015 we launched a series of services and 
sermons on the theme of Prayer.  Initially, we explored the three 
Core Values of praying together, globally and boldly.  At present 
we are reflecting on lessons to learn from Jesus’ example in the 
Gospels.

Through the Season of Prayer we also hope to develop a wider 

range of events and opportunities for prayer within the life of St. 
Stephen’s. This includes: mid-week liturgy, Monday evening 1:1:1 
Prayers, occasional Saturday Quiet Days, and encouragement and 
materials for Home-Groups use.   The possibility of regular Evening 
Prayer of Sundays is also being explored.

Finally, I wish to personally thank all those who presently contrib-
ute to leading Prayer at St. Stephen’s in any form. This includes a 
wide variety of people leading prayer in a wide variety of contexts 
– from quilts to home-groups, and from intercessions to ministry.  
Thank you to you all. I am always struck by both the sensitivity 
and the passion expressed in your prayers. Indeed, it was a sense 
of PRAYER-FULLNESS which first attracted the Colemans to St. 
Stephen’s.

If anyone wants to know more about how they can contribute to 
the Prayer Life at St. Stephen’s perhaps they could speak to me on 
a Sunday or drop me a line at simon.coleman@port.ac.uk

Rev Simon Coleman

PRAYER CHAIN

I am very pleased to be able to run this precious resource.

It works like this.  Prayer requests are made (usually to me) for a 
variety of subjects, e.g. bereavement, for help in certain situations, 
but usually because of ill health.  The request is then passed on, 
either by e-mail or by telephone to the 42 current members of the 
prayer chain who over the next few hours will pray as requested, 
thus greatly involving God in the situation – I believe he loves it!

If you are not a member of the prayer chain, it would be much 
enhanced if you were to join.  I will be actively recruiting over the 



next few weeks, but in the meantime if you would like to join I 
would love to hear from you either by phone on 01428 651276 or 
by e-mail at hilary.bicknell@gmail.com

Hilary Bicknell

1:1:1 PRAYER & ST STEPHEN’S QUIET DAY

If you have never been to a 1:1:1 Prayer session, get your diary out 
now and mark every first Monday 7pm to 8pm in church! 

Every month we just take one hour to pray for the needs of the 
church, Shottermill and the world. We spend the first half of the 
hour more reflectively, either resting in His presence with a theme 
or reading, or doing something more creative, all to bring prayer 
into the foundations of all we do at St Stephen’s. Then we do some 
praying together about the more specific needs of church ministry. 
It’s a lovely chance just to be before God for a little time of quiet in 
the week.

We have seen the start of our Season of Prayer and in the run up 
to this we ran a Quiet Day in January.  Led by Simon Coleman, this 
day had 3 distinct parts of teaching and then time of Quiet where 
we could pray about each subject. The subjects were about the 
geography of prayer - Wilderness, Secret Place and Jesus House. 
Watch this space for more Quiet Days coming up in 2015, amazing 
opportunities to learn more about prayer and actually having time 
and space to do the praying.

Every month there are amazing words and pictures from God about 
the church and about God’s people. God as our Father has blessed 
us with a heart for his people to pray for, and each month I am so 
blessed to see people long for more of God in this place and in our 
community. If you long for more of God’s Holy Spirit and God’s work 

in this place and in the community, please pray for St Stephen’s and 
all it does (because it does a lot!) and join us on the first Monday of 
the month for one hour!

Amber Beresford



Newcomers
We’ve had the great pleasure of greeting numerous visitors to the 
church at our regular services, festivals and baptisms. Many Sunday 
visitors returned to further investigate St Stephen’s, and over thirty 
returned Hello cards. Of those, twenty joined us for one of three 
evenings we hold each year to further introduce newcomers to St 
Stephen’s. 

I have been mentioning numbers here, but it is really about joy and 
transformation, which I think was particularly well illustrated by the 
immersion baptism last summer. The two people who were fully 
dipped at this year’s immersion baptism were both recent arrivals 
at St Stephen’s.  The atmosphere not only summed up the joy of 
the individuals entering into the life of Christ, but also of the joy St 
Stephen’s has in welcoming new members into its’ family. 

We have timed Newcomers’ evenings to precede a church wide 
social event, such as Harvest festival, giving both new arrivals and 
old hands a chance to mix it up. We will continue this year and I 
encourage everyone to come along. Thank you for the part you 
play transforming St Stephen’s from a church to visit, into a spiritual 
home. 

Jill Soar



Welcomers
First of all, many thanks to the teams for both the 9:00 & 10:45 
Services for the welcome they have provided with such com-
mitment and warm enthusiasm! They have helped establish the 
reputation of St Stephen’s as an open, friendly and caring place to 
belong, and in doing so, reflect the open arms of Christ himself.  

9:00am Service Welcomers by Anne Laver:

We have a team of ten Welcomers for our weekly 9am Holy Com-
munion service. Sadly infirmity and age have taken their toll on 
some of our regular members! They have had to stand down after 
many years of faithful commitment. 

There is an increasing awareness that we do need the flexibility to 
have Welcomers interchangeable between all the services. To this 
end we do now have one Welcomer on the 9.am rota who also 
Welcomes at the 10.45 Service! More would help greatly! 

10:45am Service Welcomers by Jo Long:

We have a reputation for being a warm and welcoming church. This 
is down to everyone playing a part in making people feel welcome. 
The 10.45 am Welcome Team do the greeting at the door. This year 
we have had several people leave the rota for various reasons and 
we would like to have a few new people join. Ideally we would like 
3 or 4 people each week to carry out the duties involved. If you are 
interested in joining this ministry please speak to Jo Long.

Anne Laver & Jo Long 



Public Benefit 
Statement 
During 2013 the PCC was registered as a charity in its own right 
with the Charity Commission with number 1134016. The members 
of the PCC are the trustees of the charity. When planning our activi-
ties for the year, the trustees consider the Commission’s guidance 
on public benefit and the specific guidance on charities for the 
advancement of religion. 

In particular, we try to enable ordinary people to live out their faith 
as part of our church community through:

•	 Worship and prayer; learning about the Gospel; and developing 
their knowledge and trust in Jesus.

•	 Provision of pastoral care for people in the community.
•	 Missionary and outreach work.     




