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...

Building for Growth

Participating in the Mission and
Vision of the Church



Why give to the Church?
So we can ‘Honour God, follow the
example of Jesus and share his love
in our community’ for example ...







Work with families: Rainbow, Noah’s
Ministry to the elderly: Care homes &
Haslewey, Bereavement service,
pastoral visiting team
Bridge building events: Prime Time,
KidsPraise, Men@St Stephen's
Work with young people – WAVE,
Liquid, schools work, mentoring
Parenting & Marriage courses

UP
to God
Worship

OUT
to the World
Mission and
Service

IN
to each other
Church
Community

A transforming, disciple making community – growing deeper

Heart of God is Generosity and
Grace: our response is thanks




All that we have, and all
that we are originate in
God’s generosity.
We are stewards/ managers
of what God has given us
(NOT owners)

‘But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge,
in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—
see that you also excel in this grace of giving.’ 2 Corinthians 8:7

First Fruits: First to the Lord


Trust and obedience are at the heart
of whole hearted discipleship

Ways of thinking that DON’T help us to be
generous
1.
2.
3.

“Generous giving is an act of placing
our lives in the flow of grace rather
than standing on the bank and
dipping our toe in the water.”
‘Honour the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;
then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will
brim over with new wine.’ Proverbs 3:9-10

4.

5.

Compare only with those who have more than you
Think: I don’t have enough money to be counted greedy
Believe the illusion that we will stop worrying if we have
more money
Think giving is a good idea – but not today – I am
inherently generous – but one day we will be more
generous
Think that the aim of life is to be secure and comfortable
and that money will provide it

‘Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his love endures forever.’ Psalm 118:1
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Ways of thinking that DO help us to be
generous

Ways of thinking that DO help us to be
generous
1.

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son
Jesus Christ (John 3. 16) and thus the person of
Jesus establishes the primacy of giving as the
Christian posture for life. The Christian way is the
way of the cross, of ultimate giving, of risk rather
than security and of pilgrimage rather than
comfort.”
Adrian Mann, Theology 91, 744

‘Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his love endures forever.’ Psalm 118:1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Allow God to redeem money and possessions
Make generosity your first priority – not just a priority
Think of yourself as a manager/ steward of your possessions
and money – not owners!
Don’t expect money to give you contentment
Remember it is more blessed to give: blessing comes through
giving
Time to give is now – get into the habit
Generosity is an invitation to step into his purposes

“For God so loved the world that he gave...”
John 3:16a

What can I do?
Give thanks
Give regularly (planned)
 Give generously (First
Fruits)
 Give yourself



‘Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.’ Isaac Watts
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