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Welcome to this Good News special publication! |1 had originally wanted to include these
testimonies and reports with the rest of the papers for our Annual meeting - but because we
had so many - we decided to put them together in a separate publication. By the way, | hope
you where as encouraged as | was by our Annual Meeting as we heard what God is doing in
so many areas of church life. The papers are still available on our website.

As | have read these testimonies and reports, | have been really encouraged by what God is
doing in our midst. It is so important to encourage each other in our daily walk of faith because
we all know that there are questions, obstacles and doubts that can set us back. Yet Paul tells
us in his first letter to the Thessalonians to “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in
all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.

You will find reports from a number of our house groups in this publication. | believe that being
part of a house group or maybe a prayer triplet is a fantastic way to be encouraged, to learn,
to try things out and to grow in our faith. They provide a safe place in which to raise our doubts
and questions, whilst at the same time being encouraged and learning to be more like Jesus.
If you would like to join a small group, please speak to Debs, myself or other house group
members. If you want to try a group out, just let the leaders know and there will be no
pressure to join if it is not a good fit for you.

| f an evening or dayti me house group doesn

people that you can pray with. Be creative! — if is hard to meet regularly, keep in touch by
email or text with prayer requests and encouragements. We all need people to walk with us
on our journey of faith.

So | hope and pray that as you read these testimonies and reports that you will be
encouraged, that you will be reminded of what God has done and is doing in your own life and
that you will be motivated to seek out others to encourage and be encouraged by.

Finally, 1 would like to thank all those who have contributed to this report — for your honesty,
time and encouragement to us all.

Danny, May 1st 2008

t



Testimonies

What happens when Christian people pray for you? In gratitude to our many friends, and to the Lord
who hears and answers prayer, | offerthist ri but e to the i mpact of pray
Hospital, Tooting for heart surgery.

Jean and | recognised how privileged we were to be prayed for by so many people — at least seven
churches plus dozens of individuals by whose friendship we had been blest over the years. We
honour all those who gave us this amazing support, and assure them that their prayers were answered
in remarkable ways — God in His amazing love has used your prayers to bring blessing!

Al l of God" s de adnielergest ofwiygteny, pereapsina mare so than in the area of
prayer. Often in our prayers we try to tell God what to do, or at least make strong suggestions as to
what would be best. Perhaps there were those who kindly asked for my operation to be prompt,
minimal and straightforward. God, in His wisdom and love, knew better! The operation was postponed
3 times, once when | was gowned up, injected with morphine, and waiting to be trundled into theatre!
The operation was far more drastic than we had expected, and there were several set-backs
afterwards which delayed my discharge. So what was the impact of prayer? Throughout these

successbaekssetlt found | possessed a truly superna
which meantthat lcoul d al ways respond with “this is meant
surprised many as, due to holidays, emergencies and bed-blocking, | was not alone in being

»,postponed®” and for some it was an i nnteeSo§irstly yourf r u

prayers were answered by a spiritual gift of peace and certainty which | hope was a help as well as a
surprise to my fellow sufferers!

I know that many of you realise how difficult toc
tiredness, and multiple distractions makes it hard to concentrate on reading the scriptures and even

harder to pray! So | was well aware that any spiritual energy | possessed came not from my woefully

i nadequate ,quiet ti mes?" wertothe prayersoimarg.oIb" feundgneyseéat o u s
every opportunity sitting on fellow patient®s bed
welfare. As the days passed it became progressively easier to share confidence and good news, and |

pray that my testimony to these men will have been a help to them; perhaps a link in the chain which

will bring them to faith in Jesus. The warm welcome | always received suggests that they were
receiving more than just my words in these conversations.

| pray that one friendship will continue. | met Abdul on the first day and something lit up between us. |

was a Christian, he a Musl i m, yet we recognised s
became a real joy to share. His lovely family visited him every day and were amazingly friendly
towards me. | was able to support him through the frustration of waiting for different departments to

talk to each other and decide which of the three operations he required would be done first! Jean and |

have a warm invitation to visit them at home when we go for my check-ups.

The other man | shall remember for a long time was John, operated on the same day as me. John

was in his early eighties; a lovable cockney rogue with a complicated family history. Everyone
coughed after the operation, not dangerous but painful; but John had a horrible cough which just went

on and on relentlessly throughout the night. After | had listened to him coughing his way through four
sleepless nights | knew | had to act. | sat on his bed, commiserated with him and offered to pray with

hi m, he shook his head. “We l | can | go back to
mate i f that“s what vyou would I|Iike to do”. ean&o |
became aware through the night that John coughed hardly at all, certainly less than me! He slept for

six hours and woke refreshed and somewhat startled. Throughout the day he told everyone who
would listen what a good night he had enjoyed. | kept quiet, having little experience in handling the
aftermath of a small miracle. When John was discharged he suddenly appeared in my private ward
(another story), pointed his stick at me, and sai



knowitwasn®“t me John” pointing upwards. “ know” , F

pray that, having got his attention, God will go
I don*t know what God did in the | ive ®rtamthattHhdds e \
somet hing very speci al in me which made those 17

your prayers were answered!

Michael Clark.

I've been thinking about our last year - which has been quite a year! | remember this time last year -
praying with some friends in Abingdon about our move to Shottermill - that whole mix of emotions - sad
to be leaving a home and community which had fitted us well, where we had seen God at work, where
we were known and yet excited about our strong sense of call to St Stephen's, anticipation and
excitement mixed with the apprehension of the unknown and not being known... (Young eagles being
kicked out of comfy nests by parents - was and continues to be a recurring picture!)

I am so thankful for the many ways God has blessed and provided for us as a family - not least in our
lovely home which we all enjoy. | especially love the garden and on returning from holiday yesterday -
couldn't wait to take a wander round and see what had grown whilst we'd been away! God has
provided me with a job that rewards and challenges me - my part time teaching job being advertised
even as we were unpacking our boxes after moving last June. Jacob and Joel have settled in well to
their schools - such an answer to prayer.

But most of all | continue to feel that sense of expectation about our family at St Stephen's - that | first
felt when praying in January 2007, the morning of Danny's interview here. That sense of excitement, of
anything being possible through the desire of God's people here to follow him. | know not all of our
prayers have been answered - yet, | know that there is much work to be done, but whenever we get
together - whether in 2's or 3's or hundreds - | know God is at work. Not always seen, not always
obvious, often not in ways we have asked for or expected, but He is at work among us; and for calling
us to be part of that, here and now, | give my thanks.

Debs Wignall.



| am a drummer and | have been playing drums since | was about twelve. However, | have always had
an acoustic guitar “lurking” but did not play it

When Claire and | were living in Hambledon | attended a summer term home group which met at St
Peter “"sf tiOmemembers asked if | could bring along
real ly considered this before, so | said “ok
band in church on the Sundays.

Then we moved to Shottermill and after a while | began to play the guitar at our home group and this

has now progressed to playing in the Sunday services. | also play guitar whilst teaching drums and

this culminated in our concert recently which got some very positive comments.

The point of all of this is that playing the guitar would not have happened if it was not for coming to
church and being led by God. | have just gone with His flow. Playing guitar in church has fed into
playing guitar with my drum students which they all like, and in turn has allowed me to make a living

doing something I really enjoy.

Al'l God"s wor k.

Specifically, in the last year, | would say playing with Brenda atthe9 o " cl ock servi ces.
it was to be playing with Claire and Isobel at the family concert.

Jim Honeywood

Amplified has brought me closer to all the people who come.

Now | really know who my friends are. And for me
have a clue what real, strong friendship was like.

Above all Amplified has just made me fall in love with God.
I now feel like 1 fit in somewhere no matter the circumstances.
I know that there is a point to my life and that God has an amazing purpose for me.

Knowing this gives me the confidence to face the world everyday and deal with stuff like school cliques
and being one of the schools “Church kids."”

Today | am proud to be the Church Kid!
| cannot describe how much | am thankful towards all the Amplified leaders, my friends and God.

Because without them | would never of had the strength to stand for myself, who | am and what |
believe in, in everyday life.

Lizze Soar 13



| have a few thoughts to share:

1-God and detail

It happened 3 years ago..My si st etimeatihd saime twme withoy r e g
due dates 2 months apart. My sister had a still birth on my birthday, and | had healthy twins 2 months

later. My sister was a Christian and though it has been very hard for her, she has been an amazing
witness through it all.

She phoned me up, and shared that .. one day, we
much detail everything in our lives has been planned. God has planned to the finest detail, every
person we will meet in our lifetime, every meal we will eat, every car journey we will take, every night

we will sleep etc.

| am so glad that we serve a God of detail, and | would love to be even more aware of it, and seeing it
in my life regularly. | am looking forward to seeing the detail unfold and for God to just fill me with awe
with detail planned for my life.

2 — Children

| never thought that | would have 3 children, and | even said that | will not be caught having a 3" that

was not planned. God had other plans, and decided that | should have 2 in one go then. One day |
asked God: “Why did you give me 3 children”. A
t hem. I trust you with these children”

3 — Sowing seeds
One of my new years resolutions were to sow good seeds. Every seed we sow, will have to be
harvested, and we would all like to reap a bountiful and good harvest.

4 — God in the boat

I am just aware that we all have storms in our life at times, and when it is raging around us we just
want to wake Jesus up and say youCaxmTte?you Heed st ma
wants us to have faith and trust Him in the midst of it.

5 — Desire

A few of us have been meeting on a Monday morning, and it has been really positive for me. It awoke

a desire in me for good things, a desire to get out of my rut and do new things. An inspiration to be new

and fresh and | ook forward to tomorrow and the e

install for me.

Isobel Smart



To know how God"s | ove s paomslerfal,anddthask God for mpQCGhuarchl i v e s
and my House Group and my prayer partner Brenda and many other people who are always ready to
pray for and with me. | have had a lot to pray about and to be thankful for.

| always think it is like a great big tent that spans all over the World. When | have a need to pray for
someone who is in great need | go to my friends and ask them to pray for this person. There is my

friend Sister Rita Elizabeth who is a nun at the House of Bethany. | ask her very often to pray and it is

al ways a comfort to be able to pray with whoever
There is the Acorn Healing Centre at Bordon, which | recently visited with Maggie and Susan. | feel

that the more you ask your friends to pray with you, the more God listens. He rejoices as we pray with

our friends — for where two or three are gathered in my name | will be there with them.

So | have a great deal to thank God for, and all over my life | can remember many times when God
was there for me and always will be. It is great to know that through the Holy Spirit | have been given
the gift of speaking in tongues.

God is great. Thank you Lord Jesus Christ for all my Family, my Church Family and my House Group.
“Thereforegegnas | iett ihs mwmwihtot boast s, boast in the Lo

| also thank God for the team that we have to serve Chestnut View Care Home, especially for Susan

and Maggie and all that we are able to do for Jesus there, to touch the people with his love and bring

Il ight and hope to t hem. But he said to me, “my g
in weakness"”. (2. Cor . 12.9)

Thank you Lord Jesus Christ.

Erika Glaysher.



Ministries

Did you know that certain paintings used to be covered up when French presidents visited the palace
of Westminster? This was thought necessary in the cause of good diplomacy as they graphically
depicted the British victories at Waterloo and Trafalgar. This practice has now ceased so | wonder if
President Sarkosy noticed them on his recent visit or whether he found it better to ignore them.

Did you know that new MPs touch the toes of Wi ns
speech in the House of Commons? These were amongst the many interesting stories Prime Timers

heard on our recent visit to the Houses of Parliament. We were impressed by the sense of history in

the buildings, especially the Great Hal | and the
throne. Many of us were surprised at how much smaller the House of Commons seemed to how it
appearson TV.

Before our official tour we were given a short talk by Paul Woolley of the Bible Society who told us of
the Christian activity that takes place in the Houses of Parliament. He is particularly involved in an
annual prayer breakfast that takes place in the Great Hall and is director of Theos, a new public
theology think tank which exists to undertake research and provide theological commentary on social
and political issues. We also learnt of the many Christian MPs, of the Bible studies and services that
take place week by week in the crypt chapel and the influence of the recent Speakers of the House
who have been so supportive.

There will be a Week of Prayer for Parliament and Government from 6™ — 11™ May organised by
Christians in Parliament. There are also about fifty constituency prayer support groups being formed
and Vanessa is hoping to discover what is being done locally. It was good to know that the Bible
Society and other Christian organisations are so active in their support of all those who work in the
palace of Westminster. We came home better informed and hopefully inspired to pray more for those
in government. Many thanks to Vanessa and Susan for organising such a successful visit.

This was just one Prime Time activity of the last year. We held a second three day event back in the
summer with varied activities and meals and have continued with a number of walks, lunches and a
visit to see the Lacey Theatre Company at Grayshott church.

This coming year we have decided to hold an event each month (rather than another three day event)
and are producing a great new programme which we hope will provide lots of opportunities for the over
fifties to socialise and invite new friends along.

I would like to add a note of thanks to the terrific team who run the Prime Time events. We have much
fun together and our desire is to build up and encourage the older (and not so old) members of St.
Stephens and to make a friendly opening for new people to come in and join us.

Hilary Pettman



What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and grief's to bear,
What a privilege to carry
Everything to the Lord in prayer.

As members of the Prayer Ministry Team we count it a great privilege to be given the opportunity to
pray with people as they bring their personal requests and thanksgivings to the Lord.

Trained team members (who wear named green badges) are available at both the 9.00 a.m. and 10.45
a.m. Services and it has been a joy so see an increase in the number of people taking advantage of
this ministry. All those who come forward can be assured that they will be listened to with respect and
sensitivity, and that all that is shared will be kept confidential.

We aim to have a Training Day every year. Last vy
our own team member s, Jeannie Postill. We were ¢
need t o ,abi de i n Hi m"® i ribtianwiges. wWer atso have regulrandeetings u i t

throughout the year to pray for each other and for the ministry.
A big thank you to all the Prayer Ministry team members for their faithful ministry throughout the year.

If any of you feel that the Lord may be calling you to share in this ministry, please have a word
with me.

As an encouragement to all — the other Sunday we prayed for a lady badly hurt in a motor car accident,
with many fractures including one to the scull. She had not recovered consciousness since the
accident. Later that Sunday she was sitting up in bed and talking.

Thank you Lord.

Jean Clark.



| have tried to pass on interesting information | have received from the Cathedral during the year and
regularly put notices of forthcoming events on the Church notice board. Apart from the regular services
the Cathedral is used for concerts and school and university prize giving's and special  services.

| have attended the Annual Links and Friends meetings and also some of the events. One interesting

exhibition was a collection of photographs, two of each of the 217 parishes in the diocese. They were
all taken by one man and, yes, our new Church was amongst them. The Christmas Concert was a sell
out when Aled Jones was the main singer accompanied by our Girl Choristers. This was
truly worth attending.

We also have one day in the year when the Cathedral prays for our Church and in return we are asked
to attend their service on that day and pray also for them. We were also asked to provide two
members of our Church to take up the elements during one of the Sunday morning services.

This year we sadly said farewell to Stephen Farr who had been our Organist and Master of
Choristers for eight years. He was a very talented musician and has gone on to other things. However,
we have now welcomed his successor, Mrs. Dianes-Williams who has a wide experience
as an organist and her work with children. She is the first women to hold a senior post in a Church of
England Cathedral.

Not everyone realises that the Cathedral is our Mother Church and as such has to finance its own
running costs which are completely separate from Diocesan Funds (to which we as a parish pay our
annual levy). Therefore, as they only have a small regular congregation we have to help with their
fundrai sing. We have a very active Dean who i
on the 28th November 2008 and a Flower Festival in October 2009 to which Susan and Maura have
offered to represent our Church and supply an arrangement for a place in the Cathedral yet to be
designated.

Please do read the notices and support any of the functions that interest you.

Barbara Gittins.



House Group Reports

Last autumn the Stevenson and Sully housegroups decided to merge. This was prompted by the
imminent arrival of Sebastian and the fact that numbers were dwindling. The result has been
astounding and we had a lounge full on our first night when Danny came to share communion with us
and bless the group. The group has been reinvigorated and a larger mix of people has meant that we
never seem to run out of conversation indeed the fellowship part of our evening can often rage out of
control! We have gelled well as a group and have enjoyed learning more about each others life in
Christ. When someone has a problem there is always an encouraging word from someone who can
empathise with the situation. The group has gone from strength to strength and rekindled the
desire to be involved regularly.

We cannot emphasise how important we feel belonging to a housegroup is, providing a safe and
supportive environment to share what is going on in our lives, to discuss our faith and to develop close
friendships. Knowing that you have a group of people who know you well and are there for you both
practically and in prayer is a huge comfort.

We have planned to move from Haslemere twice since arriving in 1998. Our plan to move to Bridport
failed when the sale fell through. This was yet another one of a series of calamities involving

redundancy, ilkheal t h and fl ooding. We realised that we
should get him involved and Rauagy @003 Sirce then things daveSt S
not al ways been as bad as they seemed, Carl s h

realisation that God had protected him from harm and hence to his confirmation in May 2005.

Carl s r edunda nampany heworked forewhdn ibdaleupt in 2006 seemed a disaster
but ultimately has led to him qualifying as a motorbike mechanic when he thought he was too old to get
the opportunity to retrain in an industry designed for 16 year old apprentices. Upon selling our flat and
imminenth o mel essness a3 amwwhereto mdvelto & chande comversation whilst
planting crocus bulbs in the graveyard led to us temporarily staying in the Vicarage mainly to help us
but also to keep the house lived in.

When Danny & Debs came to view with Sue from the diocese another chance conversation led to us
movingtoanot her diocese house that they didn"t want t
That “s a | ot of chance conversations and events
Haslemere but are unsure of his plans but are equally sure he will let us know the next instalment

when the time is right.

Carl & Wendy Sully

Know Your Bible has continued to meet weekly on Thursday mornings.

In the last 12 months we have studied Colossians, Haggai, Zechariah, Luke and we are currently
working our way through Acts. The studies involve daily Bible readings with questions to answer,
which we then go through all together at the meetings. In addition to considering the questions
specifically asked in the study book, we also pursue any other related questions or issues that arise
out of our discussions. As a result of one such discussion we invited Paul Livingstone to talk to us last
November about Judaism, and we have benefited enormously from John Postill's kindness in allowing
us to pass on the more difficult questions/issues that arise to him for explanation. Part of our meeting
time is committed to supporting each other in prayer and we have all, at some point in the year, drawn
strength and comfort from that.

Sarah Weldon.



We are a group of women with one gentleman (who enjoys all the attention!). We have all been
challenged by studying Hebrews but also received great joy, with very many interesting discussions
arising each week, and many aspects of prayer also coming to light. One thing that comes across
week by week is how we are carried along daily by God. As a group of mainly widows they have had
to come to terms with their loss, their failing physical ability but also with fear, especially when awake
in the middle of the night. Time and time again our group have testified to praying, reciting psalms or
hymns and at once feeling God"s peace descend on
big testimonies to give but in our every day life God is ever present. We know with complete
confidence that we can tell each other anything and will be supported in prayer. We have had to come
to terms with yet another loss from our group, Margaret Benson, and yet her faith and those of the
other s, spur us on to ,finish the race".

Vanessa Kemp.

It was a sad occasion when Val Porteous, after 21 years of leading House Groups, told us that she felt
she needed to ,retire" f r ospendneore tiheavihdher huslbandpoh fSo o u r
our ,all female® House Group needed a new | eader
give it a try. It has been such a rewarding experience for me personally and | believe that our House
Group has grown in faith during the winter months studying Hebrews, which, although proving difficult

at times, we did manage to finish.

During the first few months of my leadership | was shocked to learn that after over 5 years of being
clear of cancer, some cancer cells had become active in my body again. The strength and
understanding of my House Group has been overwhelming and many discussions have taken place on
healing, as it was something | found difficult to understand. Without the House Group behind me and
the wonderful prayers that encouraged me to think positive, | am not too sure what would have
happened. My prayers for myself are inadequate but the prayers of my House Group and my Church
Family are immeasurable.

Thank you.

Susan Kennedy



Just so folk in the church have some background..

Our homegroup numbers around a dozen, finishes almost exactly by 10:08 on Wednesdays, and has
seemingly fairly frequent new arrivals largely of the babyform-cour t esy t he Wal Isler " s
We are a homegroup that has formed in part as a post-post-Alpha and in part through inquiring minds

seeking a fun and open place to join. And it is a definite "Yes!" to Danny's question, has God blessed

us?!

Whether it is the amazing food each week (the stakes getting higher all the time, with the recent
onslaught of puddings...), the chance to learn to pray, John P and Duncan engaging us in critical
debate on the merits of the Twingo (if you don't know what it is... best not to ask), a place to ask as
many and as difficult questions as possible about God, truth, the Bible and faith, the occasional film
night and joint homegroup social (recently with the incredibly organised team Sully!), and the amazing
blessing of fun and friendship... God has blessed us in so many ways.

I n fact some specific highlights have been Ali Wa
studies on Hebrews, a court case defending or disproving the Resurrection, L.Kay and Caroline Bell

joining us this year and the sense, which all have expressed in different ways, that Wednesday

evenings have become a haven of love, joy and hope for everyone. This can only be the love of Christ
working through a collection of people who are learning what it means to be loved by Him, and to love

Him, and know Him a bit better week by week.

Highlights for the future are a planned homegroup weekend in September, more studies on the big
guestions of faith, growing in our relationship with God and next Wednesday, and the next.....

Lowlights are topped probably by the resounding silence which occurred when we found ourselves
confronted by the fascinating question about metaphysical subjectivism...

We may soon start running cook-offs for future membership places...

Simon Laver



